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Dear Lord 3=,
From March 2022, 3Qof|=

Time A]Zt

Place &4 ojlA

sitting before you =g ko] Qto}
eating your Word =4 9] ¥&-S 9111
praying to you, =4 7| o=

will have a fellowship with you.

FHI wA S Ayt

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?

37} w2} 37 & AlZHone hounX 719 9)& < SAEIU? (9t 26:40)



?i 7y ”“La

e __________________________________________

BTET] cossoo00o000006006005000006006000000006006500500000006506560060

YRS S21 01017 SILEHA S8 A0 M5t HAsiRt
SHESHIALICE SiLIEHME 242 M2 T8I LOAACH:
_olorg Lojo} oD 1 SN SAME 2 Al RO
BUCH 0t TS5 DIAT HAHE RS K9 242 27
8015 ‘'S KZ101 BHS2 20| SRt HESIAALIC

2022 JANUARY

@ Family BibleTime
a9 ogoz"E Sl
=27t50| Y 84 e

AZKFamily BibleTime)S e : ’

o i  nzes S oL ok 1 el WAL
QIR 2 R Noshoursed Ham 2211 1e10) o) g1o] 29| opetale) s oy
S0 27 AFHYLICE Coguptad maAa A
) 2205} opglo) 2.2 AT A1) o}fo] ol 5l

021 e
o = S Eo|7]1 1E0] o}¥jz] 9] S} S B 7] o]
=48 AT B ix

S0 HES FEHAR. 241c0p7} 0] 7o} 1) 2 o] Ap|olA) et 2
Falo| Tue SN e
ojst 7|29} 2D 3 0]o] oJ25] FLORE AR Wol 19 WY E5
FRrlss EsHn EENEEER Rt
% o] 2s] A9 by ojB91E B4stelzet 7

0 =ues 2 e\2) 99 o st Aeelart b
©s =de o 5yl obS oA sh4t Al ete] Ak
MZATEO| ol i g | AT ZRREE 201 50 S eI it ot

; = pening Prayel : ﬂt‘]ﬂ'
L zoigadH |

O S==28 XS WEAM,

3LE| 1%EE o @. | Lord. Have Mercy on Us. ]
= EHO i 1
= o7 aT [esqE Y N2 E |

| Doing & Being for Today |

oo=yz | S
BIH 05 FAl 222
S SN )

USIA =S 7| =L T,
AINEN




'S s

A1 A

| LiE 1+ & 1,0000H2 —18 EES Soll
I “HHCE HEoll 2

Reading Insight - !
Noah, who worshipped God with bumed offerings, was blessed |

s 402
BILHEMA] 341 221219 o]0
H ZasH 22 2007182
(3-4%)

What was the food given by
God and the accompanying
warning? (9:3-4)

by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov—

_________ enant with Noah to never again destroy living creatures with a_
flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was
drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex-
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his
brothers.
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7 Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

Meditation - Genesis 9:20-27 ReadigPan - Genesis 9

20'Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vine-
yard.

21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncov- 247 010] 521 off|2 200] SA
2 o0jg

,,,,,,,,, gedinbisient L dse el
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his Please meditate deeply on the -
father and told his two brothers outside. meanings contained in the o %'?_l‘ EHQ(ESVﬁH‘—"PH’é‘,')

23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both e ()

their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na-
kedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward,
and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his
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'youngest son had done to him,
. o OFAMA A OE
25 he said, “*Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he =20
e to his brothers.”
26[: al 'er Blessed be the LORD, the God of She 2'95 }”kiE X‘"Xl—()ﬂ}"
e also said, “Bless: e , the of Shem; o oo ~
and let Canaan be his servant. Eg": JéL_E E'Ij |A1 L|Ef
27 May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of EEL _'_E_IE I-I:Lx-l 2
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AfBHC] A2 vs LS Hope and Faith in the New Year
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Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
good health for family members, good conditions at children’s
schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that
you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
God also have His own expectations and hopes as He created the
world with His “Word"?

God's Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfiled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we
may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be-
lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
our Lord - “His providence, will and plan” - because our faith is
built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and
hopes in life based on our belief in the Word, “God created the
world,” our faith will eventually be shaken. | pray that we begin the
new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith
in the Word.




EEATL EL

A1 A

| LiE 1+ &l 1,0007H2 —18 EES Soll
I “HHCE HEoll 2

MY, Ot 8l eEaA
Journaling with Jesus Ol S MZELIR

& 7| First Prayer
Sl Reading & QT
B2 One Word
CH57| S One Prayer

a

Q59| ZtAL Thanks Note

Oo0oagoao

0 259/ 2
LA =M Sl
#00| |z,
A2 ALE ZAfet=
sUS 2= e
ohe BRI

#3iLtE o] 0K, S0 O+ God's heart & your heart |

O Journaling

o
5= S0t amg 9n

O+l Sot= 0t
w2 S, A0
AJZ10f OfR) 941
OIFIEX| 7|28,

*0j|2=L 0} SHEH= A2 $J6H For Walking with Jesus

O Today’s Mission Cleared
#XF O 0|, Ya| Taking it deeper, further Sticker
———————————————————————————————————— ANHZ2| Y LE=H0
thet S7 12 HE ol
AEIHE SEHEML

O 7152 fHoz]

R Facebook / Youtube =711

HER RSN QR ZEE AHGIAIH
Facebook / Youtube
SAANEC R HaoH &
UAFLIL.



AIZt2 ol T 97|
0 OFE) £2 Hu S BXH X85| H7I1MOE IF 4
AlZt2 DI 40| Q497 ZHELICE Z7i0| SRS

AIZHS HoHAIR.
2 71HQ
H 0P += 20| SQE U

ox M

2 38, 7IE
Pleasant Hillli= ' 25 20| M50 USLICL 21X 458 S5 012
28 2o|=HIR, 12/ 4B o7| Hol SiLiESl SHS MY + U

8L 22|90 2= H2US oty ol ZE0 LSAIZLIC

o9 eiS7F?
HZE o, H2fo| B I I HEO| LIES EHCE QO5HLE 7|/E
E 7|8 M. s HO|L, OFZ0f 2= FAE REE 10 EHAIR. 2t
T H01| CHS XATHe] 7|S 5 BHE0 Hi= A E5LICE MEAH THZ0tK = -0
= L7ZH, O[of7 ¢ £|= 7 E0l= 23 H, 030 A= 7 E0l= M BEAl S
=== 0|2A etH e, BAISH =2 #ES3 CHA| 8HH HT{E L Ct

Journaling, 0f|3=H 1} S|

U7|(Diary)E £ M 0= LK) LICH SEX|2t X2

2H(Jesus)QLICE Lo Y42 HHAotil 7|S5t= Y7

HI J20|SM8 ET 121 SHGHH, 12 QHollM 3
Est=XNgd2 o E5LIL

42(Journaling)2| ==
T ZX2t0l~= S it

S =22 0ES 7|

JI-II_

Dpals 02!
XFAI2| One VerseZ 7HE0]|LE SNSE E3H 7S X721} Lt
S AS5H T, TF5| SAEH= B Z20| ELICH

rir
N
T
0x
o



Family Pleasant Hill

1ol et} RRLE 2 71 2 0l olslE HY A 2
S AT ol WS WA 9T, AR e L9 TG UL SlEke

1

2% “Family Pleasant Hill"o] 7}FHsgutt o]A] H& 7} 2 & A RSk
SfjoF g}

ORI E 2R
2 70| B DY 4 ks AIZHS HBILICT, LY 3

UE TKSBILICE TSP 7HSS0| BHE 4 QU= AlZI0]

5, 2 0bE MAHE SELICE AIZH2 20-302 0|L7H5

— [
||

y = TA-” [ DH
UL M9 AIZHO|

DI XA Tipl

7150| O 274 22242 &= QU= MOrSH ZA0|HA| 0 O|C|0{0f| = tlroHt”xl
k2 £ Ql= RATHESLILE Family Pleasant Hill T0ll= HLH TVE 74X| =
2

QIEXIR CHEE 7| = X}HHS} |
3 Ol = St AFZIDE SH= Z40] OtL|2t & 7150| eHH AXSH RIS M2t A S
SILICE. Okl ) HOF) 2 ) =, 22 ZIM 7171 2 &ME e, S Eok=
ME [t S. 0t e] 7|== A=A} X0k AFZ0| fALE, Ate|of BITH =AM,
2 H57tS017HH Ot 7 | =& st U

ol H> o_HL

* ATEWME 7PH0f|H] At 2 AF20HA 4= QUELICY.
* 7|20 O Facebook H|O|X|0| SAS QU5 LISt XFEES0| UBLICE
www.facebook.com/kumcdevotion



