The tax collector Zacchaeus experienced salvation through
meeting Jesus (19:1-10). When Jesus and his companions
were near Jerusalem and people expected that the king—
dom of God would soon appear, Jesus taught the parable of
ten minas to teach them how to prepare for the kingdom of
God (19:11-27). Finally, Jesus entered Jerusalem on a colt
(19:28-40), and he wept over the city that will be destroyed.
He entered the temple and drove out the merchants (19:41-
46). After that, he taught daily in the temple (19:47-48).

Luke 19:41-48

41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it,

42 saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this
day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes.

43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will
setup a barricade around you and surround you and hem you
inonevery side

44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children
within you. And they will not leave one stone upon anoth-
er in you, because you did not know the time of your visita-
tion.”

45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those
who sold,

46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house
of prayer,” but you have made it a den of robbers.”

47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests
and the scribes and the principal men of the people were
seeking to destroy him,

48 but they did not find anything they could do, for all the
people were hanging on his words.
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Why did Jesus weep when
he approached the city of

Jerusalem? (19:43-44)
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What did Jesus say when he
entered the temple to drive
out the merchants? (19:46)
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When Jesus approached the city of Jerusalem, he saw the city and
wept (19:41). Jesus wept as he predicted that the Roman army
would soon invade and destroy the city and its splendid temple, as
well as the slaughtering of thousands of people living in the city.
The Greek word used here is “klaio” that is in Chinese character
“Eup(in)” which means that a person weeps silently in a very low
voice. Jesus wept with sorrow and anger with a burning heart.
Those tears are tears of sorrow for fellow Jews who will be de-
stroyed as God's judgment descends like a raging fire. They were
also tears of anger against the hypocrisy, disobedience, and pride
of the Jewish religious leaders at the time who caused such judg-
ment. We need these tears today too. We should weep at the rac—
ism and all kinds of injustice that are rampant in the land we live in.
We must shed tears as we see the divided reality of our beloved
Korea peninsula. We should weep with sorrow over God's return
anticipating how harsh God’s judgment will be. We should weep
and cry in godly anger over the sins of all nations that will bring
God's judgment upon ourselves.
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In the preface (1:1-4), the writer of the Gospel of Luke re-
veals that the purpose of his writing is to make Theophilus,
the most honorable, “know the certainty of the things he has
been taught.” Then there is the story of John the Baptist’s
parents, Zacharias and Elizabeth (1:5-25). Known as the
“Annunciation”, it records the incident (1:26-38) where the
angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and heralded the conception
of Jesus Christ.

Luke 1:26-38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to
acity of Galilee named Nazareth,

2710 a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.

28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one,
the Lord is with you!”

29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to dis-
cern what sort of greeting this might be.

30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God.

31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus.

32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his fa-
ther David,

33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since [am a
virgin?”’

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy--the
Son of God.

36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has al-
so conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren.

37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let
it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed
from her.
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What was the name of the
angel who appeared to Mary
and heralded the conception
of Jesus Christ? (1:26)
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What did Mary say after
hearing the angel's words?
(1:38)
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St. Bernard of Clarivaux (1090-1153) stated that three miracles oc—
curred in connection with the birth of Jesus. The first is the miracle
that Jesus, the Son of God, was conceived by the Holy Spirit
through the use of a virgin body, and the second is the miracle that
God came into the world as a man in the flesh. It was said that the
third miracle was that Mary by her faith accepted the wonderful
miracle that will happen to her. But which of these three miracles is
the most incredible? In fact, conceiving a baby from a virgin’s body
can be trivial for the Almighty God, who created something out of
nothing. And the fact that God became a man could be a truly
amazing miracle.

However, believing that Mary herself was chosen to be the mother
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is a miracle among miracles. It is
the greatest miracle to believe and accept something that is abso-
lutely unbelievable. Hearing her angel's words, Maria said, “l am
the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come
true” (1:38). Mary believed and accepted the incredible fact that
Jesus, the Savior of all mankind, will be conceived in her own body
by the Holy Spirit. As such, the miracle of Christmas is the miracle
of faith.
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When Mary visited Elizabeth, Elizabeth recognized that the
child in Mary’s womb was the Messiah. After that, Mary
praised God with joy (Magnificat, 1:46-56). Elizabeth gave
birth to her own child and named him John (1:57-66). John'’s
father, Zacharias, also praised God with joy (Benedictus,
1:67-80).

Luke 1:46-56

46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For
behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and ho-
ly is his name.

50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation
to generation.

