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Dear Lord 5,

From January 2021, 1 oj|=
Time A]ZF

Place &4 ojlA

sitting before you =g ko] Qto}
eating your Word =9 2] ©4&-& Q11
praying to you, 5= 7] o} =

will have a fellowship with you.

Zq3} wAsd 9

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1het A g Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= IEU? (1} 26:40)
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CHEp CONVERSATIONS

A 7= e 71&(ar) E BoKscience) = X Y&
Ut ot 23 upZ(heart)s 1EA Fohalvtal 24 AAlstAY
(resolutely determined) 8- ShdE S 98 1292 AR o= A
o] Z 3ol Q.

J}d |I=|_'|}I|-| [Hil- FIRST CONVERSATION

S0 YEs7171A]

W7t 2EA FAE A3 it A2 16664 8€ 389 LolgisY
ot i3} Foll 2=, 271 obd] Algoll 9| Fo gl A o) A g okt
J o] E¥g}t-2.8(singular favour)= WA S8FU5Yh

I3 AL, Qo] ot Hojd At U st a2 S HlEtE e, 1O
£ Qv 3 URUEC| AR Eofg AU, E 50| gojv d
7R AAZ AFEUT 1A 5hd ] A2l (Providence)
9} A5 (Power)ol| tigt 73t v A (vision)oll Y= AL, TR 0]
2% A3 vk (soul)o| A YA A F2 A 15 A 5] Aol A
Hojtioi(loose), ShES B3t AFFCE THA EfR 2R E Jd
AJUth. 22 4040] A Aote =8¢ - o AXZIT L
& S T EAR01NAL.

de 34 92 T2 & goHZ( Fieubert) X9 A5+
(foofman)e] =T, A4Tt A= of o242 A Fo|(awk-
ward fellow)F ot @35yt
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A0l 17t A7 A EH WIS = Aol Hoj B 2718
719] 482 St A B (sacrifice) = A 94271 S1A 91‘:”4"—} 5/
2 shibd 2 19 7|8 Holde €& sy, A7 Ie 2
3|2 A4 Abe o) 2 BHE(satisfaction)2 A E A ALYt

U3S P99 7|Fo2 JOoAXQ

2= 283 ZAglo] g3kE eo 22X shde] AAE 9
Al5l= 71-Y|(in a sense of GOD'’s Presence) AAZE HIZ A
ok 5, sk (trifles) o1 242 AE(fooleries)= A2 oh= 1t
2] 183} tisKconversation)s TASHE & E11E Lo]
g3 7= agsyh

ShdS P 3R Y40 E 289 JES Ho| YRS
ojof3trtal X Q. J&H IEA AAlet= 7kt 2 7180] $
oA Zrok-& AzZtHA Q.

29 933 &7]2ka A7) A sfoF kL E sy /3
APAE QY= Ry FLe e 7k 9loy WLe-S 39]9] 7]
Z 02 AL Al ujd Wk 531 7] % (devotions)E Al7HS T
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?:l’i w3]9] HAl(the spirit of the Church)o|™, &A%t =2 7
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A Q. AR 07 AL Yoj= 8 BE(a soul truly resigned)oldl
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increase
our wisdom?
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Chapter 1 i the prelude of Proverbs: the fear of the Lord is the ‘
basis and beginning of knowledge! young peaple especially . :
should leam the principles of life by understanding wisdom and ! :;“in%g u‘lllﬁﬂf-‘l?%-lﬂlﬁﬂﬂk
instruction: and we are admonished to live life in accordance | R 2 20RIL (2-43) :
with God's will. Chapter 2 continues to elaborate on the benefits i What should'weidalto gain
of wisdom. If we want to gain wisdom, we must seek it. And if 1 wisdom? (2:2-4) @ uer7|
we seek it, wa will receive it as a gift from Ged, ]
] [=Ne] 2=
' == 722 FHE