2022 March

E0H=7]
Exodus
1-2%0

Z01Z7| Z01Z7|

l&o|oiHoZ Exodus Exodus

- = 7-8% 0 9-10% 0O
ot =L - -

E =2 E0i=7|
1 3 1 4 Exodus 1 5 Exodus

1680 17-18% 0

E0i=7| E0i=7|
20 21 Exodus 22 Exodus

0|Zo| =0 X 2680 2780

= =g E0HZ7|
27 28 Exodus 29 Exodus

33-34% 0 35-36% O



" weoueso | oy Y oW ] seuaw

2

9

16

23

30

E0H=7|
Exodus
30O

E0H=7|
Exodus
11-12%0

E0H=7|
Exodus
19-20% 0

E0Hz7|
Exodus
28% 0O

E0i=7|
Exodus
37-38% 0

3

10

17

24

31

E0H=7]
Exodus
480

E0H=7]
Exodus
1380

E0H=7|
Exodus
21-22% 0

E0H=7|
Exodus
2980

E0H=7|
Exodus
39-40% I

1

1

1

1

8

25

E0H=7]
Exodus
580

E0H=7]
Exodus
1480

E0H=7]
Exodus
23-24% 0

E0H=7]
Exodus
30-31& 0O

02 February

M T W

12
7 8 9

T F S
3 4 5
10 11 12

14 15 16 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 26

28

5

1

1

2

3
10
17
24

E0t=7]
Exodus
680

E0t=7]
Exodus

1580

E0i=7]
Exodus
2580

E0H=7]
Exodus

3280

04 April
M T w T

_n
©w

4 5 6 7
11 12 13 14 15 16
18 19 20 21 22 23
25 26 27 28 29 30

<)
©



=0l =7

Exodus

0] 22| 0|52 OC| A £HLIR?

EfF7]= A Y F HA &, o] At AFE2 ‘B 4R E(L
O] 552 that Zoh) ghal EX =, Ao o= TolE= & ol
Sl= A2 TEAYUT W37 T H O E ARGl ‘Eolli7] Bk ol B2
£ 19:19] 3]90] 7091 & ‘o] At Ao] ol B2 wd A] 37 Ho| HE &
9] ‘wid olgt Tojo A U2 AUtk Fojut gHelo] o] ‘wd, @& o]
dzto] AL A(Gol& Exodus)ol A HATHH, Fh2elEat =0 Y &9
71 KED) = 3lo] ‘Exodus Aigyptou’ (Exodus from Egypt) Al=-29] A
Aol 715U . SHA|EE 5| EEjof A& B A HHE of|A ‘12|10 2k= o
7} 9Ju|ol= E2 EA|27)2] A HA & Z3A|7] ojof7]7} “T1E| 1l Al&H T 2

ol ARl 552 Y YT

i
o ox Iil

il

s

DHRZ 1 S0=7 1= O HES B ASLIF

A2 Al 2tofAf ofEEkekE 3t 3| H2] S50 ojopr| = A2 HE A=
ofE el - o4} - ok~ QAl71%] o]ojA 84l0] £oHA Eo] geyth 84
o] ofF(CIHE) 2= U™ W, A4S A THiRt gl A et A7) Ala
3t Q7131 0] 707, ©1% 43097 HARt o]52 A9 ofid A7t AFA H



1, 927} uiRA of2e] o2 AeelA] Byt o7]7} mAle] e ofof
71904}, ZoE719] AU,

2NRF BEQY

< A7) AR Bx, Azt B, widE, S, o] At RISo] Al A,
QEEERE el rok Aliofalok7):

* 2957 : ol2ztde] FHolet BA| 2 AL, offgoll M B, gofol A2 4
TS AF AA], o] A2t o] S

* 71 s aA dorke oz Mo AlAtet A4, shbd It aAsH] 13t
T A A2 st

o W] A, B, Al BQk oo A 9 o Askla} T3tof A Y 1 S
AF2AM} S0 1AL o] & Al 2] o] o]

© A1 7 A BY BolN BAZE A 3tk 1AL, BAIE R

Bpee] 24 47, | S Y3

SiLHLILIZ A 02 Xp7| HRIAE ME7Hs S04 ZEA
A% v 0] RS o] 2 0] 4 Zolge] thet 71 E0zut QafsAEt ofF
oA G2 AL 1-1247H] THRolA| L, 13-40474A) = Zok o15:2] 4t
A3} YUk, o] o3 S| -GruE 0] “elze} shpdute] S
L A S, Shbduet W 0.2 M) A7) RS AR Az,
HA101A] ZohE7) 2 Holz v 5 2 Aol et A17ke] o] A&
20137] 1182 “RA1S UX) Z3He A o] Uof} ofFe thaie e}
T EH5H=] Aol Aoju B A5 AJekelo] LT, 40099 AI7HS Ho]
Yol hbd o] A} At Aatsis A1o] Zolg 712 <) o] Buck. ofugr
Q172 A ofo) 42 obtiektol A 41 kil ok 1220)0] 4
#15] Zo]e, O3] Hol3lo| 9wl Al shbdLtet o] slo] 91 of
AF2) %410 5431 Ao] v Shbd o] 7 AIUh o A ol et
J5ute] olo}r|7} ofiet 2] TS, O] o2 QA Bk
355, 2] 94 0 2 hA) ol 98] 0] ofopr]o] /] Fhiek,



7|5=H: 0| ACIAO| X7 | M| GS HiR= AZI0| 2234 H 0| 7=?
S0 B4l o|ATA AE2 ARl B4 o2 o] slsHl A

ol md

Ytk AS5E R 2 4 A2 of YA P ai G2 o] F 84S BA] K3t
Fol 23 2004 oVE A Aok I ¥iF2 of=ollA1 9] 10714 714
o Z3f ARAE BER 2olE 1AH(ENE T4 204 ooz ZH = Alsd
AEE)7H AL T A i AAROIM (A 2:14~15, 11 21:12) - F83E A
7] BAQOIUZ AAU T 27| 228 F20)7] = ol 2/dE 7Hd o] &gt
A2 A2 Aol FUA Y= dH AU

=01 2~3MH7E shurd o] 22 Al AL 7huRt 52 A7) A4,
S dbies el o mlelesaoel Rt ARt it AT B A IR
=E 37 IAS AR Y D 4S5 I A2 shed 9k, 3
I G2 A2 Y7} of= ofe Aol 19 TRt 2 Pk E LY 0|27
£ Fhord AE 53] 9ot/ s YLy (7] 9:1-2)° BA AsH
7k ok AREE 53] Bt 27" A2 409 A, 259 A7 H
7] 13~1470014 7Pt He HE jigke wiet vt eyt £ 1
A7t o] Tt = YA ZPA, FoHE M) 2~3MH=
Shgol Gui st 53k 27 AAE LHsHEA olMA HUth 2=
= Eoe7le 9L shbduet B2 AAE FAAA FEZ, S

S0H=712 shLte2 0 201ML7F
o]22tl o] A2 e, oA}, 3goke) oY}t ohufEt it e It 55t
= shhd RS Wi Ju ot 28719 shdo] o &1l & ok= Aol 817t
FTAE GA == E47H U
1. o|ATA MG SO IHS B, 3, 1 A4S 7| Ystal BAE 241 5
WH(1-4%)
2. |2t A ST A3 oS ABOHAIE S H(7-127)
3. o]A2tl S BV 5T 571522 H o5t shud (1374, 40°8)
4. Z3E YA St Eolw2 o1 FA shHE(143)



5. giiobvle], B o] AT MYES Bo] AL s (16,17%)
6 I e MIOZ 4 £ SRS WIGER, FIA A2E, 499
2320237, 4% FA25-318)2 A2 A 41 Sk

7 ol ekl g A loK A Aoh WA I, 34

=

E0li=7| 0F22l2!
1. 3ol XS] AAL st o +A(1-157%)
o|ATtd, A9 A, B 7HA] Y34, ol Abd T A 2] o
2. AR 9] 04 4(15-18%)
2 Jof, Algok: it vlSa}7], 2H|9: W9 &, o] 29| 24
3. A|jAtof A 9] Ak A1 A, &1 (19-24%)
4. Jut A& AR A A (19-317%)
5. S50k A BA 9] FEE B9 A 2H32-34%)
6. 9t A-4(35-40%)

202712z 12

1. ZA2Eolw(1-18%) — o BA o] 7Fs31?
2. AAE(19-247) - o d &2 A AP

3. AuH25-407) -4 SA2 FAQU7Y

HIEM

S0z 7| ol (¥ ZEJ0]/ IVP), 7FOPHE (HH BRI/ 7|SuE M1 3|
TINE (FET/ HEh S Af2]), FRIEZE|H AHDHIOIS (fYE)

ofld 2 HPTM (SLYMSE [t IS UM 2), SSHE GAsid (2t =0])

SIS ts]



g2 - Tue

01

it

o|ACtA

srael
under oppression

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

Z0 22]00|A
KHIE HIFEAM.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

When Joseph was Prime Minister of Egypt, Jacob ended up
moving to and living in Egypt with his family to escape famine in
the land of Canaan. While Joseph was still alive, Jacob’s family
could live comfortably in Egypt. But 400 years later, the Israel-
ites became so numerous that the Egyptians began to dread the
Israelites and began to oppress them. When the Israelites cried
out, God heard their cries.