51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and
exalted those of humble estate;

53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he
has sent away empty.

54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy,

55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring
forever.”

56 And Mary remained with her about three months and re-
turned to her home.
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Why does Mary rejoice in
praising God? (1:47-48)
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What has God done to the
rulers and the humble ac—
cording to Mary’s confession?
(1:52)
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Voices from The Hill
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“Thank you, Your Highness!”
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Mary said, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. How my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior! For he took notice of his lowly servant girl” (1:46-48).
She lived in a remote village in Nazareth, Galilee, where she had lost
her parents at an early age and lived as a humble maid. But in His
presence, she praised the grace of her God, who made her the mother
of Jesus Christ, the Messiah of the House of David. Therefore, the
point of Mary's song of praise is not about the “honor” she received,
but about “God’s favor.”

If the prince took the hand of the beggar, it is the prince who deserves
praise, and his favor and virtue should be praised. The beggar may say,
“Thank you, Your Highness!” What can he say other than that?

Russian writer Tolstoy met a beggar on the street one day. He looked
through his pocket to make his donation, but no coins were found.
Feeling sorry, Tolstoy politely said to the beggar, “My brother, | have no
money right now. I'm really sorry.” Then the beggar bowed his head
several times and said with a bright smile, “No. Sir, you gave me more
than | asked for. You called me ‘brother.”” It is the grace of God that
has called us to become children of God, who have no other choice but
to die because of our sins. We just say, “Thank you, Your Highness!”
And we have no other choice but to bow down before the Lord.
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Today’s text includes a brief account of the birth of Jesus
Christ (2:1-7). On the night that Jesus was born, an angel
appeared to a group of shepherds and announced the news
of the birth of Jesus. At that time, a scene of a multitude of
heavenly hosts praising God with the angel suddenly unfold-
ed (2:8-14).

Luke 2:8-14

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.

12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased!”
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When the angel appeared to
the shepherds guarding the
flock in the middle of the
night, what did the angel say
to them who were overcome
with great fear? (2:10-12)
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What did the thousands of
heavenly hosts say while
praising God with the angel?
(2:14)
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Grandfather Jim living in the United States used to enter his church
at noon every day and leave after 2-3 minutes. One day, a church
manager called out to him as he left the church, “Grandpa, why do
you come to church every day?” Jim responded, “Yes, of course, |
come here to pray.” “Are you praying? What are you praying for in
that short time?” “I do not know how to pray long. | just pray like
this. ‘Jesus, Jim is here.”

About a month later, the grandfather was hospitalized due to old
age. But after he arrived, his smile never left him. One day, a nurse
asked Jim. “Grandfather! You make all the patients in the hospital
smile, is that true?” “Yeah, I'm giving these patients joy. It’'s all be-
cause of the visitor who comes to me. He always brings me joy.”
The nurse was surprised to hear that the grandfather had a visitor,
and asked again, “A visitor? I've never seen anyone with you, so
when does that visitor come?” “Yeah, every day he visits me. He
comes to my bedside exactly at noon. He comes to me and whis—
pers in my ear like this, ‘Hey, Jim! How have you been? | am Je-
sus!” And then he gives me a lot of joy and goes away.” That's
right. Jesus, who was born on this earth 2000 years ago, still
comes to us every day, giving us great joy.
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Eight days after Jesus was born, he was circumcised. On
that day, Joseph and Mary went up to the temple in Jerusa-
lem to offer the baby Jesus to God (2:22-24). Then, under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the prophet Simeon em-—
braced Jesus and praised God (Nunc Dimittis, 2:25-35), and
then the prophetess Anna prophesied about Jesus (2:36-38).
In addition, the writer of Luke records the story of Jesus’
growth (2:39-40) and the events of Jesus’ childhood (12
years old) (2:41-52).

Luke 2:25-35

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Sim-
eon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to
the custom of the Law,

28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word,

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your
people Israel.”

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said
about him.