VRPN

SSLE0 tet OlsiE

My som. il you receive my words and ireasure up my com-
mandments with you,

3 =A
2making vour ear attentive to wisdom and inclining vour | = L'l I:I-
heart to understanding; ]
3yes, if vou call out for insight and raise your voice for un- 3 =
derstanding, | MMermegum 6 st IZH°‘|(ESV/7H9|,7 H&)
4ilyou scek it like silver and search for it as for hidden trea- From whom does wisdom o] O-IQI- Sr= E |
sures, come?
) gleoz Hm 9_|
5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the glo——= T
] o = =
knowledge of God. |:-|:q o—|0| OloHoul-l_ll:l-_
6For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;
oA A
7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield o 6 =20 '—'ng
those who walk in integrity, 7(|_ |A'|E X‘”XI’—(}'”}”
T I:I
8 guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of oro X|&2 O A
hissains. HE &t EI |A4 L'l E'l'
9Then you will understand righteousness and justice and QE—% —C|>-E_| = X'I:LI* OE
equity, every good path; @ ----------------- HiS 6" .” 8" | |:||-M0,”
k) [
10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge b e T — _I'_ S o =1
will be pleasant to your soul; P SYSHAEd NS 71 5 |_| Ct,
11 discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard SUNNENNNNNRNNINN,
you,
=1_A OfL}p =Ll
12 delivering vou from the way of evil, from men of pervert- @ c; 30“ |‘|_|‘ T o
edspeech, oMo
252 ol FEHA
o X = o
E'-|01I71I FAlE d32 "

71 2jn|2 75| SABLICH
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Shadaacs 0 KisksSitdo] H0IKE 760} & ClRlLICt

&% o 2o
EFSLct Wisdom is a gift from God and must be sought
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WM IS IS 2R B2 BASHE TULICH JAM SRSk o)
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ZBIAAUCE 2200 REER 0J0[FO 512 DI 0|7} XHARHA
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S FoIT ZEk M0 X 48 F2k 7 g s 3
= K0P F2 248 FAK= OFAX| SHLEHORILICH (OF 7:11). XjsE 2o2iel
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32 50| 0P AN TS B& + YLD, T 92| KNS §0
5} opax 201 2/212 KIS PEIALL 2A| = KR WP BUC Xisie) §2y
QS One Word & LIIPNI A2 S35 OF7 K £17] ERLICH
op | 30| Ao 470t X[347t ©B{supreme)0]7|0d W7t 7Y 2 248 CF BiAA
2= BAE POoID AL Xals 2800, 13E i M= THL Y
H o a7 I3 A FUCL 224 SA0 Kist= SLH0| 28] FAle MEOIRHSE
Oigf_e)e T n ), 2120| RIRILICH 5 SLESE HLIAE RISEE 218 + 20 welld
0:||_|_ :l 7(-| F_":-II St __I.Dé-l O] | ﬂiﬂﬂ LIOUA Xisi7} SISICI, Mels ©SO0|0 23101 X|84E otz 3t
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The Hebrew word for proverbs is “mashal” and means *_is the same as.”

N5101 i) A e
%E_Pé! _J'\_ 9}! I EuJL_lf_l- consists of the word “Jam” which means “a needle” and “Eun” which

means “spoken word.” Combined it means to teach as if poking with 2
neadle. Pecple with wisdom, including Solomon, deaply observed life and
discovered certain pattems existed. Solomon begins Chapter 2 with "My
son”, like when a father admonishes his children. The essence of the ad-

@ T=7| % One Prayer moniton s 0 “sesk and search.” (23-0)
There is no parent who would refuse to give 2 gift to a child who eamesty
EE :Equl'l_ DEI'AS; EO|'| asks for one. Our Father in Heaven will give good gifts to those who ask
Him. (Matt 7:11) If we want to gain wisdom, than we must ask for it and
JQ'--'OI A g AO2 soek God who is the source of wisden, We must rase our voios and we
o N masst seek it as if seeking treasures. Then we will be given wisdom and
'|O|“— %EE ;tl":,L.ll:_l' understanding. But if we look at curselves, we might be surprised that we

are not sesking or sasrching for wisdom, It is because we do not treat wis—
dom a3 a precious freasune though we know that we need wisdom.
Htmlbsa?sa\sm‘mdun is supreme:; therefore, we should gain un-
fing even though it may cost all you heve, Wisdom is treasure and
ﬂnsawhobeiew'lfwlﬂsaek.seatd! and uttimately gain it. But at the

© W39t AIHRLS 2l 7|

time, wisdom is given by God and God is wisdom. (2:6) In other
Prayer for ChUIChes - Rp— 1 mwemtgaufmdunw ﬁmamm;m&nlimhﬂm
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R e wisdom as we welome gar,
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Chapter 1 is the prelude of Proverbs: the fear of the Lord is the
basis and beginning of knowledge; young people especially
should learn the principles of life by understanding wisdom and
instruction; and we are admonished to live life in accordance
with God’s will. Chapter 2 continues to elaborate on the benefits
of wisdom. If we want to gain wisdom, we must seek it. And if
we seek it, we will receive it as a gift from God.

