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Dear Lord -,

From January 2022, 1 o=
Time A|ZF

Place &4 ojlA

sitting before you 39 2Fof gto}
eating your Word =4 9] &&-& Q11
praying to you, = A o=

will have a fellowship with you.
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Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1he} | 3 Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= IEHF? (1} 26:40)
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Reading Insight

by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov—
enant with Noah to never again destro g creatures with a

BILHEMA] 341 221219 o]0
H ZasH 22 2007182
(3-4%)

What was the food given by
God and the accompanying
warning? (9:3-4)

Noah, who worshipped God with bumed offerings, was blessed |

flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was
drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex-
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his
brothers.
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7 Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

20'Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vine-
yard.

21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncov- 247 010] 521 off|2 200] SA
2 o0jg

toemdinhistent, ool o A, (5-6%)
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his Please meditate deeply on the =
father and told his two brothers outside. meanings contained in the o %'°|‘ [-Ha(ESV/7Hﬁ7Hx°'I)

23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both e ()

their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na-
kedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward,
and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his
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L Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
Cl new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
e 7|E one Prayer past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
9'_ :'?;AFOI‘ g Ml:): 2 Eo|-| good health for family members, good conditions at children’s
=L = A| OO Af o schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that
TI:IO| T 2o= E you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
Jélﬁgl'f 7E4|:|__r% %AL—Il:-l' m;ﬁhhzzwomexpmmmammM$MGrmdim
God's Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfiled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
= = God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
9 J._I'_SIQI' A}‘E‘,XI‘% '?‘Iohl‘ 7IE ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we
may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be-
Prayer for Churches lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
& Pastors our Lord - “His providence, will and plan” - because our faith is

built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and
hopes in life based on our belief in the Word, “God created the
world,” our faith will eventually be shaken. | pray that we begin the
new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith
] @ﬂllxlﬂ“ﬁﬁéﬂldl =‘¥_11I(AK) in the Word.
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Creation of the World

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Doing & Being for Today
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God created the world with the Word. For six days, light-
sky-land (plant/seed-bearing vegetable), sea-day and night
(stars)-living creature (sky and sea)-living creature (cattle and
animals/man) were created in sequence and they were good in
the eyes of God.

J7 Hymn 64 Joyful, Joyful, we Adore Thee
Meditation * Genesis 1:1-5 ReadingPln - Genesis 1

1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hover-
ing over the face of the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated
the light from the darkness.

5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Engaging with Words
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What are the obligations of
those “blessed” by God who
also discern the will of God?
(1:28)

Maf| QIALE LIFD O ‘58 A
orSHAISLIR

What kind of “blessing” did
you wish for as you exchanged
new year greetings?
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Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
good health for family members, good conditions at children’s
schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that
you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
God also have His own expectations and hopes as He created the
world with His “Word™?

God’s Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfilled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we
may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be—
lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
our Lord — “His providence, will and plan” — because our faith is
built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and

hopes” in life .base.d on our belief in the Word, “God createq the
Prayer for Churches & Pastors world,” our faith will eventually be shaken. | pray that we begin the

new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith

AR RIBIOINEI2 3], SUTH(AK) in the Word.
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Man became
a living being

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

S ENEE

Doing & Being for Today
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God rested on the seventh day. In the garden of Eden created
by God, there were the tree of life and the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, and God put Adam to work and take care of
them. Later God took a rib from Adam and created a woman
(Eve).

J4 Hymn 135 Oh, How Sweet the Glorious Message
Meditation * Genesis 2:4-8, 15-17

ReadingPln - GeneESIS 2

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth
when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made
the earth and the heavens.

5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small
plant of the field had yet sprung up--for the LORD God had
not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to
work the ground,

6 and a mist was going up from the land and was watering
the whole face of the ground--

7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
the man became a living creature.

8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east,
and there he put the man whom he had formed.

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to work itand keep it.

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You
may surely eat of every tree of the garden,

17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Engaging with Words
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A2 2002, O/EH BZEU
Lt2? (7F)

Out of what was the man cre-
ated and how was the man
created? (2:7)

SHLIEHA EAIRL ORHE REA
0|2 S4t HHQ. (18%, 24
H, 20 % 5F)

Please meditate about why
God created man and woman.
(2:18, 24; also see Eph 5)
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In Genesis 2:17, God commanded “You must not eat from the
tree of knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will
surely die.” This word sets the right understanding of “sin.” As God
entrusted Adam with the cultivation of the garden of Eden, He told
Adam what he must not do and His word included two commands:
1) the command of “Do not eat” and 2) the command of “You will
surely die.” If we believe the world was created by God, the conse-
guence of not following the command of God should also be ex-
pected. In summary, “sin” is not following God’s command even
though we heard the Word of God. It is our nature not to believe
the Word of God.

Romans 1:28 states, “Furthermore, since they did not think it
worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God---.” The Word of God is
the covenant and command and to follow the Word by itself is faith.
But for people who do not follow the Word of God, their nature is
to abandon God from their heart and not to believe in God. For
those who do not believe in the Word of God, the wages of their
sins will be death. | pray that you will live today with and in the
Word of God.
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They ate fruit
from the tree
of knowledge
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Enticed by a crafty serpent, Adam and Eve ate fruit from the
tree of knowledge of good and evil and realizing their nakedness
they hid in the trees. This event brought pains of childbearing for
the woman and the ground was cursed so that through painful
toil man could eat of it all the days of his life.

/3 Hymn 254 | Hear Thy Welcome Voice
Meditation  Genesis 3:4-11 Reading Pln - GeneSis 3

4But the serpent said to the woman, ““You will not surely die.

5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he
ate.

7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves loincloths.

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden.

9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?”

10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I
was afraid, because [ was naked, and I hid myself.”

11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”’

Engaging with Words
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As we toil and labor, where is
our life heading and what
shape is our life in? (3:19, 23)

10| At UZS S,
QLo BES St 2AQ.
Please meditate on Question 1
and meditate about life.
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The serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die” (3:4). In
Genesis 2:17 God said, “You will surely die,” but the serpent said
the exact opposite. The temptation of the serpent had shaken the
woman's mind and dislodged the Word of God from her mind. As
soon as the Word of God was dislodged from the woman’s mind
and she looked at the fruit of the tree, it appeared to be ‘edible,”
“watchable,” and “capable of making them wise.” So she ate the
fruit and also gave it to the man. This event was the cause of
“woman’s pain for childbearing” and the toil of the ground and labor
throughout life becoming man’s livelihood.

The pains in life given to man and woman were the providence of
God reminding man and woman of their sins and making them un—
derstand their sins. But “childbearing pain” is not limited to the time
of delivery of a child. Even when a child grows up to be an adult,
woman as a ‘mother” is never free from the worries about a child,
and man is never free from the life-time role as the “head of fami-
ly” and from the labor of life. That is why life is not easy and we
face difficulty every day. | pray that we confess who we are and
why we labor each and every day.
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Cain is punished
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From Adam and Eve were born Cain and Abel. Cain was a
farmer and Abel was a shepherd tending lambs. God accepted
offerings from only Abel and during bickering between Cain and
Abel, Cain killed Abel.

J7 Hymn 218 Love your God with your heart and your true mind

Meditation - Genesis 4:9-15 ReadingPtn - Genesis 4

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your broth-
er?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?”

10 And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of
your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground.

11 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your
hand.

12 When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you
its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the
earth.”

13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I
can bear.

14 Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground,
and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and
awanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.”

15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD
put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack
him.

Engaging with Words
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ot =01 71010] 2 e 2
S1217t27? (11-12%)

What was Cain’s punishment
for killing Abel? (4:11-12)

SHLIEMA off OFH0IH ‘H'E F
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HAMAR.

Why did God give the “mark”
on Cain? (4:15) Please medi-
tate on the reason.
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In Genesis 2, we shared our thoughts about sins. “Sin” is to hear
the Word of God but not to follow the Word, is also not to believe
the Word of God, and in Romans is the attitude not to retain the
knowledge of God. Cain became angry because God did not ac—
cept his offering with favor. But God said to him, “If you do not do
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you,
but you must master it” (4:7). God gave Cain advance warning not
to sin but Cain did not “listen to, or believe God, or retain His
knowledge,” and killed his brother.

As he was fleeing, Cain was also afraid of being killed. At this
time God gave him a sign to avoid being killed. God gave Cain ad-
vance warning before he committed the crime and also provided a
way out after he committed the crime. Through the very first act of
murder in human history, God revealed His true character of dealing
with a sinner. “Love your enemies” (Luke 6:35). God Himself ful-
filled the Word. | pray that today will be a day of love for your
neighbor in God as God loved His sinner.
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Lineage of Adam
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Today’s scripture is the record of Adam’s lineage. The names
of Adam’s descendants were recorded beginning with Adam,
Enoch who walked with God and was taken away by God with-
out dying on earth, the longest living Methuselah, and Noah.

J7 Hymn 407 Dying with Jesus

Meditation * Genesis 5:1-2, 28-32 ReadingPlan - Genesis 5

1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God
created man, he made him in the likeness of God.

2 Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and
named them Man when they were created.

28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son

29 and called his name Noah, saying, “Out of the ground that
the LORD has cursed this one shall bring us relief from our
work and from the painful toil of our hands.”

30 Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had
other sons and daughters.

31Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died.

32 After Noah was 500 years old, Noah fathered Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

Engaging with Words
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What standard did God use
when He created man? (5:5)

)
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What meanings do “a child is
born” and “a child resembles
parents” have? (Creation vs.

birth vs. heredity)
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LLamech, the son of Methuselah, had a son and named him Noah.
When Noah was born, Lamech confessed, “He will comfort us in
the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the
LORD has cursed” (5:29). The reason why the ground was cursed
and the reason why man had to sweat and toil the ground was be-
cause man disobeyed the command “not to eat.” Therefore, man’s
life was destined to master the sin, regurgitate the consequences
of sin, and toil the ground with sweat. At the same time God gives
parents joy when they look at their children. Parents experience joy
from the feeling of “our blood” and from some resemblance of their
children to themselves. But with an understanding based on God’s
Word, doesn'’t the real joy come when parents discover the image
of God in their own children?

