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The LORD will pass
judgment on the
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Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening
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The people of Israel who were rebelling against God were
warned of judgment. Men would fall by the sword and wom-
en would be ravished. But Israel having been cleansed by
tribulations would be restored of their holiness “on that day.”

Isaiah 3:1-11

! For behold, the Lord GOD ofhosts is taking away from Je-
rusalem and from Judah support and supply, all support of
bread, and all support of water;

2 the mighty man and the soldier, the judge and the prophet,
the diviner and the elder,

3 the captain of fifty and the man of rank, the counselor and
the skillful magician and the expert in charms.

4 And I will make boys their princes, and infants shall rule
over them.

5> And the people will oppress one another, every one his fel-
low and every one his neighbor; the youth will be insolent to
the elder, and the despised to the honorable.

6 For a man will take hold of his brother in the house of his
father, saying: “You have a cloak; you shall be our leader,
and this heap of ruins shall be under your rule”;

7 in that day he will speak out, saying: “I will not be a heal-
er; in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; you shall not
make me leader of the people.”

8 For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah has fallen, because
their speech and their deeds are against the LORD, defying
his glorious presence.

° For the look on their faces bears witness against them; they
proclaim their sin like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to
them! For they have brought evil on themselves.

10 Tell the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they
shall eat the fruit of their deeds.

11 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for what his
hands have dealt out shall be done to him.
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Why did Jerusalem stumble
and Judah fall? (3:8)
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What are things that we de—
pend on and rely on in our
lives more than God?
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A9l 4 Voices from The Hill
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The things you depend on in vain
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Jesus taught us to pray for “daily bread.” (Matthew 6) Daily bread is
enough because when we have plenty of bread and water in our
barns we may have a false sense of security and forget God. David
said to Goliath, “You come against me with sword and spear but |
come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty.” (1 Samuel
17) We should not rely on the strength of the warriors and forget
God. The author of Proverbs taught us, “Trust in the LORD with all
your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” (Proverbs 3:5)
In Lystra when Paul healed a person who was lame since birth the
people called Paul and Barnabas Zeus and Hermes and brought
bulls and wreaths. (Acts 14) Paul tore his cloth and pleaded with
them. They should only trust and depend on God, not magic or
miracles that were seen. Naaman was a commander of the army
of Aram, a high ranking official, but his leprosy was cured by his
obedience to God. (2 Kings 5) It is God, not the power of the world,
who saves us.

The reason for the confusion in Jerusalem was that instead of God,
people relied on food and water, strength of the warriors, the ex—
perience and wisdom of the elders, power of the leaders and aris—
tocrats, and miracles by witchcraft. (Isaiah 3:1-3) The removal of
what we depend on in vain is a ministry of God and is healing as
well as judgment. By any chance, are you depending on any of
those more than God? What kind of healing do you need?
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