Proverbs 2:1-12

1My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my com-
mandments with you,

2making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your
heart to understanding;

3yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for un-
derstanding,

4ifyou seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden trea-
sures,

5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the
knowledge of God.

6 For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;

7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to
those who walk in integrity,

8 guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of
his saints.

2 Then you will understand righteousness and justice and
equity, every good path;

10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge
will be pleasant to your soul;

11 discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard
you,

12 delivering you from the way of evil, from men of pervert-
ed speech,

Engaging with Words

MM A
LS {OF

XISE 27| 9IaHH 2217} H0f
& 9l 2ol (2-4%)

What should we do to gain
wisdom? (2:2-4)

Koz =226 SL?
(6%)

From whom does wisdom
come? (2:6)
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Wisdom is a gift from God and must be sought
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The Hebrew word for proverbs is “mashal” and means “__is the same as.”
It is translated as “parable” and is an instruction succinctly containing cer-
tain patterns of precepts observed in life. In Chinese, it is &S JamEun. It
consists of the word “Jam” which means “a needle” and “Eun” which
means “spoken word.” Combined it means to teach as if poking with a
needle. People with wisdom, including Solomon, deeply observed life and
discovered certain patterns existed. Solomon begins Chapter 2 with “My
son’, like when a father admonishes his children. The essence of the ad-
monition is to “seek and search.” (2:3-4)

There is no parent who would refuse to give a gift to a child who earestly
asks for one. Our Father in Heaven will give good gifts to those who ask
Him. (Matt 7:11) If we want to gain wisdom, then we must ask for it and
seek God who is the source of wisdom. We must raise our voice and we
must seek it as if seeking treasures. Then we will be given wisdom and
understanding. But if we look at ourselves, we might be surprised that we
are not seeking or searching for wisdom. It is because we do not treat wis—
dom as a precious treasure though we know that we need wisdom.
Proverbs 4.7 says that wisdom is supreme; therefore, we should gain un—
derstanding even though it may cost all you have. Wisdom is treasure and
those who believe that will seek, search, and ultimately gain it. But at the
same time, wisdom is given by God and God is wisdom. (2:6) In other
words, we cannot gain wisdom if we are separated from God. If we had no
wisdom until now, let us seek and find the supreme being and treasure of
wisdom as we welcome the New Year.
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Solomon admonished us to trust in the Lord with all our
heart, to acknowledge Him in all our ways, to receive His
guidance, and to gain wisdom. He then listed traits of the
wise.

Proverbs 3:1-12

1My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep
my commandments,

2 for length of days and years of life and peace they will add
toyou.

3 et not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind
them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your
heart.

4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God
and man.

5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on
your own understanding.

61n all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make
straight your paths.

7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn
away fromevil.

81t will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your
bones.

2 Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits
of all your produce;

10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats
will be bursting with wine.

11 My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline or be wea-
ry of his reproof,

12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father
the soninwhom he delights.
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What is the most important
trait of the wise? (3:5-7)

SILEEO| ALZSIAlE AFEOA
XIS A7) Aol SAIE S
2 2oL (1-122)
What does the Lord do to
give wisdom to those whom
He loves? (3:11-12)
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Let us try to keep 5 traits of the wise in the New Year
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What traits do the wise have? Chapter 3 allows us to compare how
close we are to the wise. First, the wise trust in the LORD with all
their heart. (3:5) To trust someone means to shift our entire center
of gravity to him. Indeed, we sometimes place more of our trust in
material things, a job, or a person rather than God. Second, the
wise acknowledge God in all their ways and receive His guidance.
(3:6) Here the emphasis is placed on “all their ways.” Whether
large or small, in ALL our ways, we must not lean on our own un—
derstanding.