In Genesis 5:1, it is written that man was created “in the likeness
of God,” and in Genesis 5:3, it is written that Adam had a son “in
his own likeness, in his own image.” When people draw joy looking

at a baby, child, or other people, it means people are comforted

Prayer for Churches & Pastors when they discover the “image of God” in them. As we discover

) the image of God within ourselves, we draw the comfort that “God

is with us.” | pray that you will be comforted today as you discover
the image of God in everybody you meet today.

)
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Men increased in number on earth and because of that the
earth was filled with wickedness and evil. God blessed Noah
and shared His plan to save his family from judgment and di-
rected him to build an ark.

J4 Hymn 278 Far From the Lord | wander'd Long
Meditation - Genesis 6:1-8 ReadingPlan - GenESiS 6

1 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and
daughters were born to them,

2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attrac-
tive. And they took as their wives any they chose.

3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not abide in man
forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.”

4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also af-
terward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of
man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty
men who were of old, the men of renown.

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually.

6 And the LORD was sorry that he had made man on the
earth, and it grieved him to his heart.

7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have cre-
ated from the face of the land, man and animals and creep-
ing things and birds of the heavens, for [ am sorry that  have
made them.”

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

Engaging with Words
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What is the standard found in
the deeds of “people of mor-

tality?” (6:2)

‘FA0] E AHEQ 49 W2
OIC|2 &ofl ALR? (BH, &
Z8%)

Where is the life of “those of
mortality” heading? (6:5; also
see Rom 8)
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God created man and woman and gave them authority to rule
over the world (Gen 1:28). This authority to rule the world was giv-
en to those who were created in the image of God and would seek
and find the will of God. Thus, God wanted to fill the world with
those who would know the will of God. But as the number of peo-
ple increased on earth, people began to do things their own ways
6:2).

Given the circumstance at that time, God took away His Spirit
from man saying, “For man is mortal” (6:3). Biblically speaking,
“man is mortal” could be interpreted as “man created as living
creature now is filled with sins.” The Word of God is dislodged from
the mind and each man is faithful to his own mind. We must re—
member these scripture passages: “The mind of sinful man is
death” (Rom 8:6); “The sinful mind is hostile to God” (Rom 8:7);
“Cannot please God” (Rom 8:8).

Because our world is “man-centered” it is ultimately a “mortal
world” and cannot please God. | pray that we find the “mortali-
ty” in our lives today and graduate from it.
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Noah built the ark obeying the command of God. God sent rain
for 40 days and flooded the earth with water. The earth was
under water for 150 days.

/3 Hymn 438 Since Christ My Soul From Sin Set Free

Meditation - Genesis 7:17-24 ReadingPln - Genesis 7

17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters
increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the
earth.

18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth,
and the ark floated on the face of the waters.

19 And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all
the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered.

20 The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them
fifteen cubits deep.

21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, live-
stock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the
earth, and all mankind.

22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the
breath of life died.

23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of
the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds
of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only
Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark.

24 And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

Engaging with Words
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How did Noah react when he
heard the Word of God? (7:5)
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What do you think Noah and
his family were thinking during
the 150 days?
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When God passes judgment, an expression often used is “those
left behind.” The Bible keeps record of those who paid for their sins
through judgment and those left behind who were gathered and
saved again. Noah and his family fall into the group of “those left
behind,” who biblically speaking are the beneficiaries of grace” (Gen
6:8) and “those who came to know the Lord.” (Exod 7)

There are a couple of common things among those people: 1)
they witnessed the power of God and 2) they are called to testify
what they witnessed through their lives. In the case of Noah and
his family, they witnessed the earth being immersed under water
while the rain continued for 40 days, they saw people and living
creatures drown, and now they have to live knowing such a God is
watching them. “The fear toward God, shivering, and resolve” is
the calling for the people left behind. It is also our calling as well as
we live in a time called “today” believing the words of the Bible. |
pray that today will be a day of meditation to find how best we can
live our life given by God through His grace.
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The end of the flood
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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The water that covered the earth for 150 days began to recede.
The ark settled near Mount Ararat and God had again blessed
Noah and his family to be fruitful and increase in number. Noah
built an altar and worshipped God.

/7 Hymn 521 Strait is the Gate to Salvation

Meditation - Genesis 8:13-19 ReadingPln - Genesis 8

13 In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first
day of the month, the waters were dried from off the earth.
And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and
behold, the face of the ground was dry.

14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month, the earth had dried out.

15Then God said to Noah,

16 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons
and your sons’ wives with you.

17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of
all flesh--birds and animals and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth--that they may swarm on the earth, and
be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”

18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives with him.

19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, every-
thing that moves on the earth, went out by families from the
ark.

UL 50

S0 A LHR2 ALZSOl|A| StLiE
HA ot HEE2 FARUIIR?
(17%3)

What was the word of God to
those who came out of the
ark? (8:17)

o I HES FNSKIE SHol
BMQ. (&, & 1:28)

Please meditate on why such
words were given by God.
(Also see Gen 1:28)
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The flood ended and the time that Noah and his family had waited
for finally came. Once again they walked on earth, planted crops,
and were able to eat fresh vegetables. In other words, for everyone
a new day had begun. Actually, however, the world was judged by
water, and only Noah and his family survived. To Noah and his fam-
ily, the existence of God who was watching them must have felt
even more real.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come!” (2 Cor 5:17). The meaning of this scrip—
ture directly relates to the situation above. Believers in Jesus are
not physically born again. Therefore, their life may look the same as
yesterday, but in faith a new life is permitted.

As Noah and his family witnessed the judgment of people by wa—
ter, they must have realized that they were not any different from
those people but experienced the grace and mercy of God. It is not
simply that “the flood is over and a new day” came, but more pre-
cisely “a new day when we must live with fear and trembling in
front of God” came. Today is a new day for all of us. Let it be a day
of meditation to think about what kind of minds we should have to
live today.
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Noah cursed Ham
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Noah, who worshipped God with burned offerings, was blessed
by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov-
enant with Noah to never again destroy living creatures with a
flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was
drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex—
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his
brothers.

JJ Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

Meditation - Genesis 9:20-27 ReadingPln - Genesis 9

20 Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vine-
yard.

21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncov-
ered in his tent.

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his
father and told his two brothers outside.

23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both
their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na-
kedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward,
and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his
youngest son had done to him,

25 he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he
be to his brothers.”

26 He also said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem;
and let Canaan be his servant.

27 May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of
Shem, and let Canaan be his servant.”

Uz £0

SHHEAIM 241 H72|2t 0[2F B
W Aot A2 FAUTIQ?
(3-4%)

What was the food given by
God and the accompanying
warning? (9:3-4)

d0 ofofl S oS 0| 54
off EAAIR. (5-6%)

Please meditate deeply on the
meanings contained in the
warning. (9:5-6)
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The flood was over and they walked the earth. Because they re—
ceived the covenant of God, all Noah had to do was to live with a
new mindset and just be fruitful and increase in number. Then he
drank a bit too much wine, fell asleep, and his naked body was ex—
posed to his son Ham who told his brothers about it. Noah cursed
his son Ham. This story is similar to one in Matthew 18 dealing with
a friend of a servant who owed 100 denari to the servant. Upon his
debt of 10,000 talents being cancelled by his master, this servant
sent his friend to jail because his friend could not pay a debt of 100
denari. The world was judged with a flood of water and Noah was
saved by the grace of God (Gen 6:8), but Noah cursed his son be-

cause his son brought some shame to his father Noah.
Noah did not act much differently from Cain who forgot the
warning of Genesis 4.7, “sin is crouching at your door; it desires to
have you, but you must master it” even though Noah was facing a
new day to live with the grace of God. As a matter of fact, our own
daily life is like this. Although we could live each day as a new day
with the grape of God, we often live each day forgetTing His grace.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors We even think, speak, and act curses toward our neighbors. | pray
that we will live today not forgetting that we are new creations to—
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2(CA) day and truly different from yesterday.
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The descendants
of Noah

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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This is a record of the names of the descendants of Noah's
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Scholars’ view: 1) Some
names are omitted but the 70 recorded have symbolic mean-
ing and 2) the lineage of Shem is that of the Messiah therefore
more details are included.)

/7 Hymn 546 Standing on the Promises

Meditation - Genesis 10:6—14 ReadingPln - Genesis 10

6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.

7 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and
Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.

8 Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a
mighty man.

9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is
said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.”

10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad,
and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

11 From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh,
Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and

12Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.
13 Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came),
and Caphtorim.

Engaging with Words
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Among the lineage of Noah,
please write down the names
that caught your attention and
think about why those names
drew your interest.
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There were many descendants of Noah. The covenant of God “Be
fruitful and increase in number” (Gen. 8:17) was fulfilled. However,
inspecting those names, it is recorded that the tribes that Israelites
had to fight and banish from the promised land of Canaan at the
end of Exodus were all descendants of Noah. Had God created
them for fratricide? Among the lineage, especially part of Ham's
family, one particular phrase caught my eye: “a mighty hunter be—
fore the LORD” (10:9).

If it explains a mighty hunter, it is one thing, but the word “before”
in Hebrew is “paw-neem” or “paw-neh” and it does not simply
mean “face, or countenance”. Since paw-naw is the root of the
word and it means “turn, or turn from or away,” the contextual
meaning is “turn to God or turn away from God.” It resembles the
case of man becoming mortal in Genesis 6. As the number of peo—
ple created in God’s image increased, they were departing from
God, implying that this will also occur in Noah’s descendants.

Those who showed bravery before God and those who showed
off their abilities through hunting are just like us. | pray that today
would be a day to remember who we are.



XN2d, Ol='=2t 2 A
Journaling with Jesus Ol AzissLInR

Q59| ZH} Thanks Note A 7| First Prayer
2 Reading & QT

} 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*SiLIE S| 0K, Y419 02 God's heart & your heart

* O ~Ht SWok= 443 $I5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |

@ Voulube @7122 5oz




Building Babel
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Reading Insight ccccoccsccecssssssssssssssssssesssescessosscsoscscs

The whole world had one language and a common speech.
They tried to make a name for themselves by building a city with
a tower. The Lord who learned of their intention confused their
language and scattered them over all the earth. (The account of
Shem'’s family line and that of Abram is also provided.)