34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of ma-
ny in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed

35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so
that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
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What kind of person is Sim—
eon according to the Gospel
of Luke? (2:25)
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What did Simeon specifically
prophesy about Jesus to
Mary? (2:34-35)
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The song of the prophet Simeon contains prophecies about Jesus
Christ. In verse 33, Joseph and Mary were amazed when they
heard the words of the prophecy. Why were they surprised? It
must be because the words they heard were about things they had
never imagined or could never expect to happen. It is here that the
true value of prophecy is revealed. Prophecy is not just fortunetell-
ing, which fortune tellers say will be realized in the future. Prophecy
has the characteristic of the straight fastball, which throws the
words as they are, regardless of the mood of the other party.
According to Simeon’s prophecy, Jesus is not only the glory of the
nation of Israel, but the light that illuminates all Gentiles. These are
words that break the stereotypes of Jewish belief that was im-
mersed in “elitism” at the time. Moreover, Simeon prophesied
without hesitation especially to Mary, that Jesus was chosen for
Israelites to be slandered and defeated and that “a sword will
pierce your heart.” Therefore, a true prophecy throws the straight
fastball to a certain individual or country, sometimes causing pain
and suffering like being stabbed in the heart. By doing so, they
deeply understand the will of God which converts them to obedi—
ently submit to it.
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Jesus often argued with the Jewish religious leaders of his day
(Pharisees, priests, elders, and Sadducees). Luke 20 focuses
on the following six questions: (1) “Who gave you this authori-
ty?” (20:1-2); (2) “Is John’s baptism from heaven or from man?”
(20:3-8); (3) “What will the owner of the vineyard do to the evil
farmers?” (20:9-19); (4) “Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar
or not?” (20:20-26); (5) “Among all the seven brothers took her
to be their wives, and whose wife will she be at the time of her
resurrection?” (20:27-40); and (6) “Why do people say that Christ
is the Son of David?” (20:41-47)

Luke 20:27-40

27 There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that
there is aresurrection,

28 and they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, having a wife but
no children, the man must take the widow and raise up off-
spring for his brother.

29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and
died without children.

30 And the second

31 and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no chil-
dren and died.

32 Afterward the woman also died.

33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman
be? For the seven had her as wife.”

34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and
are given in marriage,

35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age
and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are
given in marriage,

36 for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to an-
gelsand are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.

37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the
passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of
Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.

38 Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live
to him.”

39 Then some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have
spokenwell.”

40For they no longer dared to ask him any question.
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Which Jewish sect claims
there is no resurrection?
(20:27)
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Fill in the missing words:

“He is not the God of (),
but of (), for to him all are
() (0:39)
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The Sadducees, known as rational realists in Jesus’ day, did not
believe in the resurrection. They thought that death would put an
end to everything, so one should just be content with life in this
world. Some people who do not believe in the resurrection these
days provide plausible scientific and logical evidence, denying all
supernatural and spiritual things. We could call them modern—-day
Sadducees. The point Jesus made to the Sadducees is that eternal
life is not simply a continuation of life on earth.

German theologian Karl Barth said in the final lecture during his ca—
reer: “All live to him, from the Apostles to the forebears of yester—
day and the day before yesterday. They do not have only the right,
but also relevance in the present to be heard also today.” His argu—
ment draws attention to what Jesus said in the text. “But in the
account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead
rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He is not the God of the dead, but of
the living, for to him all are alive” (20:37-38).
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When Jesus saw the rich and a poor widow give offering
in the temple, he praised the widow who offered two coins
(21:1-4). Then he gave warnings of the events of the end
times (21:25-28) as well as warnings of the destruction
of the city of Jerusalem and the temple (21:5-24). Then,
through the parable of the fig tree, he gave instructions on
how to live in the end times (21:29-38).

Luke 21:1-4

1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the
offering box,

2and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.

3 And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in
more than all of them.

4For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out
of her poverty putin all she had to live on.”
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What did Jesus see in the
temple? (21:1-2)
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Why did Jesus praise the
poor widow’s offering? (21:4)
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Often people like things that are big, numerous, tall, and glorious. But
God pays attention to what is small, little, lowly and ordinary. Moses,
who rescued the people of Israel from Egypt and led the people
through the wilderness for 40 years, had a run—down staff in his hand.
A slingshot was held in David's hand, the boy who defeated the invin—
cible Philistine general Goliath. Judge Gideon selected 300 warriors to
fight the Midianites and in their hands were jars with trumpets and
torches hidden. All of them were insignificant. However, God used
them to do great and wonderful things.

In the text, Jesus sees a poor widow putting two small coins (the low-
est value coin at the time, such as a penny in US currency) into the
treasury and commends her for putting in more than everyone else (the
rich). But looking at Luke 20:47 (“Yet they shamelessly cheat widows
out of their property and then pretend to be pious by making long
prayers in public. Because of this, they will be severely punished”), the
focus of the text is not in the praise of the widow, but in the lamenta—
tion against the scribes who, in their endless greed for material things,
devoured even the things of the poor. After all, Jesus’ eyes are always
on the outcasts and the little things they hold in their hands. In the
sight of Jesus, they are all beautiful and precious.
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Luke 22 consists of the following accounts: the betrayal of
Judas Iscariot (22:1-6); Passover preparation and supper
(22:7-23); quarrels among the disciples (24-30); foretelling
Peter’s denial (22:31-34); new teachings for the called (35—
38). Jesus’ supplication in tears (22:39-46); Jesus’ arrest
(22:47-53); Peter’s denial and repentance (22:54-62); the
ridicule and insulting of Jesus (22:63-65); Jesus’ trial before
the council (22:66-71).