Third, the wise always maintain a desire to learn. They are ready to
listen to the advice of others regardless of their age, race, or social
status. The unwise, however, consider themselves wise in their
own eyes. (3:7) Fourth, the wise are generous with their wealth.
(3:9) Not only do they honor the Lord with the first fruits of all their
crops, but they also do it with joy and experience God's abundant
grace and blessings. The last and fifth trait is that the wise learn
through failures and mistakes. (3:11-12) Even the wise may fall or
fail but they grow and become mature through the pain of that fall
or failure. Therefore, they accept the discipline of the Lord with
gratitude. On the other hand, a fool detests discipline. The poet Ar—
chibald MacLeish said, “There is a stronger pain than the one
learned from experience, it is the pain of not learning through ex-
perience.”
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Chapter 5 is a source of wisdom for married couples. We
should consider our spouse as blessed well water and to
keep and protect them. We should be wise and avoid the
adulteress (strangers, unknowns) who may look sweet but
lead us to the way of death like bitter gall.

Proverbs 5:1-8, 15-19

1My son, be attentive to my wisdom; incline your ear to my
understanding,

2that you may keep discretion, and your lips may guard
knowledge.

3For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, and her
speech is smoother than oil,

4put in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-
edged sword.

5Her feet go down to death; her steps follow the path to
Sheol;

6 she does not ponder the path of life; her ways wander, and
she does not know it.

7 And now, O sons, listen to me, and do not depart from the
words of my mouth.

8 Keep your way far from her, and do not go near the door of
her house,

15 Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from
your own well.

16 Should your springs be scattered abroad, streams of water
inthe streets?

17 Let them be for yourself alone, and not for strangers with
you.

18 et your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of
your youth,

19 a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all
times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love.
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What are the traits of the
adulteress? (5:3-5)
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What will happen to us when
we do not heed the warnings
against the adulteress?
(5:9-12)
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Last fall, the president of a well-known Christian seminary univer-
sity resigned because his inappropriate relationship with his secre—
tary was exposed. He was a fundraiser and solicitor of support for
the university and contributed a great deal to the growth of the
university but the sex scandal destroyed his legacy and reputation
overnight. Chapter 5 warns to watch out for the “adulteress” that
destroys the relationship of a married couple. (5:3) The Hebrew
word for adulteress is “zarah” and it means “stranger” or “un—
known”. Sexual relationships with strangers lead to death and to
the grave. (5:5)

Such a relationship feels like honey in the beginning but ultimately
will turn bitter as gall and sharp as a double-edged sword. (5:4)
Chapter 5 compares a spouse to a well spring and admonishes us
to treat our spouse as a treasure. (5:15) We are to prevent the well
spring from overflowing in the streets and to let it be ours alone.
(5:16-17) One wisdom shared on how to safeguard the well spring
is to avoid the adulteress, that is, the stranger and keep far away
from them. (5:8) Even the upright Joseph had to run away from the
wife of Potiphar to overcome the temptation. “Do not do ___." “Do
not go ___." They sound like restrictions on our freedom. Fish will
die if they escape from water because they do not like water. Sim—
ilarly, the wisdom of God may appear to be “restrictions” for us but
actually it is the Word of life for our “freedom”.
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In Chapter 8 the anthropomorphism of wisdom is expressed
as a pronoun, a person, and an existence prior to creation.
Those who listen to wisdom will be blessed and will receive
life and favor from the Lord.

Proverbs 8:1-8, 32-36

1Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her
voice?

20n the heights beside the way, at the crossroads she takes
her stand;

3 beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the
portals she cries aloud:

4“Toyou, Omen, | call,and my cry is to the children of man.
50 simple ones, learn prudence; O fools, learn sense.

6 Hear, for | will speak noble things, and from my lips will
come what is right,

7 for my mouth will utter truth; wickedness is an abomina-
tiontomy lips.

8 All the words of my mouth are righteous; there is nothing
twisted or crooked in them.

32“And now, O sons, listen to me: blessed are those who
keep my ways.

33 Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglectiit.

34 Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my
gates, waiting beside my doors.