J3 Hymn297 - Pass Me not, O Gentle Saviour

Meditation - Exodus 1:6-14 ReadingPln - Exodus 1-2

6 Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that genera-
tion.

7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased great-
ly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the
land was filled with them.

8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know
Joseph.

2 And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are
too many and too mighty for us.

10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multi-
ply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight
againstus and escape from the land.”

11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them
with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities,
Pithom and Raamses.

12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multi-
plied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians
were in dread of the people of Israel.

13 So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as
slaves

14 and made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and
brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work
they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.
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Have you experienced meeting
God who helped you in the
midst of your tribulations?
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What type of help do | seek
when | face difficulty?
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When | read today’s scripture, the less sense it made. “But the
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread;
so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites” (12:1). The Israelites
were oppressed, but they multiplied and spread. Isn't that ironic?
Furthermore, the Egyptians who were the oppressors came to
dread the Israelites who were the oppressed. Isn’t that also
strange?

Ordinarily by the world’s standard the oppressed usually suffer
and are ready to die, and the oppressors are usually aggressive and
pompous. But, on second thought, the descendants of Israel who
were oppressed but multiplied and spread are like the image of life
of believers in our time.

We learn that because God is with us and God helps us, we
prosper and thrive in spite of our tribulations and hardship. That is
the image of the believers. Because we as believers always live
under the gracious guidance of God, we overcome tribulations and
difficulties, are overflowing with thanksgiving to God even in the
midst of hardship and pain, and do not fall completely even though
we may stumble. When God is with us, we can always live a life of
victory.
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Reading Insight

Having spent 40 years at the palace of Pharaoh, Moses had to
flee Egypt because he killed an Egyptian. He settled down in the
Midian desert and spent another 40 years as a shepherd tending
sheep. One day God called Moses and asked him to go to Egypt
to rescue the people of Israel under oppression, but Moses used
various excuses and refused to obey the calling of God.

3 Hymn500 - Throw out the Life Line

Meditation - Exodus 3:9-15

2 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come
to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the
Egyptians oppress them.

ReadingPlan - Ex0cus 3

10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pha-
raoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign
for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Isra-
el and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said,
“Say this to the people of Israel, ‘Il AM has sent me to you.””

15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel,
‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’
This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered
throughout all generations.
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Who am I?
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Is God in your daily life?
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While tending sheep in the desert, one day suddenly Moses was
called by God. Because Moses never even thought about the possibili—
ty, it is understandable that he was hesitant and reluctant to accept.
When God told him that he was chosen to be the leader to take the Is—
raelites out of Egypt, he asked, “Who am |, that | should go to Pharaoh
and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” (3:11). But God’s answer to Mo-
ses was interesting, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you
that it is | who sent you: When you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain” (3:12).

When Moses asked, “Who am | to do what you asked, what kind of a
man am I?” God didn’t answer, “You are such and such a man.” Instead,
God answered, ‘I will surely be with you.” Isn't it interesting? As we
carry out the mission given by God, it is not important who we are.
Rather to those called by God, it is more important whether or not God
is with us.

The power to rescue Israel does not come from Moses but from
God. Therefore, rather than how capable Moses is or what kind of a
man Moses is, it is more important whether God is with him or not. We
often spend a lot of time trying to prove how capable we are but we
need to be sure that the God of capability is with us and we must live
on the capability of God.
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Reading Insight

When God called Moses as a leader to save the Israelites out of
Egypt, He showed Moses many signs. But Moses still hesitated
and asked God to send someone more suitable because he was
slow of speech and tongue. Once God chose Moses’ brother
Aaron who was eloquent as a spokesperson, Moses finally
obeyed the calling of God.

3 Hymnb95 - A Charge to Keep | Have

Meditation - Exodus 4:21-31

21 And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to
Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I
have put in your power. But I will harden his heart, so that he
will not let the people go.

22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Is-
rael is my firstborn son,

ReadingPln + Exodus 4

23 and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.”
If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn

999

son.

24 At a lodging place on the way the LORD met him and
sought to put him to death.

25 Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin
and touched Moses’ feet with it and said, “Surely you are a
bridegroom of blood to me!”

26 So he let him alone. It was then that she said, “A bride-
groom of blood,” because of the circumcision.

27 The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet
Moses.” So he went and met him at the mountain of God and
kissed him.

28 And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD with
which he had sent him to speak, and all the signs that he had
commanded him to do.

29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the
elders of the people of Israel.

30 Aaron spoke all the words that the LORD had spoken to
Moses and did the signs in the sight of the people.

31 And the people believed; and when they heard that the
LORD had visited the people of Israel and that he had seen
their affliction, they bowed their heads and worshiped.

grM A O
o |—

Hu

Cro o

Mot =52 MHMEQ| +Z¢
Lic, 3H—F-'-1 A2 Ol §
LHElo| M= M| Zote 22
Of QUCHH FXRULTR?
Complete obedience is 100%
obedience. As a believer of
God, if there is any part of
God’s Word that you do not

put into practice, what is it?
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Initially hesitating, Moses finally obeyed God’s calling to go to
Egypt. Then God almost had Moses killed. Why did God try to kill
Moses when he had specifically chosen Moses for the job? When
Moses got up to do the work of God, there was some unfinished
business. That was the matter of the circumcision of Moses’ son.

Maybe because Moses’ wife Zipporah was a gentile, Moses” son
had not been circumcised. God had commanded all Israelite sons
to be circumcised within eight days of their birth. Moses was called
as the leader of Israel and he was on his way to do the work of
God, but Moses was not yet in complete obedience of God’s com—
mandment.

Luckily Zipporah acted swiftly and circumcised their son, and Mo—
ses was able to avoid the crisis of death. Complete obedience
means 100% obedience. If there is a part of your life in which you
are still not completely obedient to God’s Word, you must correct it
to become a person worthy of God’s calling.
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Reading Insight

Upon God’s command, Moses and Aaron appeared in front of
Pharaoh the king of Egypt and asked him to let the people of Is—
rael go so that they would worship God in the desert. But Pha—
raoh told them to go back to their people and work harder and
refused their request. The labor of the Israelites became more
difficult.

J3 Hymn322 - Gather Us in, Thou Love

Meditation - Exodus 5:15-23

15 Then the foremen of the people of Israel came and cried to
Pharaoh, “Why do you treat your servants like this?

ReadingPlan - Ex0cus 5

16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us,
‘Make bricks!” And behold, your servants are beaten; but the
fault is in your own people.”

17 But he said, “You are idle, you are idle; that is why you
say, ‘Letus go and sacrifice to the LORD.’

18 Go now and work. No straw will be given you, but you
must still deliver the same number of bricks.”

19 The foremen of the people of Israel saw that they were in
trouble when they said, “You shall by no means reduce your
number of bricks, your daily task each day.”

20 They met Moses and Aaron, who were waiting for them,
as they came out from Pharaoh;

21 and they said to them, “The LORD look on you and judge,
because you have made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh and
his servants, and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”

22 Then Moses turned to the LORD and said, “O Lord, why
have you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send
me?

23 For since [ came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has
done evil to this people, and you have not delivered your
peopleatall.”

us 202
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aLte?

When you decided to be more
faithful, did you experience
situations that worsened?
What was your reaction then?
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How do you react when things
turn out to be not what you
expected?
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When Pharoah heard the plea of Moses and Aaron to let the people
of Israel go to the desert so that they could worship their God there, he
flatly refused. Maybe it was really a natural reaction. At that time, Pha—
raoh of Egypt was a god and the thought of leaving to worship some
other god was unthinkable. Pharaoh thought that the labor imposed on
the Israelites was not hard enough, leaving them time to waste engag—
ing in this kind of idle thinking and increased the level of oppression.
The Israelites would have been better off if they had left Pharoah alone.
Instead, they opened a can of worms.

As things worsened, the people of Israel had forgotten that they cried
out to God for help and had forgotten that they worshipped God en-
couraged by Moses and Aaron. Instead, they blamed Moses and Aar-
on. From the point of view of Moses and Aaron, all they did was obey
God, and as the situation worsened, their position became awkward.
When we are sure that our faith is firm and strong, we expect that we
would prosper in all things and our surrounding circumstances would
turn out well. However, as we accelerate our faith journey, things could
turn for the worse. But we should not consider this strange because
trying to live life in this evil world according to faith is naturally hard.

When obedience in faith brings hardship, how do we act? We must
persevere by praying with faith. We must trust the promise of God who
leads all things to goodness and we need to endure with courage and
become faithful believers.
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Reading Insight

As Pharaoh increased harsh labor after refusing the request of
Moses and Aaron, the people of Israel were discouraged and
refused to listen to the promise of God delivered by Moses. God
re—enforced His command that Moses and Aaron were chosen
as leaders of the Israelites.