Luke 22:24-30

24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was
to be regarded as the greatest.

25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them, and those in authority over them are
called benefactors.

26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.

27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one
who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But [ am
among you as the one who serves.

28“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials,

29 and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a king-
dom,

30that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
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What lesson did Jesus give
the disciples who were argu—
ing over who was the great-
est? (22:26-27)

o> rir

Ofl==2 MX-S0] “XHA2] Al
S0 2t S AFS0I2
SIAIH MRS OIA 41 &9
UL YL (29-30F)
What was the promise Jesus
made to his disciples when
he said, “you have stayed
with me in my time of trial.”
(22:29-30)
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The paradox of service

Ofl~E0] MAPF I Z2S F0 OFX|S) BIEES IS K20 |
AE2 XI5 B0M £7t 2R M2 LOHES HRSUCH I3 MRS
Al ofl~E2 Mol Cist 7IERS FHELICE “0|HelSe| AFE2 I
2 ool 1 HEKE2 2010(2F Fetg gLt 4sl= JEX| 2K
Ll 43| 30 2 Atz F2S At 21 TARl= = A7) Xt 22XU
2"(26X). 0| 20| USLICE “01717] sl e=stl, X|717| HsH LHoIF
0, ZO0tX|7| Lo 1445tH, A7| o =L (We surrender to win;
we give away to keep; we suffer to get well; we die to live). 0|%2
AN TIZ|ULICE o~E2 2ER0IM Mol SHo) ol HEotisU
Ch “CtAZ|7| SI5HA MZICF (we serve to rule over).

ofLfd Li2te| X|=Ak= 23 QMO = =2 Xf2|0f| 9t SfALL, Al
S0| 22 71 2 X/IE ¥ olALY, B2 2ot HUIE 2l of
K| 2ELICEL OX S50] &d2 X2|ofM Kthle| SAets JAl5| e 2
QLI 5 M Mol 22 HOlz A2 THE Al AlME 57|
Qo 7+AIMOI WS SIX| 47(0f| A =01l & EIX| 25 LICE SEXI2E
4=, O M2 | B2 £2Z9| 0] =|0f X=Xt Kt2|of oA
LI ofl~E0| Hi= I3 20ISLICE 71 =24 otLiEe| 0150 &
9| HHIE UL MO QMM XIS ZE0] HRZ10] 2 95| ZoMEL
Ct. 20| StLEHM J5 0| S0 20| &, B0 It =[A| 5HiE
L|CHE 2:5-11).

During the Last Supper before Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross,
the disciples argued with each other over who was the greatest among
them. To such disciples, Jesus gave a teaching on servanthood: “In
this world the kings and great men lord it over their people, yet they
are called ‘friends of the people.” But among you it will be different.
Those who are the greatest among you should take the lowest rank,
and the leader should be like a servant” (22:26). There is a saying: “We
surrender to win; we give away to keep; we suffer to get well; we die
to live.” This is a paradoxical truth. Jesus spoke of the paradox of ser-
vice in the text “we serve to rule over.”

A leader in the kingdom of God never intentionally seeks to occupy a
high position, to attain the highest position that people will envy, or to
enjoy great wealth and honor. They simply perform their role faithfully
in an attitude of silently serving others. Also, a person who shows an
example of true servanthood is not easily seen by people because he
does not act pretentiously to attract the attention of others. But in the
end, the person unwittingly becomes the object of respect and takes a
leadership position. Jesus was just that. The Son of God came into the
world in the form of a servant, humbled himself, and was crucified to
death. However, God exalted him and made him King of kings and
Lord of lords (C.f. Phil 2:5-11).
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Pilate sent Jesus to Herod because he could not find any par-
ticular charge against him. (23:1-7) Herod sent Jesus back to
Pilate after interrogation. (23:8-12) Pilate tried to acquit Jesus,
but he could not overrule the crowd demanding crucifixion.
(23:13-25) Eventually, Jesus was crucified with two criminals
(23:26-38), one of whom received a promise from Jesus to
enter paradise. (23:39-43) Jesus died (23:44-49), and Joseph
of Arimathea, a member of the council, took the body of Jesus,
wrapped it in linen cloths, and placed it in a tomb (23:50-56).