35 For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from
the LORD,

36 but he who fails to find me injures himself; all who hate
me love death.”
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In Proverbs 8:4 who is “I” re—
ferring to?
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Who is “I” and what is the
blessing given to the person
who gains “I”? (8:35)
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In Chapter 8, wisdom is quite uniquely anthropomorphized as a
person. “To you, O men, | call out; | raise my voice to all mankind.”
(8:4) “My mouth speaks what is true, for my lips detest wicked-
ness.” (8:7) Surprisingly, he said, “l was appointed from eternity.”
(8:23) The one who existed from eternity and before the earth was
formed is Jesus Christ. (Heb 1:2-3)

Apostle Paul called Jesus Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. (1Cor 1:24) Therefore when you receive Jesus, you gain
wisdom, life, and everything. (8:35) In Him, all resources that we
need in our life are contained. The boundaries of the sea and the
foundation of the earth were set by the Lord who is wisdom. Wis-
dom is an insight to understand the underlying principles and rea—
sonings of daily life. Therefore, our wisdom grows as we come
nearer to the Lord and love Him and obey His commands. Let us
reflect on our relationship with the Lord. Whereas we claim that we
love the Lord (rather than meditate on our relationship with Him
and His word and obey His word), do we not treat other objects as
the source of wisdom and resources as if they are more trust-
worthy than the Lord? Jesus Christ is the power of God and the
wisdom of God.
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Chapter 9 compares the traits of the wise, the simple, and
the mocker and further admonishes the simple and the
mocker to come back to the Holy Lord who is the source of
wisdom and understanding.

Proverbs 9:7-18

7Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who
reproves awicked man incurs injury.

8Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a
wise man, and he will love you.

2 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser;
teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is insight.

11 For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be
added to your life.

12 |fyou are wise, you are wise for yourself; if you scoff, you
alone will bearit.

13 The woman Folly is loud; she is seductive and knows
nothing.

14 She sits at the door of her house; she takes a seat on the
highest places of the town,

15 calling to those who pass by, who are going straight on
their way,

16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” And to him
who lacks sense she says,

17 “Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleas-
ant.”

18 But he does not know that the dead are there, that her
guests are in the depths of Sheol.
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Why should the mocker not
be rebuked? (9:7-8)
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Why should a wise man be
instructed? (9:9)
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Some time ago, | had a conversation with a person who claimed to be a ditheist
(a theology that acknowledges the existence of two equally powerful gods, one
good and one bad which was close to an atheist). He asserted that there was
no absolute good and evil, and because truth is relative, we should not talk
about what was right or wrong to anybody. Then the subject of discrimination
came up. ‘Is discrimination an evil?” To this, he answered, “Discrimination is
evil, it should absolutely not be allowed, and it is a sin that should be uprooted in
all societies in the USA.”

As he revealed several cases of discrimination that he had personally experi-
enced as an immigrant, he was upset as his personal bad memories came back
to haunt him. | asked him again. ‘| see what happened to you. | fully share the
feelings because | myself had similar experiences. But just now, you said that
there was no absolute goodness and truth and all moral judgments are relative,
didn’t you? But then where did the moral standard, claiming that discrimination
is a sin, come from?” He seemed to be a bit embarrassed and continued with a
tirade of explanations. But he seemed to have realized his own contradiction in
the midst of his gibberish claims.

In the midst of his own logic and belief was hidden a piece of truth borrowed
from somewhere like the expression in today’s scripture, “stolen water of the
foolish woman.” (9:17) As he denied the existence of God and the history of
God, he wished to assert his own logic of political and moral righteousness. But
his logic could not be explained without recognizing the absolute goodness and
truth of God. Chapter 9 invites the simple to come and turn to the “Holy One.”
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Chapter 11 compares the traits of the upright and the dis—
honest, shows the result, and warns that duplicity of two-
faced people will ultimately lead to destruction. Chapter
12 compares the righteous and the wicked and especially
shows the traits revealed through lips and words.

Proverbs 11:1-11

1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just
weight s his delight.

2When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the
humble is wisdom.

3 The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crooked-
ness of the treacherous destroys them.

4 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness
delivers from death.

5 The righteousness of the blameless keeps his way straight,
but the wicked falls by his own wickedness.

6 The righteousness of the upright delivers them, but the
treacherous are taken captive by their lust.

7 When the wicked dies, his hope will perish, and the expec-
tation of wealth perishes too.

8 The righteous is delivered from trouble, and the wicked
walks into it instead.

2 With his mouth the godless man would destroy his neigh-
bor, but by knowledge the righteous are delivered.

10 When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices,
and when the wicked perish there are shouts of gladness.