3 Hymn325 - Living for Jesus
Meditation * Exodus 6:1-9

1 But the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I
will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them
out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his
land.”

2God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD.

ReadingPln - Ex0dus 6

3 T appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Al-
mighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself
known to them.

4] also established my covenant with them to give them the
land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners.

5Moreover, | have heard the groaning of the people of Israel
whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered
my covenant.

6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and
I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyp-
tians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of
Jjudgment.

7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God,
and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has
brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

8] will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a posses-
sion.[amthe LORD.””

2 Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they did not
listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh
slavery.

az a0z
0HS0| A3tE 1 Lol A 48

2 087 F2X|Le?
When | am discouraged, how
does it affect my faith journey?

50| et XS 71t0] ofAl=
StLiES Soff Y=t Af gl
2 H0| UFLIN?

Have you ever received com—
fort and new strength through
God who keeps the discour—
aged close to Him?
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Moses once again delivered the promise of God that God would
lead the people to the new promised land, but people did not listen.
When Moses and Aaron first assembled the elders of Israel to an—
nounce the plan of exodus, people bowed their heads and wor-
shipped God. But things did not go according to their expectation.
Severe oppression and hard labor continued and people were dis—
couraged.

Satan discourages us through various calamities in our lives and
ultimately keeps us away from God. Satan makes us not to listen to
the Word of God. But we need to be nearer to God when we are
discouraged. Psalm 34:18-19 says, “The LORD is close to the bro-
kenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. A righteous
man may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from
them all---"

During our life, our hearts are broken from time to time when
things are tough and hard. At those times, we should not listen to
the tempting whispers of Satan, and we should not be kept far away
from God or from the Word of God. On the contrary, we should re—
member that God comes closer to the discouraged and helps them,
and | hope you will use the opportunity to be nearer to God.
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Reading Insight

As Pharaoh completely refused to respond to the command of
God to let the Israelites go, God sent various calamities to the
land of Egypt. The calamities included the Nile River turning into
blood and frogs and flies covering all of Egypt. However, having
witnessed all these calamities, Pharaoh did not turn his ears to
the words of God.

/3 Hymn259 - Have You Been to Jesus

Meditation - Exodus 7:1-6 ReadingPln - Exodus 7-8

1 And the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you
like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your
prophet.

2 You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother
Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of
his land.

3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply
my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt,

4 Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on
Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel,
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment.

5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I
stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people
of Israel from among them.”

6 Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD com-
manded them.

OFAM
=20

A

oz

W 0122 SXE SHetstd DEA
T IR, OfLIE Balerte?
Is your heart as hard as rock,
intransigent and evil, or soft?

Of%A| aHof &tetst 0fS0| 2
U > ASMR?

How can we convert our hard—
ened heart into a soft one?
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Pharaoh did not listen to the words of God spoken through Moses
because his heart was hardened. The word “hardened” is translat-
ed in the modern contemporary Bible as “heart as hard as rock,” in
the revised Korean Bible as “intransigent”, and in the new transla—
tion as “stubborn”. A heart as hard as rock, an intransigent heart, a
stubborn heart - all of these are hardened hearts. The Word of God
cannot enter these kinds of hearts. Then how did Pharaoh’s heart
become so hardened? In Exodus 7:3 God said, “I will harden Pha-
raoh’s heart.” Since God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, was it the re-
sponsibility of God? No. Here when God said that He had hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, it did not mean that God turned a good man into
an evil man.

God acquiesced to the evil mind of Pharaoh while he lived refus—
ing to accept God as the one true God. If God acquiesces to evil
and sin, that is a truly dreadful judgment. If a person is loved by
God and goes astray on a wrong path, God would never leave that
person alone. God would by all means try to help the person to turn
to the right path. Therefore to leave the sinner alone as sinful
means that the sinner is out of the mind and out of the interest of
God, and that is truly dreadful. From time to time, if God punishes
us, it means God has not given up and still loves us, and | hope that
we would accept it with thanksgiving.



NESE

Journaling with Jesus

=9| ZAl Thanks Note
(1]

O+l

|

SHAl

o

(3]

A 7| & First Prayer

2} Reading & QT

ol

22 One Word

r

=7 |5 One Prayer

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

2
T
oc
=
Ol
o2
Ol
FI'F
b
-|O

=30 20,

[l For Walking with Jesus

2| Taking it deeper, further

Today’s Mission Cleared

O

O 0o o g

@YouTube @729 =02

45



gt - Tue

Oz S0l 2fet HYS 2l HIZ 9| 2hofot OS2 S0|71A| 4%
SO 22HM OFE HESS T 5 fMSUO 7150 280 I
Y70, oY Bt ML HES AUES|L, 0| L 2

=20 %“!%*S FUSLIC "’Of UE ZAOK HIE7| ©7F 24 Ef

HO{X AFEO|L RX| £710] 0L E2H0| HEQsLct
2022 March HORILL, AFZO0IL | 2710] 0122 | FIEUSLICE

ﬁ M254ZHE186%E) L Z=2o| Hal2

OH=0| et s k] 9-10%
NP 21 ol 5 opAA] A ol 2415 SH-S SFsfel ] &
< Wdol offF g 9lofl Setol YA O}EH Eo st
Calamities S|zt
upon Egypt 257} shs & Fotel & Ul et ool 4

2 550k of ¢ £ o glo A

21 $9He ASo] A2 B 5 glow 2] JaolA

Lol 7} gloH] £ o] Aekl AHéEo] AZBE
2ol Hlo] glgivlet

#ur27h NS A o]25 Yshe 7 oasts

4715 Ugle) o s HE e £l s o AS2

uis]oh g7 ZA et

2 ZA7} o] 25 Folet 28] shiy o5ohA =4

ARt HIAlE 2 -2jolA| Fofof sHlaL

26.9-29] 7}5 5 2| 3 7haL o vl W = ]
oM o= 2k 1 FolA 7P 2] S o

S A4 Ao E 927} 71710 o] 27174 = 0|
AR 4B S A=A TA FFolHolrt sht
27 ol 5 oA vl20] vh3-2 s st e B 1

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

ol HE £ B 7t ofsta
Lord. Have Mercy on Us. 28827} ZAoA o]2F v UE gurta AAR
A7 W F22 HA D v7 Y a2 B ol
59 82, 018 F| =Hes
Doing & Being for Today 29 A7} o] 2] TAlo] W&FHA T2 W7} T = o

Aol dEZ EA] 0}‘4 stEjoltt

46



Reading Insight

Having witnessed calamities upon Egypt, the hardened heart
of Pharaoh did not change. Therefore he could not avoid oth-
er calamities. Animals were infected with pandemic, festering
boils bothered people and animals, and all kinds of crops were
damaged by hail. Even those crops that survived the hail were
consumed by locusts. Darkness covered the entire land for three
days such that people could not see anything even during the day.

3 Hymn254 - | hear Thy welcome voice

Meditation - Exodus 10:21-29 ReadingPlan - Exocus 9-10

21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand
toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of
Egypt, a darkness to be felt.”

22 5o Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there
was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.

23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from
his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light
where they lived.

24 Then Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go, serve the
LORD; your little ones also may go with you; only let your
flocks and your herds remain behind.”

25 But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices and
burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.

26 Qur livestock also must go with us; not a hoof shall be
left behind, for we must take of them to serve the LORD
our God, and we do not know with what we must serve the
LORD until we arrive there.”

27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would
not letthem go.

28 Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care
never to see my face again, for on the day you see my face
you shall die.”

29Moses said, “As you say! I will not see your face again.”

HEEE
b0 MOHSIS HBIAf Of 4424
0 SUELIP

Having watched the insolence
of Pharaoh, what kind of
thoughts do you have?

Lt= St Em Aot AFOl2t
QIS0 S7H?

Do you have the confidence to
be recognized as a humble

person by God?
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Pharaoh was severely stubborn. When his servants heard the
warning of calamity by locusts, they cried out, “Do you not know
that Egypt is ruined?” but Pharaoh refused to change his mind. He
seemed to have accepted the demand of Israel for a while but as
soon as the calamity ended, he became stubborn again. To this,
God asked, “How long will you refuse to humble yourself before
me?” (10:3). God asked Pharoah until when he would be insolent
and ignore Him.

To judge whether a certain person is humble or arrogant, before
we talk about their personality or character, we must talk about that
person’s relationship. We cannot talk about humility or arrogance by
itself. When we speak about whether a person is humble or arro-
gant, we must observe their relationship with others. In our rela—
tionship with God, those of us who do not know or recognize God
are insolent and those of us who know, recognize, and depend on
God are humble. Pharoah experienced the warnings of God'’s im-
minent judgment nine times but he never turned around. Instead,
he ignored the warnings and resisted with insolence.
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Reading Insight

In spite of nine opportunities given by God, Pharaoh never re—
pented and refused to let the Israelites go. God warned that He
would kill all the firstborns in Egypt and told the Israelites to be
prepared to flee Egypt promptly to be saved from the calamity.
In order to escape this dreadful calamity, each family had to
sacrifice a lamb and put the blood on the sides and tops of the
door frames of the houses.

