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The later chapters of Nehemiah show him involved in the renewed devotional life of the people of
Israel, as they faithfully reconnect with God. It includes the reintroduction of the Festival of Tabernacles
and Sabbath keeping. Sabbath keeping will be familiar. It remains a vital rhythm at the heart of God’s
creation, in which we rest one day a week from all work, whether paid or unpaid, and allow ourselves
time to delight in God and his presence in our lives. At the heart of life as a disciple of Jesus Christ is
the experience of dying and rising that mirrors the events of Jesus’ own life. The German Christian
martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer, killed by the Nazis at the end of World War II, had written, “‘When Christ
calls a man he bids him come and die.” Such a death is not a conclusion, but a window opened on to the
whole new resurrection life of God's Kingdom, which we seek to inhabit now. The Festival of
Tabernacles began as a celebration of Israel’s deliverance and escape from Egypt, and God’s provision
for them in the desert. It was often symbolised by the building of booths or shelters made from simple
materials, which helped believers to remember their ancestors’ trust in God whilst in the wilderness. As
we conclude our 52 days of prayer and fasting with Nehemiah, let us remember those central Easter
events that define our lives as disciples of Jesus, in which there is a willing death to our old lives, the
enjoyment of God’s rest and peace, and the joy of discovering new life in all its fulness.

Azistarst 212 A question to consider
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HolJuf oJHES w3, 710 MZE Aol AAFYZ? As you reflect back on this prayer journey, are there
things which you have had to let go of or to let die; and are there new things which have come to life in
you or your corps/church as a result of this season of prayer?
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moment when the Israelites remembered the way God had rescued them and provided for them in the
past. As you reflect on the saving work of Jesus on the cross, think back to moments of rescue and
provision in your own life; and reflect on the ways in which God has rescued and provided for us.
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Dedication to service can leave us over-stretched and spiritually dry, running on our own strength

instead of taking time to be renewed by God’s power. Pray that we will rediscover the vital importance
of Sabbath rest.
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Uof o3l ZASHIAI L. Our journey began in penitence, but it ends in joy. God has heard our prayers,
and through them he has been building something new. We may not see it yet, but in due course we
will. As you come to the end of this journey, spend some time in worship and praise, honouring God for
who he is, and giving thanks for all that he will do in us over the coming years.
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