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Section 5 | DAYS 25-31 [6/322Y - 6/9 £2Y]
&4dtof] ZIMSIC} Facing Intimidation | =3&|0]0F Nehemiah 4:1-23
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Jesus clearly warns us that life lived as his disciples will mean facing sustained and hurtful opposition, and
we should not expect anything less. Thankfully, he is clear that it is also life lived in all its fulness, and
therefore the most joyful life imaginable. Yet, any disciples engaged in prayerfully and actively building
God’'s purposes will be opposed by forces of hostility and darkness. Nehemiah learned to withstand
derisive ridicule, angry hostility and serious death threats. Even those who could not normally agree joined
forces together in hateful opposition. Nehemiah recognised the vital importance of both building and
properly defending the wall against his enemies. He ensured that his builders were fully equipped and
protected. It is so important that we, like Nehemiah and his builders, utilise those sure defensive strategies
that God has given us. Nehemiah's story clearly reminds us of Paul’s teaching on the need for us to put on
the whole armour of God, ‘so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes’ (Ephesians 6:11).
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FAL STUEAMN BAlE Bol AFHSHA AL ot Lol tisl thA st Zo] F411A] EHEsta o] AW 4= =&
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that God promises to give you, to clearly discern and withstand the enemy’ s opposition to what God is seeking
to accomplish in and through you?

DAY 25 ¢+ 6/3 22 MU O|X|E ZIHS}7| Facing Angry Intent | verse 1
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St AFEE B2, Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly
enraged, and he jeered at the Jews.
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exactly the right balance. He never underestimates the danger which their opposition poses, but he never lets that
opposition derail his building plans. As we begin to explore this theme of opposition, let’'s ask God for the same
Spirit—breathed wisdom which Nehemiah had, that we might be ever alert to opposition but never overcome by it.




DAY 26 ¢+ 6/4 22 X2 ZA0| Z™HE}7| Facing Ridicule and Derision | verse 1
‘ L Ne4:1 (M¥Y) 2= o AFES B2 2™ he jeered at the Jews.
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The trouble with ridicule is that there’ s usually a grain of truth in it. What Nehemiah is trying to do does indeed look
ridiculous, yet he has absolute faith in the one who has called him to do it. Is your corps/ church involved in something
which looks ridiculously impossible at the moment? Ask God for fresh faith, so that his all-sufficient power will be
more real to you than the immensity of what you’ re trying to achieve.
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DAY 27 + 6/56 EQY g|o] Hoksto| 0|0}7|S2 XIMHS}7| Facing Stories of our Weakness | verse 2
‘ L Ne4:2 (M) = e FURIE0] =] & 42 ot AY?  What are these feeble Jews doing?
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By Nehemiah’s time, the Jews were nothing more than a tiny people— group ruled by a mighty empire. Effective
opposition will always major on our failures. Where is the enemy exploiting our failures at the moment? As you
reflect, ask God to show you where past mistakes have blunted our effectiveness. Pray that he will help us to be
honest about the past, to put things right where we can, and to have confidence in his work of redeeming grace in us.
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DAY 28 ¢+ 6/6 F 2|9 Almje] 0|0F7|SS ZI™M5}7| Facing Stories of our Defeat | verse 3
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“Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!”
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The Israelites are doing their best, but the results aren’ t impressive.

An effective enemy exploits not only our past failures but also our present weaknesses. Continuing your reflections
from yesterday: how is the enemy exploiting the things which we, The Salvation Army, aren’t doing well at the
moment? How is that impacting our message and our mission? Pray that God will teach us to walk in humility and
truthfulness, entrusting our weakness to his incomparable strength.
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And they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it.

%0| Rolo]EZtl, AE9 Ex+ P4 23] E ghasta 19 AFE S Welist= AYUth ofeiel 2ol 74 71 =5 Al
E’r. ‘ot 2] sh, El‘: o] m3|7t shibd el wslo] YRE NYFAE FA=H U shEAAN 22& lioﬂ o|FA
BE AR A& A5t A HE =g UY 8= shUEA *V‘"aW 2SS sty gAle] A48 UL 22E &
9] Aorda 13140}31,] LY E A FotaA. 9 =2 E 1?4/\3«1 “?‘}7}4 S]olA] o f-9] Fil2 S5
0171"1 9] RN && "YUt 19 o] &3t A9 "JOﬂH = $HE IHATIE Ao BE Agd AT

83 oAl AgE Elio}tﬂ, e A U &S, 925 TA] 3 98 AAS Mg 1Y /s FE A

Oﬂ A4St Y Wholf A, dledo] o]§ o2 7| =3 ol
Father God, we thank you for raising up CKUMC as a part of your Church, and for every good work you have
accomplished through us. We confess that we have failed you, and we ask your forgiveness. We admit our
weaknesses, and we ask you to heal us. Our righteousness comes from Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and our
confidence comes from his resurrection from the dead, and so, in his name and his authority, we resist every tactic of
the enemy to undermine us. We choose trust instead of fear; we choose hope instead of despair; we offer ourselves
again to your service, for the salvation of the world. All of things we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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DAY 30 ¢+ 6/8 sjQY S|M0| ZI™HS}7| Facing the Sacrifice | verse 11
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At And our enemies said, “They will not know or see till we come among them and kill them and stop the
work.”
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AlZ=2 7]%=3FA At Nehemiah can't promise his people that the work of rebuilding the wall will be easy or
pain-free. Though we resist the enemy with confidence, we recognise that things of value often come at a cost. Pray

today for those who are finding the battle painful and costly, that the Holy Spirit will comfort them, renew them and
strengthen their resolve.
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Facing Opposition with the Full Armour of God | verses 16, 18

L 4:16, 18 (M¥ ) From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and half held the spears,
shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah,.. And each of the
builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built.
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T} When it comes to warfare, the battle is less visible for us than it was for Nehemiah and his people. We may even
forget about it altogether. What practical step could you take, over the coming week, to remind yourself to wear
God’ s armour and to carry the sword of his Spirit? You could find a way as a reminder to you to stay alert and to
refuse any enemy tactics as you engage in God’ s work of building.




