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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Ahaz the king of Judah was ready to seek the help of Assyria
from the attack of the Aram and Northern Israel alliance.
Ahaz did not trust the prophecy of Isaiah that God would
ensure the security of Judah. As a result, Judah brought As—
syria into war and would suffer the consequences.

Isaiah 7:1-4, 13-17

! In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king
of Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Re-
maliah the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war
against it, but could not yet mount an attack against it.

2 When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league
withEphraim,” the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people
shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind.

3 And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you
and Shear-jashub your son, at the end of the conduit of the
upper pool on the highway to the Washer’s Field.

4 And say to him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do
not let your heart be faint because of these two smoldering
stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria
and the son of Remaliah.

13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little
for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to re-
fuse the evil and choose the good.

16 For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be
deserted.

7 The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and
upon your father’s house such days as have not come since
the day that Ephraim departed from Judah--the king of As-
syria.”
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What did God say to Ahaz
and his people who were
nervous? (7:4)
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What was God’s sign to the
royal household of David who
were facing crisis? (7:14)
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When my heart shakes like a forest hit by a forceful wind
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King Ahaz of Judah was shaken when he heard that Aram had
formed an alliance with Northern Israel to attack Jerusalem. Though
God had told him through Isaiah not to fear, Ahaz tried to overcome
this difficulty by himself rather than relying on God. Ahaz requested
help from Assyria, which was a powerful nation.

Isaiah admonished Ahaz to seek God's sign and the way forward
but Ahaz replied that he did not want to test God. That sounds like
humility but in fact he did not want to recognize the sovereignty of
God. In spite of that God showed Ahaz “the signal of Immanuel.”
Through the baby Immanuel born of a virgin, God lets us know that
He is always with us.

When our hearts are shaken like the trees of the forest in a strong
wind, it is time to quietly ask God to show us the way. Rather than
being disappointed out of fear, it is time to trust the promise of Im-
manuel “to be always with us” as we expect the acts of God going
forward. John Wesley once said, “Best of All, God is with us.”
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