/3 Hymn252 - What Can Wash Away my sin

Meditation - Exodus 12:11-15 ReadingPlan - Exodus 11-12

11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And
you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover.

12 For [ will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I
will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and
beast; and on all the gods of Egypt [ will execute judgments:
Tamthe LORD.

13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you
are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land
of Egypt.

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall
keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations,
as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.

15 Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first
day you shall remove leaven out of your houses, for if any-
one eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh
day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.

afiof °.=.”-|77t?

What do you need to do to
turn the night of judgment and
destruction into the night of
salvation and liberation?

Ol~gel 2| 282 Lie 1A
2 WS S0l USLITR
Do you have confidence that
you are saved by the grace of

the blood of Jesus Christ?
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The night of the final calamity, the dreadful night when all the
firstborns would be slaughtered, has come. God said that “on the
same night” all the firstborn in Egypt would be judged by Him
(12:12). But there was a way out of this calamity. The way out was
to put the blood of a slaughtered lamb on the sides and tops of the
door frames. When God saw this blood, He said the calamity would
pass over the door frames and therefore the house. In Exodus the
most important event is the Passover. The word “passover” means
‘pass over, the judgment does not touch the house and pass over.”
What do we need for the judgment to be passed over? We need
the blood of the young lamb.

How rich the people in the house are, whose tribe the people be—
long to, what kind of good life they have lived, or what kind of good
deeds they have done — none of these are important. Only the
blood of the young lamb could make the judgment pass over. The
salvation of the believers is the same. What we have, what we have
achieved, or what we have done are not important. We are saved
only by the grace of the blood of Jesus Christ. As those who put the
blood of a slaughtered lamb on the sides and tops of the door
frames were saved that night, | hope that we all would be saved by
the grace of the blood of Jesus Christ, who is the young lamb.
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Reading Insight

The exodus was the most important event in the life of Israel.
However, the exodus was not the end but the beginning. The
journey to experience the promise of God had just begun. After
the Israelites left Egypt, God commanded the offering of the
firstborn of men and animals and commanded them to remem-
ber the grace of God by observing Passover.

3 Hymn370 - The Trusting Heart to Jesus Clings

Meditation * Exodus 13:17-22 ReadingPlan + Exodus 13

17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by
way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near. For
God said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see
war and return to Egypt.”

18 But God led the people around by the way of the wilder-
ness toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up
out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle.

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had
made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, “God will
surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you
from here.”

20 And they moved on from Succoth and encamped at Eth-
am, on the edge of the wilderness.

21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of
cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of
fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by
night.

22The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did
not depart from before the people.
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How are you doing on the road
of life being treaded on for the

first time?
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Do you believe in and depend
on God that He goes always
ahead of you and always with
you?
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Now the real and serious journey to Canaan began. Once out of
Egypt, Israel had two choices: one was a shorter way but passed
through Philistine and another was a longer way through the wilder—
ness. The road through Philistine was the easiest and convenient road
from Israel to Canaan and was the trade road. If the Israelites had taken
this road they could have arrived at Canaan in about 15 days. However,
God had led them on an entirely different road through the wilderness.
As a matter fact, to be more precise, God led them through the desert
where there was no road.

The Bible provides the reason. “If they had taken the road through
Philistine, they could face war against mighty gentiles” (13:17). Those
tribes occupying Philistine were experienced warriors whereas Israel
was totally unprepared to face war having spent 400 years as slaves.
Knowing this, God blocked the road to Philistine. God also went ahead
of them in a pillar of clouds to guide them on their way and by night in a
pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.

People always want to take the easy, convenient, and short road to
travel. But God sometimes leads us to seemingly more difficult roads
or detours us through a much longer way or one entirely different from
our intended road. But the road guided by God is always the best road.
We must trust and follow the road led by God without anxiety or fear.
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God divided
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Reading Insight

When lIsrael arrived at the Red Sea, Pharaoh mobilized all the
chariots and army of Egypt and started pursuing Israel. The
people of Israel poured out complaints and blame when faced
with difficulties but Moses boldly delivered the promise of God,
and God defeated the Egyptian army through the miracle of di—
viding the Red Sea.

J3 Hymn342 - Yield not to Temptation

Meditation » Exodus 14:6—14 ReadingPln - Exodus 14

6 So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him,

7 and took six hundred chosen chariots and all the other char-
iots of Egypt with officers over all of them.

8 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while the people
of Israel were going out defiantly.

9 The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and
chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them
encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zeph-
on.

10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up
their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after
them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried
out to the LORD.

11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?
What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt?

12 [s not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone
that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilder-
ness.”

13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and
see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall nev-
er see again.

14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be si-
lent.”
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What is your first reaction
when you face difficulty?
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Does the phrase “in all things
God works for the good of
those who love him” give you
affirmation and comfort?
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Ahead of them was the Red Sea and the Egyptian army pursuing
them from behind. Having just experienced the exodus out of
Egypt, the people of Israel were overwhelmed with blame, com-
plaints, and fear. But Moses boldly pronounced the coming work of
God to them. Why were the reactions of Moses and the people so
different? The difference was “faith.” Moses paid attention to and
trusted the promise of the Word of God and boldly waited for the
work of God. Although the people of Israel also heard the Word of
God with Moses, they did not believe the Word of God and poured
out blame as they were trembling with fear.

The reason why we fear when we confront difficulties is because
we do not know what kind of result the situation will bring. The
reason why we fear when we are ill is that we do not know what
will happen to us. If we know for sure and believe that we will be
completely cured, we can boldly endure even though now it is dif-
ficult and our body is in pain.

In fact, we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him and God is good all the time. But if we do not believe
firmly in this promise we reel left and right, buckle in front of daily
difficulties, and blame others and blame God. Faith makes us tri—
umph. Faith enables us to endure. Faith makes us boldly go forward.
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Reading Insight

The Israelites crossed the sea safely without getting wet, but
the Egyptian soldiers following them drowned in the rushing
sea. Moses and the people of Israel, who experienced this
amazing power of God, give thanks and praise with overwhelm-
ing emotion. But on the third day, the people complain about
the waters of Marah.

J3 Hymnb45 - Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise

Meditation - Exodus 15:20-27 ReadingPlan + Exodus 15

20 Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a
tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out after her
with tambourines and dancing.

21 And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the LORD, for he has
triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown
into the sea.”

22 Then Moses made Israel set out from the Red Sea, and
they went into the wilderness of Shur. They went three days
in the wilderness and found no water.

23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the water
of Marah because it was bitter; therefore it was named Mar-
ah.

24 And the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What
shall we drink?”

25 And he cried to the LORD, and the LORD showed him
a log, and he threw it into the water, and the water became
sweet. There the LORD made for them a statute and a rule,
and there he tested them,

26 saying, “If you will diligently listen to the voice of the
LORD your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and
give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I
will put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyp-
tians, for [ am the LORD, your healer.”

27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs
of water and seventy palm trees, and they encamped there by
the water.
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When things are difficult, do
thanks and praise come out of
your mouth, or do grudges and
complaints come out of your
mouth?
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How does God view believers
who speak two different things

with the same mouth?
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Saying two different things with one mouth
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The people experienced the amazing miracle of the sea parting
and praised God fervently with thrilled hearts. But within just three
days people are complaining about the bitter water at Marah which
they can’t drink. Before even a single chapter of the Bible could be
read, the Israelites complained and grumbled with the same mouth
they praised. They say God is good and now they say He is bad. |
can't help but think of myself when | look at them.

How often do we get irritated and discouraged and complain over
trivial things within a few days of talking about God’s grace? When
things go well and things go my way, everyone can react in a good
manner. But when things get tough, the person’s true heart is re-
vealed. Any believer can praise God when things are going well,
but being able to praise and thank God even when things get tough
depends on the strength of faith of the believer.

In a desert without water, in a wasteland with only bitter water, the
shallow faith of the Israelites who once praised and worshiped God
fervently is revealed. It is said that God tests their hearts through this
water, but Israel’s faith has not yet passed God's test. As a believer,
you should check what words are coming out of your mouth.
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Reading Insight

Just one month after the Israelites left Egypt, they were on their
way from Elim to the Wilderness of Sin. The past month must
have been very difficult for them as they walked through the
wilderness with hot days and cold nights. But when they run
out of food, the people complain again. God promises to provide
manna and quail.

3 Hymn393 - Great is Thy Faithfulness

Meditation - Exodus 16:6—15 ReadingPlan - Exodus 16

6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At
evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought
you out of the land of Egypt,

7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD,
because he has heard your grumbling against the LORD. For
what are we, that you grumble against us?”