/7 Hymn 10 Come, Thou Almighty King

Meditation - Genesis 11:1-9 ReadingPln - Genesis 11

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same
words.

2 And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in
the land of Shinar and settled there.

3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks,
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone,
and bitumen for mortar.

4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a
tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole
earth.”

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower,
which the children of man had built.

6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and
they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of
what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will
now be impossible for them.

7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so
that they may not understand one another’s speech.”

8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of
all the earth, and they left off building the city.

9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the
LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from
there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Engaging with Words
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What is the name of the tower

that people built? (11:9)
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Could you think of other things
that people build today that are
similar to the tower that people
built in the Bible story?
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After God created human beings, God blessed them and told
them to be fruitful, increase in number and fill the earth. God also
told them to subdue the earth. And God helped them to subdue
the earth by allowing them to multiply and fill the earth. The spirit of
this command can also be seen in the command given to the disci—
ples who were filled with the Holy Spirit, “be my witnesses to the
ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).” However, people did not want to be
scattered. This is the main reason why they started to build the
tower (11:4). It is surprising that the primary reason for building the
tower was not to make a name for themselves.

It is important to note that their “reluctance to be scattered” was
their rejection of God’s original intention in creation as well as their
reluctance to obey God’s will in their lives. For this reason, God
confused their language and scattered them over the earth. Fol-
lowing God’s will and being scattered to fulfill God’s will is the es-
sence of Christian ministry and mission. Unfortunately, however,
the world that we live in continues to tempt us to unite together to

T3(9H AFEXIS 2J3t 7|5 mgke a name for ourselves, discouraging us from following Gpd's
Prayer for Churches & Pastors will. How are you being scattered or are you seeking to be united?
May you find time to consider the heart of God who scattered peo—

222w, FHH(CA) ple over all the earth as you go through this day.
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Reading Insight ccccoccsccecssssssssssssssssssesssescessosscsoscscs

God called Abram to leave Ur of the Chaldees and go to the land
that will be shown to him. God promised to make Abram into a
great nation.

J3 Hymn 323 Call'd of God, We Honor the Call

Meditation » Genesis 12:10-20 ReadingPln - Genesis 12

10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down
to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the
land.

11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his
wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance,

12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his
wife.” Then they will kill me, but they will let you live.

13 Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because
of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.”

14 When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the
woman was very beautiful.

15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised
her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s
house.

16 And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had
sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants,
female donkeys, and camels.

17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great
plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.

18 So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have
done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife?

19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,” so that I took her for
my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.”

20 And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they
sent him away with his wife and all that he had.

U £0

OfEZ2 OILHE 02t 5t L7t
2 FOIS HIILIQ? (16F)
What did Abram receive after
saying that his own wife is his
sister? (12:16)

O AMtAC 2 HTHu} OFLHO| 2
A OfEA US| S 4ol &2
A2,

Imagine how their relationship
as husband and wife may have
been affected by this incident.

S4 50] 2t
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God said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land | will show you (12:1).” God promised
to make Abram into a ‘great nation” and bless him to be a “bless—
ing” (12:2).” What do you think Abram thought of when he heard
this promise from God? He probably thought of glory and honor
that will be his when he becomes a great nation. But the first thing
that he came to experience after receiving this promise from God
was fearing for his life in Egypt and calling his wife as his sister in
an attempt to save himself. In order to save his own neck, Abram
lied to the Pharaoh of Egypt that his wife is his sister. When Pha-
raoh took Abram’s wife as his own wife, God inflicted serious dis—
eases on Pharaoh and his household. When the truth was discov—-
ered, Pharaoh gave back Abram’s wife and Abram left Egypt.

What do you think Abram felt when he saw all the things that he
had acquired from Pharaoh after lying to him about his wife?
Shame? Remorse? He probably did not feel that he was blessed

because of all thg things that he had acquired from Pharégh.

Prayer for Churches & Pastors Through this experience, God began to teach Abram that acquiring

. o a lot of things are not necessarily a blessing and about the differ-

T:;%Eﬁﬁﬁiﬂig;f@ - ence in God'’s blessings and the blessings of this world. As you go

o EO":“%“ ) g, Z7l°(CA) through this day, take some time to consider what “God’s blessing”
oieIZ 8|, ool e SEHIS A5t 7| eyl
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Breaking Up with Lot

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

Z0 22]00|A
KHIE HIFEAM.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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76

OIE1t RO| 715 50| BOtM Z2 XM &0tz = g2 Bk
7t FUSHL. RO| MY QF X|HS HEGH] AZH7IK| 0123
1, OfEE2 7HAQ S0l AHFotRAZ UL,

53 MA35E(ES492%) Lo ot 7Y

B 159
TofEgto] offofl A 719} 19 ofifje} HE AR-of Fat
SHA AR 2 S

2ofB oA 7H5k 23 go] F-5-o Tt

37 YA B ARE Z-E wu fddo]| o] 2 Hlgd}
ofo] Afo] & Hof AFat HH 3o o] 24

417} AZ0 2 Ak E2 3tojet 17k A7 A ol 59t
SJolg& ESiHL

SofHZO] U £k Fat Aot Ho|glo B R

671 igo] o] sAsK]o Y4dst] Kot oY ol
TEY 4f7HEo 5AT & fll=olvzt

7 12| B & ofHo] 7}150] BAlel 29| 71&0] HA7}
A2 OHEALE 7P AR T} BE| A AR T o] A
ForueAl

gojH o] ZofA o] 25 2= g FFolg Yt it
U AR o] EA A 2= THEA] SEA] TRt

o] ol 2 o] A ofshF U wurtet vzt 2}
SFH U= ool Yl7h-9-61H U= Fot 22t



Abram and Lot had so much livestock to the point where they
could not live together in the same area. As they parted ways,
Lot went to the plain of Jordan, all the way to Sodom, and
Abram lived in the land of Canaan.

/7 Hymn 436 Thou, My Everlasting Portion
Meditation - Genesis 13:1-9 Reading Pin - Geniesis 13

1So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that
he had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb.

2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in
gold.

3 And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to
the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between
Bethel and Ai,

4 to the place where he had made an altar at the first. And
there Abram called upon the name of the LORD.

5 And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds
and tents,

6 50 that the land could not support both of them dwelling to-
gether; for their possessions were so great that they could
not dwell together,

7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s
livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. At that time
the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land.

8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between
you and me, and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen,
for we are kinsmen.

9 [s not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from
me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if
you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.”

Engaging with Words

O A
s &0

OtBge| X7} 22 0l X[HO=2
HSLEQ? (10-11%)

Where did Abram’s nephew
Lot go when they parted
ways? (13:10-11)

SILIEHIA OFEZ0|A| oK F5
2 oILIR? (14%) of, of of &
ne?

When did God bless Abram
(13:14)? What do you think is
the significance of this timing?

S4 50] 2t
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Chapter 13, verses 1-2 give a good description of Abram’s grow—
ing possession. What do you think when through Abram’s mind as
he looked at his growing herds, flocks and tents? Happiness prob—
ably was not one of it because there was growing dispute among
his shepherds and Lot’s shepherds who had to take care of the ev-
er—growing herds and flocks. Eventually, Abram decides to break
up with his nephew Lot. Just as his possessions and wealth grew,
his worries and concerns also continued to grow. But even in this
kind of situation, Abram built an altar to the Lord (13:4,18).

What do you think Abram felt as he stood by the altar? What do
you think he felt as he parted ways with Lot who had been with
him ever since he left his home? After Lot left, God blessed Abram
saying, “I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth.” What
do you think Abram felt when he heard these words from God? Do
you think he celebrated saying to himself, “| am being blessed
now”? Take some time today to consider what “God’s blessing” is
for you as you consider the story of Abram.
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Five countries in the Dead Sea region and the kings who allied
with king of Elam (Kedorlaomer) went to war. In this war, Lot
was taken as prisoner by king of Elam. Abram goes to rescue
Lot.

J4 Hymn 49 There'll be Showers of Blessing

Meditation  Genesis 14:17-24 ReadingPin - Genesis 14

17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to
meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).

18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine. (He was priest of God Most High.)

19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God
Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;

20 and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your
enemies into your hand!”And Abram gave him a tenth of ev-
erything.

21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the per-
sons, but take the goods for yourself.”

22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my
hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth,

23 that  would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything
that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abramrich.’

24 [ will take nothing but what the young men have eaten,
and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, Esh-
col,and Mamre take their share.”

Engaging with Words

nl-& AOE

Ot22H2 9ff OFR A= 7HXIK| 5L
Lt AAHSNQ? (23F)
Why did Abram refuse to ac-
cept nothing for himself?

(14:23)

2411 QHo| 718 27102 U7|
0|2 = FAOIASK|, SAfaH H4
AR,

Think about why Abram al-
lowed some of his men to
keep their share in v. 24.

24} S0j et 5y
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Abram received the news that his nephew Lot and his family
have been taken as prisoners by king of Elam. Abram took 318
trained men and went after king of Elam and rescued Lot and his
family and took back their belongings. After hearing about this,
Melchizedek king of Salem blessed Abram saying, “Blessed be
Abram by God Most High.” What do you think went through
Abram’s mind as he was going after king of Elam in an effort to
rescue Lot? Do you think he regretted breaking up with Lot in order
to protect his herds and flocks, blaming himself for what had hap-
pened to Lot and his family?

To Melchizedek who praised God, Abram gave a tenth of every—
thing he acquired from the battle. Some say that this is the origin of
the practice of tithing. Then when the king of Sodom asks Abram
to give back his people and gives permission to Abram to keep the
goods, Abram returns everything to the king of Sodom saying that
he will not keep anything that does not belong to him.

[t may be possible that Abram thought that the whole trouble of

!‘_ot and his family began with c’j’ispute over trying to protect one’s

Prayer for Churches & Pastors possessions (heard and flocks)” and that Abram may have recon-

sidered increasing his possessions. As you go through this day, |

MO IetIHEE LS|, BB(CA pray that you will take a moment to consider the changes in

A|_gg§;§a|m§|_, LZHUCA Abram’s attitude toward possession. | pray that you will also expe—
B HHE Het 7 rience the hand of God that guided Abram.
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The Lord’s Covenant
Promise to Abram

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Abram asked what blessings God had granted. (15:2) God made
a promise of “a smoking firepot and a flaming torch,” saying that
he would give Abram his own children and descendants as nu-
merous as the stars in the sky.

