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So the wall was finished on the twenty—fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. USLICE JH7HQIERE T U FEN VRS HECE i
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Section 1 | DAYS 1-6 [5/10 ¥QY -5/15 EQY
28| Penitence (=3i0/0f Nehemiah 1:1-11)

2! Introduction

FNEE 47N QelolA Zt2AFA B S Fekt AQULH MR, Toh g AL 98 AxR S
BR% 0] Qe Aol B AT B Uobrt sl 47shs Ae SRt 29l g Asjsha 92 3
5% Wt 9182 ol AYUTh ol R Aol Yat Bidkat 580 the A48 WS Bet Edo] Eel Aol 1 @M
= A2t mgld eluloe] 0hg-g JESELIL, DAL 12 sjoig &3] 80 /ISt AL AF BE AAH o
o7l Uitk melolob ool A S £EE B2 /ARG, 1S Be o] 5o] BEIRAT, 14 1
o Mg AT, T ol 7oA BReEA] GREUT B Lot Leulok shbdo] #8 Algsta 9| A
B A7) Al %S A7IA T FEES MFAL shbdol e Fn UAFUT (= 1:5). ol AL £ BRES A%

A9l 7= BRI,

Prayer is simply ‘asking God’, just as Jesus taught us, ‘Ask and it will be given to you...” (Luke 11:9). To not ask
is to not believe that we need anything, or indeed that God can give us anything! Furthermore, in asking God, we
recognise our own poverty and our need for penitence. The personal impact that the news about Jerusalem’s
‘disgrace’ has upon Nehemiah is striking, even though he is distant from the reality, surrounded by wealth and
privilege. It is a personal tragedy that moves him to tears, to prayer and fasting. It compels him to his knees
before the God of Heaven. Although many others have been disobedient, it is his sin to confess! He cannot put
the blame elsewhere. Furthermore, Nehemiah recognises the character of God as a God of loyal, covenanted
love and mercy, who delights in receiving and honouring those who put their hope and confidence in him. This is
a fantastic model of prayer for us all.

Mzistarst 2 A question to consider
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As you begin your 52-day journey of prayer and fasting, how in particular is God asking you to be penitent? What
hope is God putting in your heart regarding how things could be different if you only trust God and act

accordingly?

DAY 1 ¢ 5/10 €% 5120 Xl HE Broken Walls | verse 3
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remnant in the province, who survived the exile, are in great trouble and disgrace. Jerusalem's wall has been
broken down, and its gates have been burned.” (CSB)
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without walls or gates was the ultimate sign of helplessness. Father God, as we begin this journey of prayer, we
confess our need of you, and our helplessness without you. We confess that without God, we are bound to become
like broken walls in churches, families, and the next generation. Oh, Lord, please help us!
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DAY 2 +5/11 QY &Z 1} 7HE$ Grief and Desperation | verse 4
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A 71=3t0] When [ heard these words, I sat down and wept. | mourned for a number of days, fasting and
praying before the God of the heavens.
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S A stAl= Aol 5 U7H? Nehemiah allows his prayers of grief and longing to disturb his daily routine. Is God
challenging you to fast from something, or to adopt a new prayer rhythm, as you travel this prayer journey with him?

DAY 3 ¢ 5/12 2% SiLHE Q] 912k9| A=t God's Covenant Love | verse b
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ABE A7l olgH Al A A7|IAH 23 & wIFAE= shubd 1 said, LORD, the God of the heavens, the
great and awe—inspiring God who keeps his gracious covenant with those who love him and keep his commands
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DAY 4 +5/13=5Q¢Y O Lamentation | verse 6
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A5 UTh let your eyes be open and your ears be attentive to hear your servant’s prayer that I now pray to you
day and night for your servants, the Israelites. I confess the sins we have committed against you. Both I and my
father’ s family have sinned.
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we dare to share God’s sadness. Ask God to show you the UKI Salvation Army through his eyes - what brings him
the greatest pain? Let your prayer today be a lament for the things he shows you.

VNG INTALE=F= ) 114 Confession | verse 7
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ot FEE 27t A 71X LAE YT We have acted corruptly toward you and have not kept the commands,
statutes, and ordinances you gave your servant Moses.
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Ale, 23 ARG LE 7IEE2A, SPUEAAN oA A5 Yola 12|3 189 §A1E F5HIAI L. Repentance is
being specific about sin and asking forgiveness. Think back to your lament for the territory yesterday; today write it
out as a prayer, naming the sins God showed you, and asking his forgiveness.

ZH Petition | verse 11
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71€0] FAAL, oA FHI| Fo] st BE A& FBoH sto] FA|AL GollA AH|E YA sto] FAAIL Please,
Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant and to that of your servants who delight to revere
your name. Give your servant success today, and grant him compassion in the presence of this man.
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o ARG At 2L JAk AIFS Y8l 7HE3kAl 7] BlUTE Repentance moves into petition, as we admit our
inability to set things right without God's help. Read the prayer you wrote yesterday, and ask God to begin a new
work of renewal in The Salvation Army.