8 And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the eve-
ning meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, be-
cause the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble
against him--what are we? Your grumbling is not against us
but against the LORD.”

2 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation
of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he
has heard your grumbling.””

10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of
the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and
behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.

11 And the LORD said to Moses,

12“T have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to
them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you
shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the
LORD your God.”

13 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in
the morning dew lay around the camp.

14 And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of
the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the
ground.

15 When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another,
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses
said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to
eat.
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God promised to provide manna and quail after hearing the com-
plaints of the people that there was not enough food. From the day
after this promise was made, manna fell on them every day for for—
ty years in the wilderness without missing a single day. Every
morning, the people had to gather the amount of manna they
needed for one day, and on the sixth day they had to gather two
days’ worth of manna until the Sabbath. There were some people
who did not follow the direction of God and gathered more than
others, but that portion spoiled, smelled, and could not be eaten.
Some people went out on the Sabbath to find out if there was
manna, but could not find any.

By sending manna down in the wilderness, God taught them who
God is and how to trust Him in their daily lives. As they gathered
manna every morning, the people learned to live without greed,
remembering that today is also a day to live by God’s grace. When
Jesus taught prayer, he also told us to ask for our daily bread. |
hope that you will live by seeking and reaping today’s bread of life,
today’s grace, given every day.
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Reading Insight

The lIsraelites complained about the lack of water in Rephidim
and then experienced a miracle of water coming out of a rock.
At this time, Amalek invades and the battle begins. Moses rais—
es his hand and prays fervently to help the Israelites win. While
they are encamped in the wilderness, Jethro, Moses’ father-in-
law, visits and encourages him to appoint leaders to rule with
Moses.

J3 Hymn360 - Bugle Calls are Ringing Out

Meditation - Exodus 17:8-16 ReadingPlan - Exodus 17-18

8Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.

2 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go out
and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of
the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”

10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Ama-
lek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the
hill.

11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and
whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed.

12 But Moses” hands grew weary, so they took a stone and
put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held
up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side.
So his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.

13 And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the
sword.

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial
in a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua, that I will utterly
blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.”

15 And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The
LORD Is My Banner,

16 saying, “A hand upon the throne of the LORD! The
LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to gener-
ation.”
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An unexpected war broke out. Amalek attacked. Israel, who had
lived as a slave for over four hundred years and never received any
military training, suddenly had to fight the Amalekites. Moses tells
Joshua to go out with the people and fight Amalek. Moses then
takes his staff and goes up the mountain, raises his hands, and
prays fervently. When Moses lowers his hand, his armies are
pushed back, so Aaron and Hur stand by Moses' side and together
raise Moses” arms until Israel prevails.

Prayer is not easy. It's hard work. But even if prayer is hard, we
cannot rest because we know the power of prayer. In order to live,
to win spiritual warfare, prayer is not an option. It is a requirement.
It is very good to have prayer partners to pray together because
praying is difficult.

We hope that we will join forces to pray for our families, for our
church, for our children, and for the world. So, like Jehovah Nissi,
“God made me victorious in the battle,” | hope that we can live by
confessing, “l cried out earnestly, and God helped me and gave me
victory.”
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Reading Insight

When the Israelites came to the wilderness of Sinai, God called
Moses from Mount Sinai and gave the commandments to the
people. These are the Ten Commandments and other rules of
life that we are familiar with.

/3 Hymn204 - Those Who Hear and Do the Word

Meditation - Exodus 19:3-12 ReadingPlan - Exodus 19-20

3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out
of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of
Jacob, and tell the people of Israel:

4You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.

5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among
all peoples, for all the earth is mine;

6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy na-
tion. These are the words that you shall speak to the people
of Israel.”

7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set
before them all these words that the LORD had commanded
him.

8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the
LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the
words of the people to the LORD.

2 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to
you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak
with you, and may also believe you forever.”When Moses
told the words of the people to the LORD,

10 the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and conse-
crate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their gar-
ments

11 and be ready for the third day. For on the third day the
LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the
people.

12 And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying,
“Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge
of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death.
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After liberating and saving a nation from slavery, God is now making
them His people. In order to leave the sinful land of Egypt and reside in
the new land as a people with new identities, God gives them various
laws. When we hear the word “laws” or “rules”, we feel bound and
burdened, but laws and rules have the purpose of making people feel
comfortable and safe.

The reason why you must learn all the traffic laws before driving a car
is to protect the lives of everyone, including drivers, and to drive safely
and orderly. The same is true with God'’s laws. When God gave the
law, it was God'’s heart to help his people live well and stay safe. The
people of God will live best if they listen to and obey God’s Word.
Therefore, the law that the Israelites receive is not a burden, but a
blessing.

There is no other secret for living well in a world like the wilderness. If
you listen carefully to God’s Word and obey it, God will grant you won—
derful blessings both physically and spiritually. “The law of the Lord is
perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy
to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the
eyes” (Ps 19:7-9).
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Reading Insight

God teaches us how to specifically apply the principles given
in the Ten Commandments in our daily lives. He gives detailed
guidelines in various situations that people may encounter in
their lives, such as the law on servants, the law on injury, the
law on compensation, and how to treat the socially disadvan—
taged.

3 Hymn289 - What a Wonderful Change

Meditation - Exodus 22:21-31 ReadingPln - Exodus 21-22

21 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you
were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

22You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child.

23[fyou do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, [ will sure-
ly hear their cry,

24 and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword,
and your wives shall become widows and your children fa-
therless.

25 “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is
poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you
shall not exact interest from him.

26 [fever you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall
return it to him before the sun goes down,

27 for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his
body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, [ will
hear, for [ am compassionate.

28 “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your peo-
ple.

29“You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your har-
vest and from the outflow of your presses. The firstborn of
your sons you shall give to me.

30 You shall do the same with your oxen and with your
sheep: seven days it shall be with its mother; on the eighth
day you shall give it to me.

31“You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore you shall not
eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; you shall throw
itto the dogs.

atk
=

oz
b

og

UMOIAS HE2 OfH 2EUNR?
What does holiness look like in
your daily life?

L= StLHE 20N AHSE Al
2 AT kD U 4 YSLIR
Can you say that you are living
as a holy person before God?
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Many of the laws and rules of life given to the Israglites long ago
do not apply to us today. However, they contain the spirit and prin—
ciples that God wants to teach. They contain the will of God such
as love and mercy, justice, and peace. Furthermore, by observing
these laws, God is saying that God’s people must become holy
people. “You are to be my holy people” (22:31). When we hear the
word “holiness,” we feel burdened and uncomfortable, as if we
made a promise that we could not keep, but this is something that
anyone who wants to be like God must do.

Holiness means to be set apart. It means to be different. We are
different from the rest of the world, not just because we go to
church, but because we speak and act differently in specific daily
life situations. Holiness matters in how to treat people who are
weaker than you, what to do when you hurt others, how to com-
pensate for damage, and many other things that can happen in your
life. Beyond being holy in the church, living holy in our daily life is
the holiness that God desires.
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Reading Insight

God explained how His people should live, especially com-
manding them to keep the Sabbath and Sabbath years. He told
them to celebrate the feasts of Passover, Harvest, and Ingath—
ering every year. Moses went up to the mountain and stayed
forty days to receive the stone tablets on which the Word of
God was written.

3 Hymn455 - We Shall be Like Him

Meditation * Exodus 23:10-19 ReadingPhn - Exodus 23-24

10 “For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its
yield,

11 but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that
the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the
beasts of the field may eat. You shall do likewise with your
vineyard, and with your olive orchard.

12“Six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day
you shall rest; that your ox and your donkey may have rest,
and the son of your servant woman, and the alien, may be re-
freshed.

13 “Pay attention to all that I have said to you, and make no
mention of the names of other gods, nor let it be heard on
your lips.

14“Three times in the year you shall keep a feast tome

15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As I com-
manded you, you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days
at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it you came
out of Egypt. None shall appear before me empty-handed.

16 You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of
your labor, of what you sow in the field. You shall keep the
Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather
in from the field the fruit of your labor.

17 Three times in the year shall all your males appear before
the Lord GOD.

18 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with any-
thing leavened, or let the fat of my feast remain until the
morning.

19 “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring
into the house of the LORD your God. “You shall not boil a
young goat in its mother’s milk.
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When is a special day for you
to remember and commemo-—

rate God?
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During Lent, how do you re-
member God and give thanks
for His grace and love?
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Some dating and married couples celebrate birthdays and anni-
versaries. | always remember those days of giving gifts, eating de—
licious things, and going on trips. Why? | like to remember the spe-
cial meaning of that day. People also do it to reaffirm their love for
each other. In addition to the anniversary of individuals and families,
a day celebrated by a nation is called a festival. During the season,
people celebrate together, remembering the meaning of the day
and refreshing their mind.