/3 Hymn 300 Just When | am Disheartened

Meditation - Genesis 15:9-17 ReadingPln - Genesis 15

9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female
goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon.”

10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid
each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds
inhalf.

11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses,
Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram.
And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him.

13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that
your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs
and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four
hundred years.

14 But [ will bring judgment on the nation that they serve,
and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.

15 As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you
shall be buried in a good old age.

16 And they shall come back here in the fourth generation,
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a
smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these
pieces.

U £0

SiLiEe LS U= A2 4
2ol0[21 HolstLtR? (6F)
What does the Bible illustrate
about those who believe the
Word of God? (15:6)

rlo

SfLIEHA OFE2HoA| ZLHot 2
E0|M 0[F0] Litl 0|7 T
7197 (78)

Why did God bring Abram out
of Ur of the Chaldeans? (15:7)
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God promised that heirs would come from Abram, and that
through his heirs, Abram would bring forth as many descendants
as the stars in the sky. God even performed a ceremony of “a
smoking firepot and a flaming torch,” meaning that breaking the
promise would result in death. But God added one condition in
15:13-14: descendants will have to live 400 years as slaves to the
Gentiles, and afterward they will become lavish in the future. Is the
covenant that they must live 400 years as Gentile’s slaves a “bless—
ing” or a “curse”? | don't think you can easily answer “blessing”. In-
terestingly, the life of Abram and the life journey of his descendants
seemed very similar. Their journey of life is similar in terms of
“leaving their place of residence,” “getting out of the house with
great wealth,” and “a situation in which the concept of wealth will
change.”

Genesis 15 testifies that God’s blessings begin when Abram left
his “place of establishment” and when he could truly deviate from
the concept of “blessings and material things” set by the world.
God did not allow the “blessing” to be easily passed on to the de-
scendants who had increased like the number of stars for 400
years. As in the days of Abram, the God who molded them through
their journey in the wilderness, is the same God who will also mold
us today.
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When Sarai had no children, she sent Hagar, a maidservant, to
Abram to have children. However, when Hagar was pregnant,
she despised Sarai. With Abram’s permission, Sarai mistreated
Hagar. As a result, Hagar ran away, met an angel of the Lord,
and received God'’s covenant.

J4 Hymn 310 | Know not Why God’s Wondrous Grace

Meditation - Genesis 16:7-14 ReadingPln - Genesis 16

7 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in
the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur.

8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you
come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am flee-
ing from my mistress Sarai.”

9 The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mis-
tress and submit to her.”

10 The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will surely mul-
tiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for
multitude.”

11 And the angel of the LORD said to her, “Behold, you are
pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishma-
el, because the LORD has listened to your affliction.

12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against ev-
eryone and everyone’s hand against him, and he shall dwell
over againstall his kinsmen.”

13 So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her,
“You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here [ have
seen him who looks after me.”

14 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies be-
tween Kadesh and Bered.

Engaging with Words

AN A
o0z
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0|F= FNWI? (5-6H)
Why was Sarai able to mistreat
Hagar? (16:5-6)
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What is the word meaning
“well of the Living One who
sees me?” (16:14)
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As Sarai’s maidservant Hagar ran away from her master, she met
an angel of the Lord in the wilderness. The angel of the Lord told
Hagar to return to her mistress and submit to her and gives her the
name of the child to be born (Ishmael). The angel also informed her
that through him she would have many offspring and that her child
would be hostile “against all his brothers.”

When Hagar returned to her mistress, she believed in the words
of the angel in hope. She must have waited for the right time, be—
lieving that Ishmael would make up for the injustice against Hagar
when he grew up. Hagar believed in God’s covenant.

Unfortunately, she missed one thing. She neglected God’s Word,
“he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.” If she believed in
God's covenant, she had to follow the path of blessing that God led
Abram through. As his mother, she should have helped Ishmael
walk on the path of “blessing.” However, holding on to her personal
wounds and resentment, even though she turned a part of the
“covenant” into her hope, she did not seek the opportunity of
“God’s guidance to fulfill the covenant.” Eventually, Hagar’s de-
scendants become a nation that opposes Israel. | pray that you will
have a day to seek and follow God’s guidance in fulfilling the cove-
nant.
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God changed the names of “Abram” and “Sarai” to “Abraham”
and “Sarah”. The new names meant “father of many nations”
and “mother of many nations.” As a sign of the covenant, God
ordered men to be circumcised and also gave the name of the
child to be born to Abraham (Isaac).

J3 Hymn 436 Lately the Life of Christ

Meditation - Genesis 17:15-22 ReadingPln - Genesis 17

15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.

16 T will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her.
I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peo-
ples shall come from her.”

17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said
to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hun-
dred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a
child?”

18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live
before you!”

19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son,
and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my cove-
nant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring af-
ter him.

20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed
him and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He
shall father twelve princes, and [ will make him into a great
nation.

21 But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah
shall bear to you at this time next year.”

22 When he had finished talking with him, God went up from
Abraham.

Engaging with Words
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What were the first words God
announced to Abraham when
he was 99 years old? (17:1)
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What was God’s intention
when He spoke to Abraham?
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After God specifically unveiled the covenant, Abram fell on his
face and laughed (17:17). Abraham was called “righteous” because
he believed God’s covenant. Perhaps 25 years was too long, lead-
ing Abraham to reply to God, “If only Ishmael might live under your
blessing!” (17:18). Although it was just for a moment, Abraham re~
vealed human weakness before God's covenant. It implied that “It
is impossible for me and Sarai to have children.” Then God revealed
the name of the child to be born, and He said twice that He would
make a covenant with the child (17:19, 21).

People sometimes think of human experience and knowledge
when they encounter the Word of God. By holding on to human
nature, he forgets the covenant and his faith is threatened, and
even the Word of God is drawn into human’s experience to be in-
terpreted. The important thing before God is not “who will fulfill the
covenant,” but “who will believe the covenant?” | pray that you will
spend a day believing only in the Word of God, not in human expe—
rience and knowledge.
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Jehovah appeared to Abraham. Jehovah had promised Sar-
ah that she would have a son and informed Abraham that He
would judge Sodom and Gomorrah.

J4 Hymn 569 Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

Meditation - Genesis 18:16-21 ReadingPln - Genesis 18

16 Then the men set out from there, and they looked down to-
ward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to set them on
their way.

17 The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am
abouttodo,

18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be bless-
ed inhim?

19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children
and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD
by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may
bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”

20 Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom
and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave,

21 [ will go down to see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will
know.”

Engaging with Words

O A
s &0

0132t SILIEHIA OfE2tEtofA|
LIEHLAEE, 3 2to] ATHE
OtHatsl2 OfEA AXLIQ?
23

When Jehovah God appeared
to Abraham, how did Abraham
recognize the presence of Je-
hovah? (18:2)
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Meditate on whether Abra-
ham’s heart is exposed in his
question “What if only ten can
be found there?” (18:32)
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The presence and judgment of Jehovah God exposes everything.
Sarah’s heart was revealed (18:12-13). When God told Abraham
that He would go directly to examine the sins of Sodom and Go-
morrah (18:20-21), Abraham must have sensed God'’s judgment.
Abraham must have recalled his nephew Lot, who lived in the re—
gions of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham might have worried about
Lot like when Lot was taken captive by the king of Elam. That is
why, after God’s Word, he asked many times, “Do you destroy the
righteous along with the wicked?”

However, he knew precisely that there was nothing man could do
on his own before God’s judgment. This is because from the mo-
ment he left Ur of the Chaldeans, he was trained to lay down hu-
man experiences and values. The change in Abraham’s life was
gradually revealed through this incident. He acknowledged human
weakness and at the same time revealed himself as a believer and
follower of God’s Word. As you meditate on Genesis through
chapter 18, | invite you to transform your faith and pray that you will

T3(9H AFEXIS 2J3t 7|5 reap a change in your life like Abraham as well.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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Two angels of the Lord came to Sodom and Gomorrah. The
people there also tried to do evil against angels. The angels
informed Lot of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and
helped him escape. However, while fleeing, Lot’s wife turned to
look back and became a pillar of salt.

JJ Hymn 499 Far, Far Away in Heathen Darkness Dwelling

Meditation - Genesis 19:23-29 ReadingPln - Genesis 19

23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar.

24 Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur
and fire from the LORD out of heaven.

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all
the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.

26 But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back, and she became
apillar of salt.

27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place
where he had stood before the LORD.

28 And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and
toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold,
the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.

29 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley,
God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of
the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had
lived.

Engaging with Words
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Who were saved in Sodom
and Gomorrah? (19:14-15)
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Why were they saved in the
midst of judgment? (19:29)
Meditate on why.
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When Sodom and Gomorrah were to be judged, Lot was very
worried. He was afraid that he would not be able to leave the city
where people would be judged. Thus, he begged the angel to let
him flee to the nearby small town of Zoar. As soon as Lot and his
family arrived in Zoar, Jehovah’s judgments began to fall on Sodom
and Gomorrah. At this time, Lot’s wife turned back and she be-
came a pillar of salt. Jesus said in Luke 17:32, “Remember the wife
of Lot.” At the end, Jesus told us not to go home because we are
obsessed with household items.

Jesus said that if you try to save your life, you will lose it. In other
words, Lot’s wife remained attached to the life she lived in the cit-
ies of Sodom and Gomorrah, and she is seen as a symbol of a per-
son who did not seize changes in life. She was given the opportu—
nity to be transformed prior to God’s judgment, but because she
longed for her past life, she was ultimately judged with her sinful
city. God gives everyone the opportunity to be transformed, but we
must not forget that there are always only a few who achieve
change. | hope that today is the day you will let go of your obses—
sion with your past life.
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Abraham deceived Abimelech, king of Gerar, by calling Sarah as
his sister. God appeared in Abimelech’s dream to warn him, and
through Abraham'’s prayer, the disaster inflicted on Abimelech
was removed.