Luke 23:32-43

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put
to death with him.

33 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull,
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right
and one on his left.

34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments.

35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed
at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he
is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!”

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering
him sour wine

37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save your-
self!”

38 There was also an inscription over him,”This is the King
of the Jews.

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, say-
ing, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourselfand us!”

40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?

41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”

42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.”

43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be
with me in Paradise.”
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How did one of the criminals
on the cross slander Jesus?
(23:39)

O HUKE A2 EOE
QREZE “Ofl =0 FAIO| LiZtof|
2ot mofl L& 7|2AotAM”
S W, Ol=EH0l 101H =
& HES stisLIP (43%)
When another criminal who
rebuked the slandering crim—
inal asked, “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your
kingdom,” how did Jesus re-
spond? (23:43)
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Three crosses stood on the hill of Golgotha, called the “place of the
skull” where Jesus died. There was a cross with Jesus hanging in
the center, and two criminals were nailed together to the left and
right of Jesus. It is not clear what specific wrong they committed,
but they must have committed a crime serious enough to be pun—
ished with crucifixion. Each of the three crosses has a meaning.
The cross of the criminal who mocked Jesus and eventually denied
him was a cross of “the ultimate loser.” It was the cross of defi-
ance. The cross of the other criminal was the cross of “A come
from behind victory.”

He was a person who succeeded in a splendid comeback by be—
lieving in Jesus, realizing his own sin, and repenting while helpless
on the cross. Although his life on this earth was full of shameful
crimes, in the hereafter he was honored to enter Paradise for the
first time with the Lord. Also, the story of the criminal who was
saved shows that by the time Jesus died on the cross, the words,
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” were ful-
filled (Luke 19:10). Jesus finally died without any regrets, exclaim—
ing “It is finished” (John 19:30). The cross of Jesus is the cross of
complete victory.
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When the women went to the tomb with spices at dawn on the first
day after the Sabbath, two angels announced the resurrection of
Jesus. The women informed the apostles, and Peter himself con-
firmed that the tomb was empty (24:1-12). The resurrected Jesus
appeared to the two disciples on their way to Emmaus and taught
them about Christ (24:13-35), and also appeared to the gatherings
of his disciples and ate grilled fish together (24:24:36-43). After that,
he taught them to understand the Scripture (24:44-49) and after
blessing his disciples he ascended into heaven (24:50-53).

Luke 24:22-35

22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They
were at the tomb early in the morning,

23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying
that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was
alive.

24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found
it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”

25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken!

26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these
things and enter into his glory?”

27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he inter-
preted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning him-
self.

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going.
Heacted as ifhe were going farther,

29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is
toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to
stay with them.

30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and
blessed and broke it and gave it to them.

31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And
he vanished from their sight.

32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us
while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the
Scriptures?”’

33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem.
And they found the eleven and those who were with them
gathered together,

34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Si-
mon!”

35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
was known to them in the breaking of the bread.
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How did the resurrected Je—
sus rebuke the two men on
their way to Emmaus after
hearing their conversation?
(24:25-26)

St ofl==0l 11 F ARt
SH AARIZI0IA HS 7ERIAF &
AFSIA|LL 0] ISO0AH| F4
O 0| HOIRELIIR 31E)
What happened when the
resurrected Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to the two men at
the meal? (24:31)
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The hearts of those who believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ
are always filled with joy. No matter what, in the midst of difficul-
ties in life, they never lose joy. They do not despair or give up easi—
ly. They are not capricious according to their moods or emotions.
The resurrection of Jesus Christ tells us that God has given us the
last laugh. There is a saying, “The person who laughs last is the ul-
timate winner.” In that sense, God is the ultimate victor. At that
time, the council members belonging to the Sanhedrin, the highest
body of Judaism, who judged Jesus, thought they were the last to
laugh.

Cowardly Pilate who sentenced Jesus to be crucified even though
he knew Jesus was innocent, thought he was the last to laugh.
Even the Roman soldiers who whipped Jesus, punched Him, spit
on Him, ridiculed Him, and finally crucified Him, thought they were
the last to laugh. But it is God who laughs last. God, who raised
Jesus from the tomb, laughed for the last time. All Christians who
participated in the resurrection of Jesus Christ will have the last
laugh: we all will be the ultimate winner.
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Luke 5:1-11

“You will fish for people”

@ Opening Question

Share an experience when you tried your best and didn’t get the results you desired.