The people of Israel also had feasts to observe. God set special
feasts for them and told them to worship God without working on
that day. This is because it is a day to thank God for His grace and
to reflect on how we should live for God.

By keeping the feasts, they were able to live a life of remember—
ing and serving God consistently and practically. Now we are also in
the season of Lent, looking forward to Easter. During the season,
our hearts should hold God closer, and we should love God more
and grow into a holy people.
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Reading Insight

From Exodus 25 to 40, the story of the construction and com—
pletion of the tabernacle is recorded in 16 chapters. In the
courtyard of the tabernacle surrounded by linen cloth, there is
an altar for burnt offerings and a laver for the priest to wash with
water. There is also a house covered with four layers of skin,
which is divided into the Holy and Most Holy. Inside the sanc-
tuary, there is a table for the display of bread, a lampstand for
lighting a lamp, and an altar of incense for burning incense. The
Most Holy is a place that the high priest can enter only once a
year, and the Ark of the Covenant is placed there.

3 Hymn210 - Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken

Meditation - Exodus 25:1-9 ReadingPlan - Exodus 25

1The LORD said to Moses,

2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a con-
tribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall
receive the contribution for me.

3 And this is the contribution that you shall receive from
them: gold, silver, and bronze,

4 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen,
goats’ hair,

5tanned rams’ skins, goatskins, acacia wood,

6 oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fra-
grantincense,

7 onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for
the breastpiece.

8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that  may dwell in their
midst.

9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the taber-
nacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.

Why did God tell them to build
the tabernacle?

Ltz /1S3t ot Moz A
Ot UELITIR

Are you living as a holy temple
of God?
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To be tested for citizenship, immigrants must study American law,
American history, and the American spirit because in America they
have to know and follow the way Americans live. When the Israel-
ites lived in Egypt, they lived according to the laws of Egypt, ob—
served the worship of the Egyptian gods, and learned from the val-
ues and way of life of Egypt. But now the Israelites are leaving
Egypt and going to a new land. They are called to be the people of
the kingdom of God.

Although their bodies have left Egypt, they are still so accus—
tomed to the country of Egypt that they say it is better to go back
to Egypt after encountering a little trouble. To such a people, God
has given the law, and now He wants to establish their identity as a
new nation by building the tabernacle. This is because the most
important identity of the people of God'’s kingdom comes from re-
alizing that they must dwell with God. The tabernacle is the house
where God dwells among them. At the tabernacle, the Israelites
will meet God.

Now, we too, as people of the kingdom of God, must be people
with God. God must be in me and lead my life. | hope that this
identity will become clear and we will become the holy temple of
God who always is with God.
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Reading Insight

Exodus 26 describes the tent coverings of the tabernacle and
the walls of the tabernacle, how to make the veil, and where to
place the holy articles. Four layers of cloth and leather were used
to make the cover of the tabernacle building, and the walls of the
tabernacle were erected with wood carvings and gilded boards.
The inside of the tabernacle was divided into the Holy and Most
Holy, separated by four pillars and a veil hanging from the pillars.

3 Hymn425 - Have Thine own way, Lord

Meditation - Exodus 26:30-37 ReadingPlan - Exodus 26

30 Then you shall erect the tabernacle according to the plan
for it that you were shown on the mountain.

31“And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet
yarns and fine twined linen. It shall be made with cherubim
skillfully worked into it.

32 And you shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid
with gold, with hooks of gold, on four bases of silver.

33 And you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring
the ark of the testimony in there within the veil. And the veil
shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy.

34You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in
the Most Holy Place.

35 And you shall set the table outside the veil, and the lamp-
stand on the south side of the tabernacle opposite the table,
and you shall put the table on the north side.

36 “You shall make a screen for the entrance of the tent, of
blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, em-
broidered with needlework.

37 And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia,
and overlay them with gold. Their hooks shall be of gold,
and you shall cast five bases of bronze for them.
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God gives clear guidelines for
life and tells us to follow them.
Are you living by the Word?
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“According to the pattern you were shown on”
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When | go out to eat with a friend, | ask her what she wants to
eat. If she says “anything,” | have a hard time. If | choose to order
what | want, I'm worried that she might not like it, and it's cumber—
some to keep asking questions. It's much easier for me if she tells
me exactly what she’d rather eat. | have been contemplating while
reading the detailed and lengthy description of the tabernacle in the
book of Exodus. | wondered how the people of Israel, who were
slaves in a foreign country, were able to handle such difficult con—
struction, but | realized that the construction could be accomplished
because God had clearly instructed them how to.

When God told them to build the tabernacle, He did not say,
“Build it in whatever way you want.” God explained the overall
structure, size, and materials in detail and accurately, and God
commanded, “Set up this Tabernacle according to the pattern you
were shown on the mountain” (26:30). Moses and the Israelites
just had to obey.

What would have been difficult if they had followed their own
plans and thoughts became easy because they followed God's
guidance. God's Word to us is also given clearly and in detail. We
should know that living according to the Word is an easy way to
solve the complex problems of life.
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Reading Insight

Exodus 27 records the way to build the altar of burnt offering in
the courtyard of the tabernacle and the courtyard itself. On the
east side of the courtyard was the entrance to the tabernacle,
on which a plain veil was hung. The priests had to keep an eye
on the lampstand in the sanctuary so that the fire did not go out.

/3 Hymn323 - Call'd of God, We Honor the Call

Meditation - Exodus 27:1-8 ReadingPlan + Exodus 27

1“You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long
and five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its height
shall be three cubits.

2 And you shall make horns for it on its four corners; its
horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it
with bronze.

3 You shall make pots for it to receive its ashes, and shov-
els and basins and forks and fire pans. You shall make all its
utensils of bronze.

4 You shall also make for it a grating, a network of bronze,
and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its four
corners.

5 And you shall set it under the ledge of the altar so that the
net extends halfway down the altar.

6 And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia
wood, and overlay them with bronze.

7 And the poles shall be put through the rings, so that the
poles are on the two sides of the altar when it is carried.

8 You shall make it hollow, with boards. As it has been
shown you on the mountain, so shall it be made.

Have you received Jesus, who
came as the light to banish the
darkness of your life?
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What are you doing to keep
your faith intact?
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Inside the sanctuary were the altar of incense, the show table,
and the lampstand. To illuminate the dark inside the sanctuary, a
lamp had to be lit. We understand this lamp to symbolize Jesus,
who came as the light that dispels the darkness of the world. That
is why we need to receive the light of Jesus and walk out of the
darkness into the light. Furthermore, we must live as the light for
the world. We must remember also that it took great devotion and
effort for the priests to manage the lamp in the sanctuary.

Priests had to “keep the lamps burning” (27:20) and “keep the
lamps burning before the Lord from evening till morning” (27:21).
The priests must have put their hearts and minds into keeping the
lamps from going out even when they were busy with their various
duties. It also requires devotion and effort to keep our faith.

Even though we have welcomed Jesus as the light, we must
faithfully take care of that light every day so that the light does not
fade in us. We need to check whether it has not been extinguished
by any sin in our hearts and that there is enough oil to burn. To that
end, we must always draw near to the Word of God and move for-
ward with prayer.
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Reading Insight

Exodus 28 records the rules related to the priest’s clothing. God
ordered Aaron and his sons to serve as priests and artisans
were to make holy garments for them.

J3 Hymn287 - ‘Tis for You and Me

Meditation - Exodus 28:1-4 ReadingPlan + Exodus 28

1“Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons
with him, from among the people of Israel, to serve me as
priests--Aaron and Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and [thamar.

2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother,
for glory and for beauty.

3You shall speak to all the skillful, whom I have filled with a
spirit of skill, that they make Aaron’s garments to consecrate
him for my priesthood.

4 These are the garments that they shall make: a breastpiece,
an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, and a
sash. They shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother
and his sons to serve me as priests.
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What does it mean to be
clothed with Christ? As a
priest, what kind of clothes are

you wearing?
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Why were Aaron and his sons chosen as priests? Not because they
were very smart and good people, but because God called them.
However, in order for those who are still weak and lacking to fulfill the
holy priesthood that God has entrusted to them, they had to make and
wear holy clothes as God instructed. The clothes were specially made,
unlike the clothes worn by ordinary people. How glorious and beautiful
it must have been to see a priest dressed in clothes made of mixed
gold thread, wearing a plaque studded with jewels, and wearing a gold
crown.

The reason God made these special robes to wear is to show how
sacred the priest’s work is and to help people realize how precious the
God whom they worship is. It is also to show that by wearing holy
clothes, sins are covered and we can go before a holy God. Now we
are all called holy priests before God. As priests, what kind of clothes
should we wear before God?