J3 Hymn 382 Be not Dismayed Whate'er Betide

Meditation - Genesis 20:10-18 ReadingPln - Genesis 20

10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you see, that
you did this thing?”’

11 Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, There is no fear
of God at all in this place, and they will kill me because of
my wife.

12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father
though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my
wife.

13 And when God caused me to wander from my father’s
house, I said to her, ‘This is the kindness you must do me: at
every place to which we come, say of me, He is my broth-
er.””

14 Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male servants
and female servants, and gave them to Abraham, and re-
turned Sarah his wife to him.

15 And Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before you;
dwell where it pleases you.”

16 To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a
thousand pieces of silver. It is a sign of your innocence in the
eyes of all who are with you, and before everyone you are
vindicated.”

17 Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimel-
ech, and also healed his wife and female slaves so that they
bore children.

18 For the LORD had closed all the wombs of the house of
Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

Engaging with Words
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What was Abraham afraid of?
(20:11)
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o L2 A2 (17F)
What was the plague that God
brought upon Abimelech?
(20:17)
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The incident of Genesis 12 was repeated. Abraham introduced
his wife Sarah as his sister to Abimelech, king of Gerar. | wonder
why he would do something disgraceful again, but verses 11-13
clear up my doubts. Abraham, afraid of those who did not fear God,
made a covenant with his wife to live for him. In other words, he
did not fully grasp that God is the Creator and Sovereign of the
world. Through Abimelech, God allowed Abraham to confront his
own weakness again. Then God had Abraham pray.

It is not recorded for what Abraham prayed for, but God allows us
to see that the difficulties that Abimelech had faced were resolved
after Abraham’s prayer. Abraham was given the opportunity to re—
flect deeply on himself and God’s will through prayer. It seems that
he moved one step closer to God, but in fact he experienced that
God always approached him first. Today, | pray that you will meet
and rely on God who approaches one step closer to you.
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As stated in God’s covenant, a son Isaac was born to Abraham
and Sarah. Once Isaac was born, Hagar and Ishmael had to
leave Abraham’s house, but God opened up a way for Ishmael
to live conforming to God'’s promise.

/3 Hymn 300 Just When | am Disheartened

Meditation - Genesis 21:8-13 ReadingPln - Genesis 21

8 And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a
great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.

9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she
had borne to Abraham, laughing.

10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with
her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with
my son Isaac.”

11 And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on ac-
count of his son.

12 But God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased because of
the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah
says to you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your
offspring be named.

13 And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman al-
so, because he is your offspring.”

Engaging with Words
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What happened to Sarah?
21:1-2)
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What happened to Hagar?
(21:19-20)
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God'’s promise must be fulfilled
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To Abraham, Isaac was the son promised by God, and Ishma-
el was the son born according to human customs. Thus, he was
troubled when there was conflict between Isaac and Ishmael.
God told Abraham to do what Sarah said, and he sent Ishmael
and Hagar away. But it looked too easy. Verse 14 states, “Abra-
ham prepared food and a container of water, and strapped them
on Hagar's shoulders. Then he sent her away with their son -
Abraham saw the birth of Isaac and witnessed the fulfilment of
God's covenant. He observed the impossible happen. Because
of that, he must have believed God’s words, “I will make Ish-
mael into a nation.”

He must have truly believed that the God who protected him,
who called his wife as his sister, would also protect and lead
Ishmael. Isn’t “a leather bag of bread and water” a heartfelt act?
(Also see Gen 3:21). God meets and guides everyone individu-
ally. Just as he fulfilled the Abrahamic covenant, God will also
fulfill the covenant he made to us. Spend a day to study the
promised covenant and live by believing in the covenant that will
be fulfilled.
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Abraham Tested
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God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his son Isaac
as a burnt offering. When Abraham was about to offer his son
Isaac as a burnt offering, God stopped him. This event proved
that Abraham feared God and lived according to the Word of
God. After offering burnt offerings with the lamb God had pre—
pared, God'’s covenant was confirmed again.

J Hymn 216 Saviorl Thy Dying Love

Meditation - Genesis 22:9-14 ReadingPln - Genesis 22

2 When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood.

10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to
slaughter his son.

11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Heream1.”

12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything
to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son.

14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD
will provide™; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the
LORD itshall be provided.”

Engaging with Words
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What did Isaac think when he
said, “God will provide a lamb

for a burnt offering?” (22:8)
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What did Isaac learn from this
incident? (22:12)

S4 50] 2t

121



A9 9] 9] 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

ot L one Word
S O HO| Fot7| 2ok -
QL XAl 5t ume SHLHEMIA 0] Z=AILICE God Believes in Abraham
EreL
O0t=22t310| OHS O|AtS HRIZ E2|2ie AR HRLE S2t2 A
UYLCE HX= SHEMAM 2145t OFS OJAS HR|Z =2{0F o
Ch= AlR0| HRUE 7150k SEELICE 5 i, OFE2tato] B
7t sEEULL S 22 RSt 0SS AR5 BiMZ S22l
Ch= 0| SEEULL BAts LOIXIQ, “SILEHA &S oHls] £
NSS 0p=2F510| UQLS ZH0|2F 24T, I OFERI50| BIS0| “0jAt
S 2 X 7H20M Ol H21d B2 4245 23] 11:19)01241
SLICE O|RE St 2HAL.
‘OfE2tSN0IE 0I5 S 7| M 19| TZ2 OHE F0[2t1 A7H5t
H UZ0IA2H, SiLiEel Ao AN RS2 AH LZ0IASLICE
12{H 77t SHAES A5t SiLEe| FHE T A0l HASH
Ct. O{EA| 02 Hep/t $ZS7Q? olLigHAlE Y ZH[oHI=E,
0l= op=2tetol FZ0| ;S X0 SHAEHMA HA ATt
= O 0[5t SHLILI0| mISQ| 3 OrHEFSLS TIo| Al
=7 |5 one Prayer = SH0IXIL. O|E1Cf otLtEel 23 (l| 2= OfEEtets U39l A
95 xAlamoz OZ O[T X0| 2HELILL. ot=2tsts WOIFL SHIEHM 25 2
AT g5t e 29| AZ0| dHE A LOAH, Z=2 OfjH[ch F& ALY,
R 7I=E 7IR U

The story of Abraham offering his son Isaac as a burnt offering
is a remarkable event. First, the test to offer Isaac, the Son of
Promise, as a burnt offering was very harsh and surprising to
him. Second, Abraham’s attitude was amazing. It is startling
that he calmly tried to burn the only son he obtained late in his
age. Some said, “Abraham must have known that God had a
sheep.” Or, it might be Abraham’s faith that “God would raise
Isaac from the dead.” (Heb 11:19). Meditate on this.

Before he received the name “Abraham,” his faith carried the
dishonesty that introduced his wife as his sister and transmitted
the disbelief that made him laugh when God’s covenant was
unveiled. Then he became a man who feared God and believed
in the sovereignty of God. How did this change come about?
God prepared a sheep, which is proof that God first believed
that Abraham’s faith would have grown. It is clear that this kind
of God's trust in Abraham eventually led him to become a man

W39} AIIXIE 2|5t 7| of faith. The God who believed in Abraham also believes that
Prayer for Churches & Pastors our faith will grow, and He will prepare blessings for us.
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The Burial of Sarah

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Sarah’s life ended at the age of one hundred and twenty-seven.
Abraham bought the Hittite cave of Machpelah and buried Sarah
there.

J4 Hymn 606 There’s a Land that is Fairer Than Day

Meditation - Genesis 23:12-18 ReadingPln - Genesis 23

12 Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land.

13 And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the
land, “But if you will, hear me: I give the price of the field.
Accept it from me, that  may bury my dead there.”

14 Ephron answered Abraham

15“My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four hundred
shekels of silver, what is that between you and me? Bury
your dead.”

16 Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham weighed out
for Ephron the silver that he had named in the hearing of
the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according to the
weights current among the merchants.

17 So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the
east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it and all
the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area,
was made over

18to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites,
before all who went in at the gate of his city.

Engaging with Words

U £0
AHM E5|E Lot AICHH, 0
01227 YI3Lte?

If you have received special
privileges in your life, what was
the reason? Was it fair?

|
SA6 BAAIR. (F1, 5 14%,
£ 13%, 5M 6%)
Meditate on the reason why
he paid for the cave of Mach-
pelah. (Also see Luke 14; Rom
13; 1 Tim 6)

S4 50] 2t
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Ol 20Ph= ZM017| WE0 Stfgel 50| OfLEtE F70IAZ A
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£ 7 HO|Lt SR 2M SHLigel AfTtS 7HS0 S EHEL F
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E427|E One Prayer 3P O7IX| 100 0jR0) SOl HE| AU 0f=2ftel 42

Q5 Fp ymoz SJotAH EH|E1 HHIE ofRE A Z 7|=E8LCL

HHS et g2 _ .

SHRXL 7|2 7|ZEHLICH While looking for a place to bury Sarah, Abraham found the

cave of Machpelah. When Ephron the Hittite, the owner of the
cave, offered to give it to Abraham for free, Abraham, who was
trusted and respected in the region, bent down twice to pur—
chase the cave at a reasonable price. Sometimes people will
rejoice because they think that free things are the grace of God.
However, after leaving Ur of the Chaldeans, there is a change in
his perspective of “blessings and wealth.” Abraham had
changed into a new Abraham who saved Lot and returned all
the spoils to the king of Sodom.

To him, since all people in the world are God’s creations and
live by God's providence, there was no reason for anyone to re-
ceive things for free. In today’s words, Abraham bowed down
twice, embracing God's covenant in his heart and living a disci-
plined and refined life. May you live a day of moderation and
cultivation as you meditate on the life of Abraham, who did not
take for granted the opportunity presented to him and respect—

3|9} AIIXIE 95t 7| fully declined the favor of his neighbor.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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The Lord had blessed
him in every way

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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39| 30| EALIo|Ct.
Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening
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Doing & Being for Today

128

|

OFE2fet0| 0[At2| OHHE H7| 2lohAf Aplo] RE AR E #2loH
= me S0H D22 Jtaf oIS, ofE2teto| 11gk
OlA 0121S ZS At 0fR10] 7HARtC 2 QX| §1O2{ 1 SHE: 0|4t
= IRCE H=7HK= F2til FERUSLI.