@ Understanding today’s passage

One day Jesus saw two boats on the Sea of Galilee (Lake Gennesaret). While the fisher-
men were washing their nets when they got off the boat, Jesus got into Simon Peter’s
boat and taught them the Word. Without any explanation, Jesus told Peter, “Go out into
the deep and let down your nets fora catch” (5:4). In fact, they had fished all night, but did
not catch a single fish. Thus, in the morning, exhausted, they were washing their nets.
Jesus knew the situation and said to Peter, “Go out into the deep and let down your nets
for a catch.” Then Peter answered, “Teacher, we have toiled all night and caught nothing;
butat your word | will let down the nets” (5:5).

In obedience to Jesus’ command, Peter got into the boat and lowered his nets into the
depths of the water. As a result, he caught so many fish that the nets were torn. Unable
to do anything on his own, he turned to James and John, his partners in another boat,
for help. He filled two boats with the fish he had caught, and the boats were submerged
in the sea (5:7). Then Peter fell down at Jesus’ knees and confessed, “Depart from me,
Lord, | am a sinner” (5:8). After that, all of them brought their boats onshore, left every-
thing behind, and became disciples of Jesus.

Here we need to pay attention to what Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Do not be afraid, for
from now on you will fish for people” (5:10). Regarding the same incident, the writers of
Matthew and Mark recorded Jesus saying, “Follow me. | will make you fishers of men”
(C.f. Matt4:19; Mark 1:17). Therefore, the writer of Luke changed the expression “fishers
of men” to “catching men [alive].” (Unfortunately, in the ESV, the Greek word “zogron”
which means “alive” was not translated literally.) The original meaning of this word is “to



be taken alive” (2 Tim 2:26), and is often used in the Septuagint (LXX) to mean “to deliver
life from danger.” (C.f. Num 31:15; Deut 20:16) Therefore, according to the writer of the
Gospel of Luke, a disciple of Jesus Christ is an evangelist who brings people alive and
leads them to salvation. In other words, evangelism is about taking people alive and deliv-
ering them from the dangers of sin and death.

© Into the Word

1.What did Jesus say to Peter who labored all night and did not catch any fish? (5:4)

2. What did Jesus say to Peter, who was shocked to see so many fish caught that the
nets were torn? (5:10)

@ Into our Life

1. The fact they caught so many fish that their nets were torn is a symbol of how empty
the previous lives of the Galilean fishermen at that time was. This amazing miracu-
lous event made a huge difference in their lives. If you have experienced a significant
change in your life since meeting Jesus, please share.

2.Luke 5:11 says, “They pulled their boats up on shore, and left everything and followed
Jesus.” This emphasizes the fact that the total renunciation of possessions is a prereq—
uisite for discipleship. Please share what you will give up to follow Jesus.

© Memory Verse - Luke 5:10

‘And so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.
And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”

® Sharing with your children

Share how you have changed since you believedin Jesus?
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week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Luke 15:25-32

Prodigal Father

@ Opening Question

Please share something you did that made your father happy.

@ Understanding today’s passage

To the older son, who grumbled in anger over his father who had prepared a big feast for
his younger brother, his father was nothing but lost. The older son in this parable rep—
resents the Pharisees and scribes, the self-proclaimed righteous people of that time.
The older son said. “I have served my father for many years, and | have never disobeyed
his orders, but he never gave me a young goat so that me and my friends could enjoy it.
When this son who squandered his father’s livelihood with prostitutes came back, he
killed a fattened calf for him!” (15: 29-30). In these words, we see that the older son never
left his father’s arms, but in reality, he lost his father. In other words, in the opinion of the
older son, the father was not an object of love and respect, but of service. He was like a
master who gave strict orders.

It is necessary to pay attention to the way a father treats his older son who has lost his
real father. “[The eldest son] was angry and would not go in, but his father came out and
persuaded him” (15:28). The eldest son was furious at the news that his father had held
a feast when his younger brother returned and had no intention of entering the house at
all. Then his father came out of the house and encouraged him. Here, the Greek verb for
‘recommendation” is “parakaleo”, which means to appeal, to plead with, as well as to ap-
pease, comfort, invite. (The word “Comforter” came from the word “parakletos” [C.f. John
16:7]). The father did not command the rebellious older son. On the contrary, he appealed
and comforted him with love.