11 By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but by the
mouth of the wicked it is overthrown.
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What are the promises given
to the upright? (11:3, 6)
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What is the destiny of the
wicked who use dishonest
scales? (11:3, 6)

45



St Ok

st LS one Word
&2 O 70| SH517| lsh
s IS USRS
=xEUCH

CIA

|_|'E7 |E One Prayer
s FMTZOR

HHE QA2

SR 7|EE 7 IS

w3t AIHXS 2f8t 7|=
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

46

Q151 919] 2:2]

Voices from The Hill
Green washing, Gospel washing?

0] #|LI=(Yvon Chouinard)2h= it SH7H= FIeHEF0| S| PE &
2ot HEst SESH 0|22 71 ARRILICH BE FIgtAS £7161H 0|
22 F70l= MEFL MAIN 835t7(7t 0 o224, S0IEAT
DLMIR slAls O Bag S=6tn Fletdnt 4X0)2t= F 0f2|Q E7|
£ D% HQICID HILET JUSLICE TJ2Lt O 7|HYE2 Zo=E= Righ
4, =M AHS BHIGHK| T ARMO 2 MMoHK| o= 7|YEE UELIC
JZAE “Green washing”0[2t11 £ELICE 1 7|52 OFX| SH4S M2t
ol= ZIX{E EHE S1X|0t AXXMOZE SHAS Tiloh= WEOZ J|Y
= YL

1% 120 “40l= X2"0| SH6H=H| Green washing2 SICHE £0|=
M20[X|2. J2|1 1130l= “FaI", “QA"0|2k= Hoj7t 2ol SHEL
CHE, 6, 11&). 3Mo| ‘MAI'S integrity, T Z2} £0| 211, U1} =0
SILIZ 2HoITHs SEQLICE SANA HEatH, ZTtofAfQ] Lut ZE of
ZHOflA 2| 40| ZCH= 220|11, M0 MEo6tH, T ofH{of|A Q] ZZ45t
D50 FF HIELAES & [0 250| £0|= MSS MX| ¢4 SHst =
£ AR510 5lLtZ 2XGICH= SEQILICH Green washingOl2t= HOIE
H0 Gospel washings H22{ SLICL 522 HUSIK(R S3HE 4
X| Rot= 50| 22 QHoj| UX| ESLIIF? HRISH Xto| A2 XTI HE
2212 QIESH|CHEA). I X7t AL X[FI2 KIILIC,

Yvon Chouinard was a rock climber, founded a unique eco friendly
company Patagonia, and has become quite successful. Eco friendly
companies rarely succeed in a capitalistic society where pursuit of
profit is the top priority. Interestingly, Patagonia has overcome tra—
ditional wisdom by combining an eco friendly operation with busi—
ness profitability. However certain corporations preach eco friendly
operations and green management on the surface but do not prac-
tice either. This is called “green washing”. They advertise as if they
care about the environment, but they run their corporations in the
direction of environment destruction.

Proverbs 11:1 references “dishonest scales.” Green washing is the
present—day version of dishonest scales. In Chapter 11, the words
“upright” and “integrity” appear many times. (11:3, 6, 11) The word
“integrity” in Proverbs 11:3 means that the inside and the outside
are the same and the word and the deed are the same. Applied to
pastors, their words from the pulpit and deeds in their life should
be the same. Applied to lay people, sincere images at Sunday wor—
ship service and daily practice at the workplace, such as not using
dishonest scales but using correct weights are the same. In con—
trast to green washing, the expression Gospel washing pops up.
We preach the Gospel but do not practice what we preach, do we?
The integrity of the upright guides them. (11:3) Such a person is
wise.
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In Chapter 13, the righteous is symbolized as a wise son who
enjoys good things because they detest lies, act honestly,
and seek wisdom with humility. In Chapter 14, the wise is
symbolized as a wise woman who enjoys peaceful minds
because they set their house upright, fear the Lord, and
overcome fears coming from the world.

Proverbs 14:26-35

26 In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence, and
his children will have a refuge.

27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may
turn away from the snares of death.

28 |n amultitude of people is the glory of a king, but without
people aprince is ruined.