£ MBA2B(5340%) 75 04 2ARIEO]
sy-&M17] 24:11-9 5= - A7) 24%

1ol gl3to] tjo]7} ol 5911 o] S oA A T1ol|A| ¥
Atoll E-& FAEzt

SUPZF oA st shud, B9 shudoldl 9 29ks
7HIA WA sty Y= W7t ASste o] AR 7F
Ut £49 @ Fol A W ob52 $isto] oS ElsHA|

2k

41} 3 W 4012 7 f oFS o] 42 $i5to] of
W dstet

s350] |25 ol7} L} uhe} o] o2 Qelw 5
OFISHAE U7} 210 o5& Felo] oAl Ho.g
Qliste) Eobrhelolt

sofuizsto] T o]25) U] oF5-E 1212 Hel 1 &
o7 o ke 3t

78h59] St of Z9pA LHE U obil 9] Wahif 1
& oA wL) bl A ekl A Al
o 0] 24712 o] -2 | Aol A et shg.01] 17}
2 A2 e A et v7k A7) A o ok
2 Slsto] o gz

85k of 7} LS ek 9.2] 1 34 ofLfstel Ly of
A7k gt gato] g 9 v of -2 Helx 12
7 et

97150 olo] 71.9] =9l ofHekghe] SR A] of o] &
gl o] dof ffsto] oA Wi ASH A ezt



Reading Insight ccccoccsccecssssssssssssssssssesssescessosscsoscscs

Abraham ordered the old servant who was in charge of all his
possessions to visit Abraham’s native land in order to get a wife
for Isaac. He ordered a woman to be found in Abraham’s home-
town and not to take Isaac there, even if she would not come to
Canaan.

J3 Hymn 542 ‘Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus

Meditation  Genesis 24:1-9 ReadingPin - Genesis 24

1 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the
LORD hadblessed Abraham in all things.

2 And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his house-
hold, who had charge of all that he had, “Put your hand un-
der my thigh,

3 that  may make you swear by the LORD, the God of heav-
en and God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my

son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I
dwell,

4 but will go to my country and to my kindred, and take a
wife for my son Isaac.”

5 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be
willing to follow me to this land. Must I then take your son
back to the land from which you came?”

6 Abraham said to him, “See to it that you do not take my son
back there.

7 The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my
father’s house and from the land of my kindred, and who
spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring [ will give
this land, he will send his angel before you, and you shall
take a wife for my son from there.

8 But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will
be free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my
son back there.”

9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his
master and swore to him concerning this matter.

Engaging with Words

nl-& AOE

OtE2t3H2 SILIES O EH HAL
ot UFLIR? (3"*)
How did Abraham describe
God? (24:3)

ofEtEe 292 272 7R
US ot AYM?

(RH17:21, 21:12)

What did Abraham base his
statement in 24:7 on?

(Gen 17:21, 21:12)

24} S0j et 5y
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Faith to keep and follow the covenant
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This is the beginning of the story of Abraham sending his ser—
vant to Haran to find a wife of his son Isaac before his death.
“Abraham was now a very old man, and the Lord had blessed
him in every way” (24:1). What does it mean? Does it mean,
“He is very old, but the Lord has always made known to him
the covenant of God?” He sent his servant to Haran to find
Isaac’s wife, but his servant asked: “What if the woman is un-
willing to come back with me to this land? Shall | then take your
son back to the country you came from?” (24:5).

Abraham asserts, “He will send his angel ahead of you.”
(247). It is a confession of Abraham’s faith. He believed that it
was God’s will and covenant to stay in the Promised Land and
not to mix with Gentiles and local cultures. Therefore, he sent
his servant with the belief that “it will be done according to
God's covenant.” Believing in God’s covenant is expressed as a
life of faith without worries and hesitation. | pray that you will
have a day free from worry and hesitation by believing in God'’s
covenant.
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Abraham was buried in the cave of Machpelah, where Sarah
was buried. Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, could not bear a child, so she
pleaded with the Lord, and then her twins Esau and Jacob were
born. Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for bread and lentil stew.

/7 Hymn 436 Thou, My Everlasting Portion

Meditation - Genesis 25:27-34 ReadingPln - Genesis 25

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man
of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents.

28[saac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah
loved Jacob.

29 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from
the field, and he was exhausted.

30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew,
for Iam exhausted!” (Therefore his name was called Edom.)

31 Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.”

32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to
me?”

33 Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and
sold his birthright to Jacob.

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate
and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his
birthright.

Engaging with Words
HEEE
0[A0] OIME AlH3HE 0]F= 2
017197 (28%)

Why did Isaac love Esau?
(25:28)

SHLIEMA OF5S Aot 07
= 291017197 (2 9:13, 11:26)
Why did God love Jacob?
(Rom 9:13, 11:26)
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Is the birthright being traded just because Esau sold the birth—
right for red bean porridge and bread? It is an irreplaceable fact
that Esau is the firstborn. Esau knew this too, so he said he
would sell his birthright due to hunger, and he regarded the
birthright lightly. If we look at the incident of Isaac’s blessing on
Jacob in Genesis 27, we can see that the important implication
of the birthright is that believers in God’s covenant pray for
blessings on their children. It is clearly different from property
rights in the world. Humans in the beginning of creation re-
ceived God’s “covenant,” and after the flood, Noah received the
same “covenant.” Abraham and Isaac also received the same
‘covenant.”

Therefore, the entitlement of the firstborn in the sight of God
is “a life that follows God'’s covenant,” which is like a legacy of
faith passed down from parents to children. We do not know
exactly who was interested in God's covenant, whether it was

3|9 AIHXIE QJ5t 7| = Jacob or Esau, but it is clear that Jacob desperately wanted his
Prayer for Churches & Pastors father's blessing rather than his father's wealth. \What matters

ERHASIII8I242| T3] ZHE(CA) most is the heart that longs for blessings. God blesses those
SYALBI0I0951742| T3], MIEH(CA) who long for the covenant. | pray that everyone will be blessed
NEO| VY, 712, RIS 915t 7|z by longing for God's covenant today.
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Live in the land
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| LEBIAN.

39| 30| EALIo|Ct.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

CESEDREE
Doing & Being for Today
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Because of the famine, Isaac went to Gerar, but God told him to
stay there and not go anywhere else. Like his father Abraham,
Isaac calls his wife Rebekah his sister.

JJ Hymn 425 Have Thine own way, Lord

Meditation - Genesis 26:26-33 ReadingPln - Genesis 26

26 When Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath
his adviser and Phicol the commander of his army,

27 [saac said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing
that you hate me and have sent me away from you?”’

28 They said, “We see plainly that the LORD has been with
you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact between us, be-
tween you and us, and let us make a covenant with you,

29 that you will do us no harm, just as we have not touched
you and have done to you nothing but good and have sent
you away in peace. You are now the blessed of the LORD.”

30 So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank.

31 In the morning they rose early and exchanged oaths. And
Isaac sent them on their way, and they departed from him in
peace.

32 That same day Isaac’s servants came and told him about
the well that they had dug and said to him, “We have found
water.”

33 He called it Shibah; therefore the name of the city is Beer-
shebato this day.

Engaging with Words
wz 202
0[AH2 2|E 7S off H0|2k ATHZH
SMe? (7%)

Why did Isaac introduce Re—
bekah as his sister? (26:7)

2Rt REHO = HE MofEke
=2 20| AULQ? (RHAS A
HMeliE =2 20| USNQ?)
What kind of “blessings” have
you received from your par-
ents? What kind of “blessing”
will you pass on to your chil-
dren?

S4 50] 2t
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Isaac, who introduces Rebekah as his sister to Abimelech,
king of the Philistines, acts like his father Abraham. Before
Isaac’s birth, the name of the king whom Abraham introduced
Sarah to was Abimelech (King of Gerar). Father and son were
very much alike, even their shameful conduct was similar, so
we who meditate on the Word are also embarrassed. However,
this is not the only similarity. Abimelech, king of the Philistines,
came to Isaac and begged him, “We can plainly see that the
Lord is with you-:* Now you are blessed by the LORD” (26:27-
28). Through this it is clear the Lord confirmed to Abimelech
that Abraham and Isaac were blessed under the same circum—
stances and that they lived by the covenant of God.

This was the reason why God forbade them to go to Egypt in
order to survive during the famine. It was to make sure that his
son Isaac would also receive the covenant his father Abraham
had received. This was a circumstance in which God, who ful-

filled the covenant, was preparing Abraham’s “blessing” so that
Prayer for Churches & Pastors Isaac would also receive it. | pray that you will wait in faith for
sjatma], Z0ICA) God who is preparing to bless us in all our circumstances today.
S|AH2|orstoICtEIZ2| W3], Z/THY(CA)
ws|2} oS 2t 7|z
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Journaling with Jesus Ol AzissLInR

Q59| ZH} Thanks Note A 7| First Prayer
2 Reading & QT

} 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*SiLIE S| 0K, Y419 02 God's heart & your heart

* O ~Ht SWok= 443 $I5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further
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AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

AstZia|m 3| WEIHE 2 Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
L3iojok$ 1 2F Mission Fund #IAIOIE https://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah

1L3])E A3 YTk We plant a church at a time
o) S 8| Th We prepare for future
sPAA|A o] TTAY T God is leading our way

2atol

O| S22 Online Giving

ogtet $10, $ 20, $ 30, $ 50 per month 0GR $ 1 per day 08HEr $ 30 per month

of2{22| 12 S1Z2 st m 3| JHAS floH AFSEILICE
Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
fgtzelws|o| 0j2iE Fh|sh= Lol AFZELIC
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

t012|Z Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry

ol
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Lsl|ojo} 252l wEHE Aljoll oA EoiEt + USNK?

