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Section 7 | DAYS 39-45 [6/17 22Y - 6/23 £2¢]
HMAD HO| Integrity and Justice | L&l|0]0F Nehemiah 5:1-19
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The Apostle Paul reminds us that God’s Kingdom is ‘righteousness, peace and joy’ (Romans 14:17). It is
where what God wants is done, and includes God’s justice being upheld by people of integrity. Paul
followed the teaching and example of Jesus, as well as the prophets of Israel, one of whom charged us
‘to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). Nehemiah was a man of
integrity, acutely aware of the injustices that hindered his great project and which he needed to tackle
and resolve head on. Realities such as food poverty, debt, human slavery and unpayable loans make us
realise that human weakness and failure has a habit of recurring through the passage of time. As we
pray and act for God’s Kingdom to come on earth as it is in Heaven, our discipleship will always involve
tackling unjust, inhuman attitudes and practices rooted in our fallen humanity. Nehemiah discovered
that these practices can exist as much within the life of the people of God as in the world! We need

courage and determination, like Nehemiah, to speak and pray authoritatively into these divisive issues.

Mzistolkst HE A question to consider
oo &3 FEA 0 FE PIAE B9 EAE FoolH, shubd vt 9 B3et slgto] B yEe AS
B7] 98] o]2A 71=35t1 5T 4 A5U7H? What are the issues of injustice that impact the communities
that you belong to, and how can you be praying and acting to see God’s Kingdom of righteousness,

peace and joy take root?
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Nehemiah’s approach to the rebuilding project is holistic and integrated. The building isn’t more
important than ensuring that the poor are fed. We can become dualistic, thinking we don’t need to get
involved in practical justice issues because we're busy doing ‘spiritual’ things like prayer; but God
doesn’t let us segment his mission like that. Pray today for Central Korean United Methodist Church and
your family, that God will renew our passion to turn our hearts to him in prayer, and our hands to those
around us in service.
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happening in your local community to support those who have got into financial difficulty? Pray today
for those agencies working to help people deal with debt, for wisdom and creative thinking to know
how to help their clients find financial stability. Pray for more credit unions and community savings
schemes to spring up, so that people are less at the mercy of pay-day lenders and loan sharks.
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God will use us in the great battle to end slavery once and for all. Pray for agencies and volunteers who
work for various social justice, that they will be able to sow seeds of love and hope in the lives of those
they help.
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7] vy}, The Church has a vital role in calling government and business to account. Pray for Church
Agency, as it campaigns against the exploitation of the poorest in society. Pray that its work will
influence powerful people to make radical changes in our nation.
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As the people learn to share life together within their new city, Nehemiah knows that greed and
corruption could sour this new community before it has even started. Pray for God's Church in this
nation, that we will be ruthless in refusing to serve our own desires at the expense of others, and that
we will have the courage to unmask corruption wherever we find it.
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leadership of UMC and CKUMC. Pray for their faithfulness, their hard work and their passion for the
mission and gospel of Christ. Pray that, as they lead others on the walk of discipleship, they themselves
will fall ever more deeply in love with God, and that they will walk with him in absolute integrity.
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leaders that they can’t afford to be generous and hospitable, for fear of being overloaded. Considering
the task he is managing, Nehemiah and his team show remarkable big-heartedness. Pray today for
leaders who feel squashed by the demands of the job and the expectations of the people around them,
that God will release them from that trapped place and set them free to be the confident,
compassionate leaders they long to be.




