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Let us walk
in the light
of the Lord
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Zion is the place where God rules the world. In the last days,
all people are invited to learn and follow the way of the LORD
from Zion. When we walk in the Way and in the light, con—
flicts will disappear and wars will end.

Isaiah 2:1-5, 17-22

! The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Ju-
dah and Jerusalem.

2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of
the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of
the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all
the nations shall flow to it,

3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up
to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Ja-
cob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of
the LORD from Jerusalem.

4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide dis-
putes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore.

50 house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the
LORD.

7 And the haughtiness of man shall be humbled, and the
lofty pride of men shall be brought low, and the LORD alone
will be exalted in that day.

'8 And the idols shall utterly pass away.

19 And people shall enter the caves of the rocks and the holes
of the ground, from before the terror of the LORD, and from
the splendor of his majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth.

20 In that day mankind will cast away their idols of silver
and their idols of gold, which they made for themselves to
worship, to the moles and to the bats,

21 to enter the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs,
from before the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor
ofhis majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth.

22 Stop regarding man in whose nostrils is breath, for of
what account is he?
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Where do the laws and the
word of the LORD that we
must learn and follow come
from? (2:3)
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What can a believer and a
church do to resolve conflicts
and to reduce practices of
wars?
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There is a wall in Ralph Bunche Park in front of the United Nations Headquarters
in New York City called “Isaiah Wall” on which the words of Isaiah 2:4 are in-
scribed. The world without war is the hope and prayer of all people of the world.
The young generation in the United States uses a slang phrase “Trillion nation”.
The country has become a strong military nation where the national defense
budget has reached one trillion dollars. (In fact, the defense budget is $750 bil-
lion according to a report by YH News dated January 31, 2020.) The cost of so
many missiles and tanks is enormous and would make enough sickles and hoes
to feed many hungry people.

In the midst of complicated and tense international relations, such thoughts
may sound idealistic or be the dream of naive people who do not know the real
world. Some may say, “The reality is not that simple.” Isaiah might have heard
similar comments. The people of Israel refused to let go of the idols in their
hands when they faced imminent danger of invasion by Assyria. The leaders
were busy taking care of their own selfish interest. It was a time when families
felt safer having one more sword or a couple of more spears in the household.
Even now the situation is the same for individuals and nations as it was then.
Today’s scripture begins, “This is what Isaiah saw.” The New Revised Standard
Version begins, “The revelation of the Word.” It is not a rational view of the
world, but the “heavenly will” that God, who is in charge of history, puts it in our
hearts. The world where wars disappear and conflicts resolve. Therefore we
cannot give up. The path may be long and our pace may be slow but we must
walk along in silence. If you go to Hwacheon, Gangwon—do, there is a Bell of
Peace made of 10,000 casings (37.5 tons) collected from 60 conflict areas
around the world. While | was reading today’s scripture, | felt an urge to loudly
ring that bell.
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