How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 7PHof|A €| ERILICE, You may give as afamily.
o XS} €| o ek ERIL|CE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
+ Lal|0jo} 2SS Sall, HlatM|7 [R2 QLS = USLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
LSO F HILA! £ QELICE Check payable to Nehemiah Project

W3IE M= =5l0|o} 2F 25 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Genesis 1:1-5

“God said”

m Opening Discussion

If anon—Christian friend asks you, “Are you a Christian? Then prove your faith!” how would
you respond (prove)?

m Understanding today’s passage

A high school student from the church | served went to a university. He was surprised
to learn about different races and their religions. Most of the people in the village where
he lived were Christians, but he was surprised to meet friends of other religions, such as
Muslims and Buddhists, at the university. As he talked about religion with his friends and
got to know their culture, he came to think that “faith” is greatly influenced by one’s “given
environment.”

He came to understand that just as he was born into a Christian family, his friends were
born into other religions. He was grateful to be born in a Christian family, but at the same
time, he confessed that it was difficult for him to tell his friends to believe in God. More-
over, he thought that it might be rude to share the gospel of Christianity to someone who
was born and raised in a culture of another religion, so he came to the pastor and con-
fessed his honest feelings that he would not be able to preach the gospel to friends of
otherreligions.

Answer the question yourself. “What is the essence/core of Christianity?” In general, you
would answer that the “crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus” is the essence or core of
Christianity. This is because God’s salvation to restore sinful human beings to the image
they were created to be was confirmed and completed through the crucifixion and resur—
rection of Jesus. However, there is a point that must be clearly made in such an explanation. “In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1). Explaining the essence
of Christianity begins with the fact that God created the world.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

God's creation of the world with God’s Word confirms that the event of the cross and the
resurrection of Jesus is God’s work of redemption. If the world was not created with the
Word of God, the meaning of the event of the cross and the resurrection cannot but be
interpreted in various ways. | asked the college student who said he would not be able to
preach the gospel, “Do you believe that God created the world?”

If you believe in the sovereignty of God the Creator, you are told to preach the gospel
boldly. | advised him not to forget that we can preach the gospel according to God's Word,
believing that “family, environment, and culture,” which seem to differentiate different
religions, are all within God'’s creation. God’s creations cannot but respond to God’s Word
(sometimes with tears, sometimes with anger, sometimes with indifference). Christianity
is based on the belief that God created the world. However, modern times often lead us to
focus more on the social perspective than on God’s creation.

This leads people to turn away from the “Word of God,” which created the world through
the Word, and causes them to lose their foundation of life. The Bible, the Word of God,
begins with the words with Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.”

m Into the Word

When God created the heavens and the earth, God created man differently from other
creatures. What did God create differently? (1:26-27)

m Into our life

Genesis 1:28 commands, “fill the earth and subdue it.” What is the meaning of this com-
mand of God? What are some cases in which these commands are properly understood
or misunderstood?

m Memory Verse Genesisl:1

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”

[} sharing with your children

\What did you realize while reading Genesis 17 Please share what you learned.
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Genesis 2:1-15

“He rested on the seventh day”

m Opening Discussion
\Which word do you prefer, “Sunday” or “Lord’s Day?” Why?

m Understanding today’s passage

After God created the universe, He rested on the seventh day. The Bible describes His
rest as “He ceased all his works” (2:2) and “He blessed the seventh day and made it holy”
(2:3). It doesn’t mean that God stopped creating the universe and did nothing. Rather God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy. It was made clear that God did not simply let go
of his hand and rested.

The word “bless” used in Genesis is [baw-rak’] in Hebrew. This word means “to kneel, to
salute, tobless.” So blessing means “kneeling before God, giving thanks, and praise.”

If we paraphrase this word and apply it to the Sabbath, the seventh day, God finished
creating the world, and made the seventh day as the day to, “Kneel before God,” “Praise
God,” and “Bless the world with God’s blessings.” In other words, God worked hard even
on the Sabbath. Furthermore, holiness means to be “separated”, that is, to be set apart
from the world. God made the Sabbath to be holy as a day set apart from other days.

Mark 2:27 says, “And he said, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sab-
bath, so that the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” Jesus correctly stated that God
made the Sabbath a special day set aside for people. It was truly a testimony of God's love
for caring for people even on the Sabbath.

You've probably heard it said that exercise and work are different. Even if the same phys-
ical energy is used, labor makes people tired, and exercise breathes life into people. By
making the Sabbath day blessed and holy, God intended to revive the souls and vitality
of those of faith. It was designed so that man could rule the world according to God’s will
during the week after complete rest on Sabbath.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

Since this is the providence of creation and the first written word in God’s Word, it is also
the mission of believers to spend the Sabbath day blessed and holy. However, if you con-
sider this day only as a day off, the next week will be even more difficult and tiring. Medi—
tate through Genesis 2 again, rest properly on the Sabbath, and be refreshed and grow in
your faith.

m Into the Word

How did man spend the day in the Garden of Eden? (2:15) What does this mean?

m Into our life

How do you spend your Sunday (Sabbath)? What are your expectations for the Sabbath?
(Evaluate your own Sabbath.)

m Memory Verse Genesis 2:3

“So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his
work that he had done in creation.”

[ sharing with your children

Most people wait for the weekend (Friday/Saturday/Sunday). Why? (Why do Christians
go to church on Sunday?)
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Genesis 9:8-17

Evidence

of the Eternal Covenant

m Opening Discussion

Please tell us about the “promise” or “decision” you have kept to yourself for a long time or
in your relationship with others and share the reason.

m Understanding today’s passage

The universe was created with the Word of God. God blessed man and told him to rule the
world. Therefore, the Word of God was a command that would be fulfilled in itself. How-
ever, the first people, Adam and Eve, Cain, and those who are called “sons of God” (Genesis
6:2) did not listen to God’s Word. They did not keep the Word of God in their hearts. They
followed what they wanted and walked the path of the flesh. So God judged the fleshly
people with water. This is Noah'’s flood incident and was initiated because people ignored
the “Word of God.”

The world was judged by the rain that fell for 40 days and nights, and only Noah and his
family were saved by the grace of God. After the judgment, God blessed Noah and his
family again. He entrusted Noah and his family with the animals of the earth, the birds of
the air and the waters of the sea, which God gave to Noah to be consumed. Then again,
He said, “I will make a new covenant” with Noah and his family. Moreover, He promised, “There
shallbe no more flood to destroy the earth” (9:11) and He will puta “rainbow” in the clouds
to serve as the sign of the covenant.

A rainbow is a spectrum of light seen from the opposite side of the sun after it rains. It is
seen through the refraction and reflection of light by many water droplets. If this is a sci—
entific and analytical explanation of the rainbow, then the biblical meaning is this. It tells
people to remember the time when they turned away from God's Word and followed their
own flesh and when they look at the rainbow to remember that the world was judged by
water.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

A “rainbow” which appears when the rain stops and the sun appears encourages us to
never forget God's covenant. In other words, the rainbow is a “warning” to not let God's
Word outof our hearts because the world was created with God's Word. Itis a symbol of “God’s
grace” that we will never be judged with water again.

The act of giving a meaning other than this to the rainbow is an act of ignoring God’s Word
and the covenant contained in it. Facing the falling rain, the rainbow after the rain, and
even natural disasters caused by rain, we must not forget that God created the world with
the Word and s sustaining it with the Word-Covenant.

m Into the Word

\What is the deadline for the covenant contained in the “rainbow” (9:12), and what is the
meaning of the deadline?

m Into our life

Some people lose theirlives in disasters like floods which seems to be at odds with the “rainbow”
covenant. How can they be reconciled?

m Memory Verse Genesis 9:11

“| establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

m Sharing with your children

[f you have made a promise to your friends and parents, what is the meaning of that prom-
ise?
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's PassageGenesis 16:1-6

“Maybe I will have children

through her.”

m Opening Discussion

Share a time when you experienced difficulties because you followed your own ideas in-
stead of following someone else’s advice. Why didn’t you follow the advice?

m Understanding today’s passage

It has been ten years since the Lord brought Abram out of Ur of the Chaldeans. During
this time, Abram believed and followed Jehovah'’s covenant and was called “righteous”. It
may be that Abram forgot that he made a covenant with Jehovah God. Abram accepted
his wife Sarai’s invitation (16:2) and this caused Hagar to become pregnant when Sarai
encouraged Abram to obtain descendants through a maidservant (16:4).

Did Abram forget the covenant with God? Abram and Sarai’s actions may have been due
to the culture of the time. “Culture” in the dictionary means “the process or achievement
of human activities to realize the ideal of human beings, especially the product of innerand
mental activities of human beings such as art, morality, religion, and institutions.” In sum-
mary, it can refer to all actions that have made a person’s wishes and hopes come true.
God had promised Abram that He would give him offspring, but Sarai and Abram accepted
the culture of those who thought that “to obtain a child through a servant girl is also a child
of the master,” and they exchanged this culture with God’s covenant. Abram degraded
God'’s covenant into a worldly culture. This caused Hagar to become pregnant and despise
Sarai. Sarai said, “May the Lord judge” (16:5), and Abram replies, “Your maidservant is in
your hand, do with herwhatever you think best” (16:6). Neither is accepting responsibility.
This event reminds us of the “fruit of the tree of good and evil” incident in Genesis 3. It is
similar to the way men and women who ignore the Word of God shift their responsibilities.
In the Bible, most cases human suffering does not originate from God. Difficulties arise
when people who do not understand God'’s will or ignore God'’s Word, look at the situation,
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

find their own way, and start to rationalize their decisions. They then have to bear the pain
themselves.

Today’'s Word testifies to us that seeking God's covenant and keeping it is the best way to
avoid difficulties. We must remember that finding, seeking, and obtaining the covenant
God has given us is the most important thing in human life.

m Into the Word

How did Abram respond to Sarai’s request to have children through a maidservant? (16:2)

m Into our life

Think about the first thing you do to get the results you want. What were the results?

m Memory Verse Genesis 16:2

“‘And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing chil-
dren. Goin to my servant; it may be that | shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened
tothe voice of Sarai.