The father came out of the house and comforted the eldest son, saying: “Son, you are



always with me, and everything | have is yours; but we had to celebrate and be glad,
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again, and he was lost and is found”
(15:31-32). His father called him “my son” in a sweet voice, and he said, “You are my
son and | am your father,” meaning “you are always with me, and | am always with you.”
In particular, we see that in the words “all that is mine is yours,” there is an allusion to his
desire for the inheritance that the father will leave to his two sons. A slave is given a wage,
butasonis givenaninheritance

© Into the Word

1.Why was the firstborn son angry and did not go into the house? (15:29-30)

2. What did the father say to the eldest son who complainedin anger? (15:31-32)

@ Into our Life

1.1f God is my father, how do | usually deal with God the Father? Are you just serving and
obeying Him like a servant, caught up in a sense of duty? Or are you giving Him love and
respect with joy like ason?

2.Please share the problems the inertia—soaked religious life has.

© Memory Verse - Luke 15:31-32

“‘And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fit-
ting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and
isfound.”

(® Sharing with your children

Was there something that pleased your father? What is the most recent thing you have
done that pleased him?
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week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Luke 1:46-56

Gospel of Equality

@ Opening Question

If you have been unfairly discriminated against during your immigration life, please share.

@ Understanding today’s passage

The text is the Hymn of Mary, known by the name of the Magnificat. This name is derived from
the phrase Mary “praised the Lord” in Luke 1:46 of the Latin Vulgate Bible. The content of the
hymn that we should pay special attention to are verses 51-53. “He has performed mighty
deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has
brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry
with good things but has sent the richaway empty.”

This song reveals that when Jesus comes into the world he will do the work of “equalizing” or
“leveling”. In other words, the song refers to the work of lowering the high and exalting the low,
making the hungry full, and sending the rich away empty—-handed, so that all people will be
equal before God. In fact, this is the core of the gospel that the writer of the Gospel of Luke is
trying to convey through Jesus. But these words are similar to Isaiah 40:3-5, which the proph-
et Isaiah had long ago prophesied about the Messiah: “A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness
prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley
shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the
rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it to-
gether. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

From the beginning of history, discrimination from “the powerful” has existed in this world.
Even now, many people around the world are suffering from racism, sexism, economic dispar-
ity, class discrimination, knowledge discrimination, and appearance discrimination. During the
ministry of his public life, Jesus fought against discrimination and eliminated discrimination



himself. Therefore, Jesus Christ’s gospel of equality directly rejects all discrimination. A world
without discrimination is the vision Jesus had. Mary had testified with her hymns, knowing in
advance that baby Jesus in her own womb would do this in the future. Jesus Christ is the one
who embodies the value of equality in the world. Therefore, all Christians must be messengers
of this gospel of equality.

© Into the Word

1. Mary sings in Luke 1:47, “My heart rejoiced in God my Savior.” Why? (1:48)

2. Please fillin the blanks:
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those whoare () intheir
inmost thoughts. He has brought down () from their thrones but has lifted up the( ).
Hehasfilledthe () withgood thingsbuthas sentthe () awayempty. (1:51-53)

@ Into our Life

1. Whatare the fundamental reasons why people discriminate against others?

2.Let's share what the church should do when faced with the gospel of equalization of Jesus
Christ.

© Memory Verse - Luke 1:51-53

“He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble es-
tate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.”

(® Sharing with your children

Has anyone ever discriminated against me? What did you think at the time?
Or, have | ever discriminated against others? Why did you discriminate?
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week 4 The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Luke 22:31-34, 54-62

The crowing of the rooster

@ Opening Question

Have you ever been betrayed by someone?
Please share how you felt at that time.

@ Understanding today’s passage

Jesus gave Peter this warning: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to sift you
like wheat, but | have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. When you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers” (22:31-32). Jesus spoke these words looking into the
future of Simon Peter. Itis a promise that Jesus will keep praying for him even though Pe—
ter willbe often tempted by Satan.

Peter must have been conceited after he heard the words of this promise. So he cried out,
“Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” It's kind of like a false promise.
Hearing his words, Jesus said, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny that you
know me three times” (22:34). Not surprisingly, when Jesus was arrested and entered
the high priest’s house, Peter followed him from a distance. Then he sat among the peo-
ple who were sitting around the fire. When people recognized him and insisted, “You were
with him, too,” he denied Jesus exactly three times on the spot. At that very moment, the
rooster crowed. Then, when Jesus turned and looked at Peter, he remembered what the
Lord had said, went outside, and wept bitterly.

