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Section 2 | DAYS 7-10 [5/16 3£ - 5/19 £24]]
3| Penitence (=35{0/0f Nehemiah 2:1-10)
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When Jesus teaches us to pray to our heavenly Father, “Your will be done’, he reminds us that our
authority comes from asking for God’s purposes to be fulfilled. This means that there are smaller
authorities in the world that must bend their wills to the will of God. Some of these authorities are actively
opposed to God’s purposes, and we must be assured of God’s protection.

Nehemiah was a practical man of prayer, as well as a faithful and humble servant of God. He understood
ultimately whose authority he was under, and whose earthly co—operation he needed to ask for. It was
important for him to have a clear grasp of what he needed, and he did that by asking the right questions
about his situation.

Jesus encouraged us to ask practically for our real needs and the needs of others. He taught us to say,
‘Give us today our daily bread’, a request that extends beyond the simple basics of our daily food to the
many practical details of our lives and our faithful service.

As you journey in discipleship, what are you asking for? Be practical and specific, as you think about what
you need, bearing in mind whose authority and protection you are under.



DAY 7 + 5/16 = Hi2t= 0| F£AUTI? What is your request? | verse 4
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Then the king asked me, “What is your request? " So I prayed to the God of the heavens

%] B2 Loujoprt £Hote AoA B AR vHEA st FUTH L& Al A, R4S QIS ok gy
ot 2y =3 i E 93 29 v 2 A BE 88U FAlo] &F V=gl wet FHE AE BUR
Al7] BFgUth Ad W A7) A E HEotEn, FAlo] WEtE H7)E Wshs Aol RAYY7? WHEtE wg]et 7Hgat
= At olu3t R5UA7t89

The king’s question moves Nehemiah from grieving to dreaming. We need to acknowledge loss, failure and
brokenness, but it is just as important to have a vision of hope for the future. As you pray today, spend some time
dreaming. Thinking back to the repentance of the past few days, what do you long to see change? What might a
renewed the church and family, and next generation look like?

DAY 8 ¢ 5/17 2% Lo HR7H @ EHI? Whose authority do we need? | verse 4-5
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And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me
to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ graves, that [ may rebuild it.”
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Nehemiah has a plan, but first he shoots off an ‘arrow prayer  to the one who holds all power and authority. As you
go about your day, practise arrow prayers. Each time you start a new task, stop and pray for a minute, offering your
work to God and asking him to use it to build his Kingdom.

DAY 9 ¢+ 5/18 8l2Y ot HS 71 WQSHIE? What protection do we need? | verse 7
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“If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may
let me pass through until I come to Judah,
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NGOERTARES D 0ofmst 2Z20] HRSEI? What provision do we need? | verse 8
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and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king’ s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates
of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house
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Nehemiah has an ambitious dream, but he also has a practical mind. He has worked out exactly what he will need,
and makes sure he asks for it. What did you dream about on Day 7? Write down each dream, and make a list beside
it of all the things that would need to happen for that dream to come true. Then, ask God for those things.
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