29 Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he
who has a hasty temper exalts folly.

30 A tranquil heart gives life to the flesh, but envy makes the
bones rot.

31 Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he
who is generous to the needy honors him.

32 The wicked is overthrown through his evildoing, but the
righteous finds refuge in his death.

33 Wisdom rests in the heart of a man of understanding, but
it makes itself known even in the midst of fools.

34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any
people.

35 A servant who deals wisely has the king’s favor, but his
wrath falls on one who acts shamefully.

Engaging with Words
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What are the promises to
those who fear the Lord?

(14:26)
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How do we turn from the
snares of death? (14:27)
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A fearful mind engenders anxiety in people and deprives them of
peace. 2020 was overwhelmed by COVID-19. The virus caused great
fear among people and threatened the peace and comfort of many
people. COVID-19 had lethal effects on people with underlying condi-
tions and the elderly so the fear of infection was much greater to the
people in those categories. As a matter of fact, if we look back at the
history of the human race, the pandemic is not without precedence.
The pestilence in the 14th century and tuberculosis in the 16th century
were ranked number 1 and 2 in the annals of epidemic history and
were major calamities beyond the scope of COVID-19.

Danger always lurks. We do not notice the many dangerous elements
in life, but it is almost a miracle that we exist in this world. Chapter 14
assures that “there is a secure fortress” for someone (14:26), there is a
way to turn a man from the snares of death (14:27), and there is a se-
cret to have a heart at peace. How is it possible to enjoy such peace
and comfort in the middle of a dangerous and fearful world? Surpris—
ingly, the secret is “fear”. Fear of the Lord. When we fear the Lord, we
will spurn worldly fear. (14:26, 27, 30) The reason why the midwives
let the Hebrew boys live in defiance of orders from the king of Egypt
was because their fear of the Lord overcame their fear of Pharaoh. Our
current generation is full of worldly fears. What we really need is true
fear of the Lord and trust in the Lord.
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Though we make plans, the truth is that God is in control.
Chapter 16 admonishes us to be guided by the Lord by
seeking His wisdom with humility and lowly minds and not
to commit foolish acts of arrogance by not trusting Him.

Proverbs 16:1-9, 18-20

1The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the
tongue is fromthe LORD.

2 All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the
LORD weighs the spirit.

3 Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be
established.

4 The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the
wicked for the day of trouble.

5 Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the
LORD; be assured, he will not go unpunished.

6 By steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for,
and by the fear of the LORD one turns away from evil.

7When a man’s ways please the LORD, he makes even his
enemies to be at peace with him.

8 Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues
with injustice.

92 The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes
his steps.

18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before
afall.

19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the poor than to di-
vide the spoil with the proud.

20 \Whoever gives thought to the wordwill discover good,
and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.
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What is promised when we
entrust all our plans with

God? (16:3)

Fotal 742tk Or30] 7142
Zik= SAALIP (18H)
What are the results of a
proud mind and haughty
spirit? (16:18)
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Thank you Lord for the failure of our plan
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We have learned a lesson from COVID-19. It is the truth that our steps are
determined by God though our ways are planned by our minds. Since
March 2020, plans were either abandoned or drastically adjusted. No
in—person worship service was allowed and fellowship lunch after service
was halted. Small group gatherings, outdoor activities, and plans for short
term mission trips were cancelled. Facing a pandemic for the first time, the
current generation was completely powerless. The current generation has
sent satellites to outer space and is ready to send astronauts to Mars but
we have succumbed to a primitive virus. The whole world came to a
screeching halt. We are faced with two choices: one is to return to the past
and the other is to fall into recession. But there is something that we must
not forget. It is to “repent.”

We must repent of our sin of damaging the ecosystem by our relentless
development. More than anything, we must repent of our sin of pride that
caused us to act as if we were the master of our lives. The Lord detests all
the proud of heart (16:5) and pride goes before destruction, a haughty
spirit before a fall (16:18). Did our plans fail because our pride did not
completely entrust God with all the plans of our lives? (16:3) Year 2020
was a painful year for all of us and it was a year when most of our plans
were thwarted but we are grateful to God. Because it was a year that
clearly taught us it is God not us who determines our steps, and though
our plans were thwarted, we believe that the deeper plans of God were
fulfilled.
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