In fact, what led Peter to weeping repentance must have been the Lord’s gaze on the one
who had denied Jesus three times in a row. However, if the rooster hadn’t crowed at that
moment, he might not have remembered the words of the Lord. The crowing of a rooster
awakened Peter from his pride. The crowing of a rooster was a sound that awakened Pe—
ter, who had not prayed but depended on his own strength. In the end, the crowing of a
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rooster was like the merciful voice of the Lord who made Peter realize his own weakness,
develop his strong faith, and become the vanguard of evangelism.

© Into the Word

1.How many times did Peter deny that he knew Jesus before the rooster crowed? (22:34)

2.What did Peter do when he heard the crowing of a rooster and remembered what Jesus
had said? (22:62)

@ Into our Life

1. Have you made any promises to the Lord at the beginning of the year? If there are any
promises you haven't kept in the past year, please share them.

2.Hearing the rooster crow, Peter came to his senses, thoroughly turned away from his
sins and repented. Please share what you experienced during the year when you were
reminded of the Word of the Lord and changed your heart through some intermediary.

© Memory Verse - Luke 22:61-62

“‘And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord,
how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.”
And he went outand wept bitterly.”

® Sharing with your children

If you have not been able to keep a promise you made with someone over the past year,
what is the reason for not keeping your promise?
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L
MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance : # 3022587

Country : Honduras

Serving At : United Methodist Mission in Honduras
Home Country : Costa Rica — San Jose

Jimenez Rojas, Yorleni R.

Yorleni R. Jiménez Rojas is a United Methodist missionary with the General
Board of Global Ministries serving as the mission program director for the
United Methodist Mission in Honduras. She is based in Tegucigalpa, Honduras.

Ms. Rojas’ program focuses on congregational development. Her primary
responsibilities are developing, promoting, implementing and reviewing
strategic directions for programming; working with Honduran entities in
advancing general programming; and identifying and administering mission
funds congruent with programming.

Although Methodism came to the northern coast of Honduras 100 years
ago through British Methodism, and later with the Methodist Church of
the Caribbean and the Americas, it is fairly new for the Honduran Spanish-
speaking community. The mission in Honduras began in 1998. In 2002, the
Honduras Initiative officially became a United Methodist mission. It currently
includes 19 congregations and 53 faith communities. As an emerging new
church, the mission is showing urgent need for pastors and the development of
clergy and lay leadership.

The Honduran Mission constituency is largely composed of economically
marginalized people with limited formal education. One area getting Ms.
Rojas’ attention is in-country networking and alliances with other secular,
nongovernmental and Honduran religious organizations. Fostering those
relationships not only strengthens the Honduran Mission with national



resources, but also continues to forge its Honduran identity and empowers
the cultural aspect of the mission. Ms. Rojas’ position is crucial in guiding the
Honduran Mission to maturity.

Born in Costa Rica, Ms. Rojas was 8 years old when her family converted
to Christianity. Passionate about studying the Scriptures, she said, “I had
a burning desire to serve God.” As a youth, she taught Sunday school and
encouraged others to follow Jesus. Entering the university, she began studies in
psychology and journalism. “I had a strong desire to help others,” she recalled,
“and psychology was a good medium for it. The journalism career I left aside
because of economic limitations.” She earned a psychology degree from the
University of Costa Rica and started pursuing a master’s degree with an
emphasis on the Old Testament.

Prior to her current assignment, Ms. Rojas was a psychotherapist at Casa
Main Project, working with girls ages 2 to 12 who had suffered abuse. She
helped to plant and served as a pastor of Jesucrista Pan de Vida (Jesus Christ
Bread of Life), an independent church. In charge of Christian education, she
also preached. She experienced what she called “a second stage of questioning
in my Christian pilgrimage, which had been characterized by much service.
I began a search to find a genuine Christian spirituality, centered on being
and not so much on doing (activism),” she said. “This helped me to a deeper
understanding of our human nature, in contrast to the divine nature, and to be
able to resize issues such as faith, grace, salvation and mission.”

Confronted by multiple losses, Ms. Rojas entered what she termed “a time
of dispossession, where only the grace and love of God sustained me. God
comforted me and guided me through a process of healing and freedom, and
made me resize my ministerial call,” she said. “My fervent desire is to arrange
my life so that God’s purpose is fulfilled in me, and that everything he has
given me is at his service.”

Ms. Rojas has a daughter, Rebeca, who is a member of Comunidad Cristina
Perdonados para Servir (Community Cristina Forgiven to Serve) in San José,
Costa Rica. The church is part of an independent denomination.
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