[ sharing with your children

\When you encounter a difficult problem, whom do you turn to first? What comes to mind
first?
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The Fifth Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Genesis 20:8-18

“There is no fear of God

in this place”

m Opening Discussion

Please share a time when you felt so afraid and lonely to the point of giving everything up.

m Understanding today’s passage

“‘Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted it to him as righteousness” (Gen 15:6).
When God said that He would make him see the stars in the night sky and make the num-
ber of his descendants as numerous as the stars, Abraham believed the word of the Lord,
and God counted his faith as righteous. However, when he arrived in the land of those who
did not know God, the Gentiles who did not fear God, Abraham thought that he would be
killed. In a way, Abraham’s fear was a very natural fear. However, God revealed His pres-
ence once again in this situation.

God’s covenant was to make Abraham a “source of blessing,” so that “all nations would be
blessed” through Abraham. The core theme of Genesis is that the person who receives
the covenant of God becomes the source of blessing and that all people can receive
blessings through this person. That is why he allowed Abraham, who received God'’s cov-
enant, to face the situation of death again and confirmed his qualifications as a source of
blessing. Also, God made Abimelech discover on his own through a dream that he was in
a sinful situation. At the same time God gave Abimelech an opportunity to escape from his
sinandreceive God’s blessing.

As Abraham continued his qualifications as a source of blessing, Abimelech also received
the blessing of having children through his wife and maidservants. This event initiated the
thread that God’s covenant and blessings are shared and communicated to Gentiles as
well.

Pharaoh, mentioned earlier in Genesis 12, was in a similar situation. However, the results
were slightly different. God allowed Abraham to meet Pharaoh as well, but ended the
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

situation when Pharaoh did not sin. However, God allowed Abimelech to respond to God's
blessing, understand God's Word, and have children. In other words, he gave everyone
the opportunity to experience the presence of God. This is an event clearly manifesting
that God wants to bless everyone in the world. God calls everyone. And He wants to use
those who have received the covenant as God'’s blessed as instruments in the course of
this calling. We will have to live today knowing that we have been given this role.

m Into the Word
What covenant did Abraham make with his wife Sarah? (20:11-13) Why?

m Into our life

Think of a time when you broke your promise to God because of a very urgent situation.
Please share what the results were.

m Memory Verse Genesis 20:7

“Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you
shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are
yours.”

m Sharing with your children

Have you ever lied to avoid difficulties? What was the result?
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MISSIONARY
OF THE MONTH

Advance : # 15162Z

Country : Tanzania

Serving At : Susannah Wesley Education and Healthcare Center
Home Country : DRCongo, Africa

Spouse : Umba llunga Kalangwa

\ 4/ Kalangwa, Ngoy Mulanga

Mrs. Ngoy Mulanga Kalangwa is a United Methodist missionary with
the General Board of Global Ministries serving in women’s ministry
of education and health in Morogoro, Tanzania. She is coordinator of
Methodist schools and director of the Susannah Wesley Education and
Healthcare Center.

The Methodist presence in Tanzania is relatively new and exists
in large part because of mission outreach from the North Katanga
Conference in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Ngoy brings
special skills in music and singing and a warm personality to her
ministry that focuses on improving the skills of women, youth,
and children. “All I learned in being a pastor’s wife and serving
congregations and communities, as well as nurturing our family,
equipped me well in helping others--in sewing, cooking, caring for

babies, childcare, family relations, and managing pregnancies as a




midwife.” She has assisted women during childbirth both in refugee
camps and other places.

Women at the center are taught sewing and other skills to improve
their standard of living, in combination with Christian education, and
health and nutrition instruction. Education about HIV/AIDS is also
included. Nutritional standards have been improved by the gift of a
grinding mill for grain from the Women’s Division.

Born in Mwanza Village, DRC, Ngoy is the second of eight children.
While studying at the teacher’s college in DRC, she met her future
husband, Rev. Umba Kalangwa, also a missionary, an ordained elder of
the United Methodist Church in the North Katanga Annual Conference,
DRC.

Ngoy and Rev. Kalangwa were married in 1980 after her graduation
from college, and they are the parents of four daughters: Umba Ngoy
Doris, born in 1981; Ilunga Ngoy Nadine, 1983; Banza Wa Umba
Lorene, 1986; and Ngoy Nkumwimba Karin, 1991; and two sons: Umba
Ilunga, born in 1989; and Umba Manara, 1999.

Mrs. Kalangwa serves in tandem with her husband in a wide range
of ministries in the Morogoro area. The Kalangwa family has been
in Tanzania since 1992, when then Bishop Ngoy Kimba wa Kadilo

assigned Rev. Kalangwa to an evangelistic ministry.

Contact Info : umbakalangwa@hotmail.com
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2022/01 | 2022/02 | 2022/03
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 A7 1 01 EA7| 27 01 EUEA 1-2
02 = 02 28 02 Ash Wed. 3
03 2 03 29 03 4
04 3 04 30 04 5
05 4 05 31 05 6
06 5 06 o 06 =
07 6 07 32 07 7-8
08 7 08 33 08 9-10
09 = 09 34 09 11-12
10 8 10 35 10 13
11 9 11 36 11 14
12 10 12 37 12 15
13 11 13 = 13 =
14 12 14 38 14 16
15 13 15 39 15 17-18
16 = 16 40 16 19-20
17 14 17 4 17 21-22
18 15 18 42 18 23-24
19 16 19 43 19 25
20 17 20 =g 20 B3]
21 18 21 44 21 26
22 19 22 45 22 27
23 Y 23 46 23 28
24 20 24 47 24 29
25 21 25 48 25 30-31
26 22 26 49 26 32
27 23 27 = 27 e
28 24 28 50 28 33-34
29 25 29 35-36
30 =y 30 37-38
31 26 31 39-40
2022/04 | 2022/05 | 2022/06

Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 oEsg 1 01 AHI-I = 01 29171 1
02 2-3 02 1-2 02 2
03 = 03 3-56 03 3
04 4-5 04 6-7 04 4
05 6 05 8-9 05 Z=o
06 7 06 10-12 06 5
07 8 07 13-16 07 6
08 9 08 o 08 7
09 10 09 17-18 09 8
10 IHEY B 10 19-21 10 9

11 11 11 22-24 11 10
12 12 12 26-27 12 =g
13 13 13 28-30 13 11
14 14 14 31-33 14 12-13
15 15:1-41 15 =y 15 14
16 15:42-27 16 34-35 16 15
17 2eixy B 17 36-37 17 16-17
18 16 18 38-39 18 18
19 TEIERA 1 19 40-41 19 =
20 2-3 20 42-44 20 19
21 4 21 45-48 21 20
22 5-6 22 = 22 21
23 7 23 49-50 23 22
24 B 24 51-53 24 23
25 8-9 25 54-56 25 24
26 10-11 26 57-60 26 =
27 12 27 61-64 27 25
28 13-14 28 65-67 28 26
29 15 29 = 29 27
30 16 30 68-69 30 4
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07 84-87 07 = 07 6
08 88-89 08 11-12 08 7
09 90-91 09 13-14 09 8
10 =Y 10 15 10 9
11 92-97 11 16 11 =Y
12 98-102 12 17-18 12 10
13 103-104 13 19 13 1
14 105 14 =y 14 12
15 106 15 20 15 13
16 107-108 16 21 16 14
17 = 17 22 17 15
18 109-112 18 23-24 18 =
19 113-118 19 25 19 16
20 119:1-56 20 26 20 e 1-2
21 119:57-112 21 =y 21 3
22 119:113-176 22 27 22 4:1-5:10
23 120-125 23 28 23 5:11-7:1
24 B3] 24 29 24 7:2-16
25 126-132 25 30 25 =
26 133-137 26 31 26 8-9
27 138-140 27 32 27 10
28 141-143 28 F2 28 11
29 141-143 29 33 29 12
30 144-146 30 34-35 30 13
31 147-150 31 36
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03 2 03 3 03 6
04 3 04 4 04 =
05 4 05 5 05 7
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07 7-8 07 6 07 9
08 9 08 7 08 10
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11 12 11 10 1 =
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13 15 13 B 13 14
14 16-17 14 12 14 15
15 18 15 13 15 16
16 = 16 14 16 17
17 19-20 17 15 17 18
18 21 18 16-17 18 =
19 22 19 18 19 19
20 23 20 Z=o 20 20
21 24-25 21 19 21 21
22 26 22 20 22 22
23 =4 23 21 23 1
24 27 24 22 24 2
25 28 25 23 25 e =
26 29 26 24 26 23
27 30 27 = 27 24
28 31 28 oY 1 28 25
29 32 29 2 29 26
30 F2 30 3 30 27
31 33-34 31 28

187



7\&4 ?‘.‘%’i

Hll

13IE HPE Lal0joRS
Nehemiah Project P.O. Box 5553, Englewood, NJ 07631

0o kumcdevotion@gmail.com
<% KO BIY (@izElus| Sl £51%)
< 2FHY 0|48 (5101E3| Lsf|njoF 28)
<& TEOQI AR ERIES| MUET)

< HE7|E LZ2H(si[ojof -,._—g)

“ HojHY U2, Ui, UE, Ester Kim

S EERL7ENY  AXR UISH WSS, HiCIEY HiS, 7|3, M
0|2, R, iWP"
SBUT MY RATY, S, X453, oig%, 2R3
<& HHZEO kumcdevotlon@gmall.com
< BiS/ZAMRZ  salesusa@hosanna.net / 562-944-5344 (SAHLIOIC|0H)

HHOIEN 2 A} (RAE 310122| 73|, SC)

(B B | -0
e 20]
** =2 %]—Eﬁl

5 &

7||_r0| EA'- (l_r7}

—I il CA)

-|)1

o The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®) copyright® 2001 by Crossway,

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV® Text Edition: 2011. The ESV® text

has been reproduced in cooperation with and by permission of Good News Publishers.

Unauthorized reproduction of this publication is prohibited. All rights reserved.

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), is adapted from the Revised Standard Version

of the Bible, copyright Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved

lllustrations by Swiss artist and storyteller Annie Vallotton, as taken from the Good News

Translation@1976,1992 American Bible Society.Used by permission.

o ZM0f| AL HATM HAIWH| MEHS EHER! UeHIMSE ARENM Si2fs U ArE3Y
Sl

o Copyright by HOSANNA & OneBody

o =7 2 LHIO| salesusa@hosanna.net

188