Today these priestly garments as mentioned in the Old Testament are
no longer needed. Today’s believers do not distinguish themselves by
any external clothing. Instead, we must put on our Lord Jesus Christ
alone. “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ alone, and do not devote yourself
to the lusts of the flesh” (Rom. 13:14). By the grace of the blood of
Christ, we can all come before God as a royal priest.
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Reading Insight

Exodus 29 records the story of the ordination of the priests.
The ordination ceremony proceeded with the preparation of the
sacrifices as God had commanded, bringing Aaron and his sons,
washing them with water, putting on the priestly garments, and
pouring holy anointing oil on their heads. The offering of sacri—
fices was executed in the manner God commanded.

J3 Hymn430 - ‘Tis so Sweet to Walk with Jesus

Meditation - Exodus 29:1-9 ReadingPlan + Exodus 29

1“Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them,
that they may serve me as priests. Take one bull of the herd
and two rams without blemish,

2 and unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil,
and unleavened wafers smeared with oil. You shall make
them of fine wheat flour.

3You shall put them in one basket and bring them in the bas-
ket, and bring the bull and the two rams.

4 You shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the
tent of meeting and wash them with water.

5 Then you shall take the garments, and put on Aaron the
coat and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breast-
piece, and gird him with the skillfully woven band of the
ephod.

6 And you shall set the turban on his head and put the holy
crown on the turban.

7You shall take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and
anoint him.

8Then you shall bring his sons and put coats on them,

92 and you shall gird Aaron and his sons with sashes and bind
caps on them. And the priesthood shall be theirs by a statute
forever. Thus you shall ordain Aaron and his sons.
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God’s hope was to dwell
among the Isragelites. Likewise,
God wants to be with us now.
Do you have the same wish?
Above all else, do you know
that fellowship in walking with
God is the most precious
blessing?
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God commanded the Israelites to build the tabernacle according to
strict regulations and had the priests offer sacrifices. What was the sit-
uation of the Israelites then? They are still wandering in the wilderness.
They have not yet settled down and are wandering around, putting up
or dismantling tents. But, why is God demanding that Israel, who has
not yet settled down, build the tabernacle and offer sacrifices? Wouldn't
it have been much easier to build the tabernacle or make clothes after
they settle down? Did God not care about their situation?

The reason God told them to build the tabernacle and offer sacrifices
was because He wanted them to have fellowship and walk with Him.
While dwelling in the tabernacle, God wanted to meet the people
through the sacrifices offered by them and be with them. What do two
people in love want the most? Maybe they want to meet each other and
be together? They like to meet early in the morning and even if they stay
together all day, they don’t want to part. Isn't that how it is supposed to
be between those in love?

Because God loves us, He always wants to see us and be with us.
God has clearly declared, “I am the Lord their God, who brought them
out of Egypt so that | might dwell among them” (29:46). Because being
together is the greatest blessing, He said, first of all, to build the taber—
nacle and ordain priests. We, too, should live under the grace of God as
saints together with God.
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Reading Insight

God instructed them how to make the incense altar and bronze
basin. God personally appointed Bezalel and Oholiab to take
charge of the construction of the tabernacle and filled them
with the Spirit of God, so that they could handle this task with
wisdom and understanding. God commanded them to keep the
Sabbath.

3 Hymn43 - O Day of Rest and Gladness

Meditation - Exodus 30:12-18 ReadigPlan - Exodus 30-31

12 “When you take the census of the people of Israel, then
each shall give a ransom for his life to the LORD when you
number them, that there be no plague among them when you
number them.

13 Each one who is numbered in the census shall give this:
half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the
shekel is twenty gerahs),half a shekel as an offering to the
LORD.

14 Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty
years old and upward, shall give the LORD’s offering.

15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give
less, than the half shekel, when you give the LORD’s offer-
ing to make atonement for your lives.

16 You shall take the atonement money from the people of
Israel and shall give it for the service of the tent of meeting,
that it may bring the people of Israel to remembrance before
the LORD, so as to make atonement for your lives.”

17 The LORD said to Moses,

18 “You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of
bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tent of
meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it,
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By keeping the Sabbath, the
believer must be distinguished.
So, how are you spending the
Sabbath to keep it holy?
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After giving the Ten Commandments and the ordinances to be ob-
served in their lives, God showed the Israelites how to make the taber-
nacle and other equipment. And God once again speaks of the Sab-
bath. The Sabbath is said to be a sign between Him and the Israelites.
The word “sign” means to be a marked feature. A special mark of being
a child of God and a people of the kingdom is that it would be revealed
by keeping the Sabbath. If they do not keep the Sabbath, they cannot
be said to be God’s people set apart from the world.

The Sabbath is a special blessing and duty enjoyed only by God’s
people. That is why it is so important to keep the Sabbath day holy. So,
how do we keep the Sabbath holy? The Pharisees strictly stipulated the
things not to be done on the Sabbath and demanded strict observance,
so that they even criticized Jesus for healing on the Sabbath. However,
keeping the Sabbath day holy does not mean simply forbidding what
you should not do.

“If you call the Sabbath a delight and the LORD's holy day honorable,
and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you
please or speaking idle words, then you will find your joy in the
LORD--" (Isa 58:13-14). The Sabbath is a delightful, honorable day. It is
a day to worship and praise God and rejoice in the God of salvation. |
hope you keep the Sabbath and worship God sincerely.
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Reading Insight

In Exodus 25 to 31, God’s instructions for the construction of
the tabernacle are given, and chapters 35 to 40 record the actu-
al construction of the tabernacle according to God’s command.
However, in chapters 32 to 34, the worship of the golden calf
is recorded. When Moses remained on the mountain later than
they expected, the people asked Aaron to make a statue of an—
other god, and they worshiped the golden calf that Aaron made.

3 Hymn500 - Throw out the Life Line

Meditation - Exodus 32:26-35 ReadingPlan + Exodus 32

26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Who
is on the LORD’s side? Come to me.” And all the sons of
Levi gathered around him.

27 And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel,
‘Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro
from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill
his brother and his companion and his neighbor.””

28 And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses.
And that day about three thousand men of the people fell.

29 And Moses said, “Today you have been ordained for the
service of the LORD, each one at the cost of his son and of
his brother, so that he might bestow a blessing upon you this
day.”

30 The next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned
a great sin. And now [ will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can
make atonement for your sin.”

31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, ““Alas, this peo-
ple has sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves
gods of gold.

32 But now, if you will forgive their sin--but if not, please
blot me out of your book that you have written.”

33 But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned
against me, I will blot out of my book.

34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which I
have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go before you.
Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin up-
onthem.”

35Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they
made the calf, the one that Aaron made.
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How do you live to be on God’s
side?
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Are you living your life while
fully sharing Jesus with those
close to you, such as family,
friends, and neighbors?
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Moses calls those who are on God’s side to judge the sins of the
people who worshiped the idol. Then the Levites stepped forward.
What was God's command to the Levites? It was to kill their broth-
ers, friends, and neighbors who had sinned. About 3,000 people
died by the Levites that day. No matter how many sins they commit=
ted, they were family, neighbors, and friends, but Levites took the
lead in killing them. Do you think the Levites were too merciless?

Sometimes we take the side of people more than we do with
God. Even though God has clearly said it is a sin, we look the other
way when our family, friends, and neighbors shamelessly commit
those sins instead of admonishing them. We try to understand their
situation. We leave their wickedness alone.

One of the passages that makes my heart very uncomfortable
when reading the Bible is probably Luke 14:26. “Anyone who
comes to me cannot be my disciple unless he hates his father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and above all, even
his own life.” Going to church does not mean that you can hate
your parents and siblings. We hate sin, but we must lead our family,
neighbors, and friends to know God and be saved. Rather than tak—
ing the side of people, we must first help them gain eternal life.
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Reading Insight

The Lord tells the Israelites to go to Canaan but decides not go
with them because He is angered by the golden calf incident.
Moses, however, pleads with the Lord to go with them, saying
that the Lord’s presence is what sets them apart from other
people. The Lord tells Moses to chisel out two stone tablets
and come up on Mount Sinai. When Moses descends from the
mountain after forty days, his face is radiant.

/3 Hymn284 - The Abundant Love of Jesus

Meditation * Exodus 34:28-35 Readng Pl - Exodus 33-34

28 So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty
nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote
on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Command-
ments.

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two
tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from
the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face
shone because he had been talking with God.

30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold,
the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near
him.

31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders
of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with
them.

32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he com-
manded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in
Mount Sinai.

33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put
aveil over his face.

34 Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with
him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when
he came out and told the people of Israel what he was com-
manded,

35 the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the
skin of Moses’ face was shining. And Moses would put the
veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
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Do you feel peace, gratitude,
joy and gladness knowing that
God is with you? And do you
think your face is showing
that?
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How was your face that you
saw in the mirror this morning?
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The Bible says that, when Moses came down from the mountain
after 40 days of fasting and being with the Lord, his face was radi-
ant. One’s face is the window to one’s heart. Depending on the
condition of the heart, one can have a happy face or sad face. For
example, the face of a person for whom everything is going well
will lit up with a smile while the face of a person who has many
worries will show downcast. If so, there is nothing strange about
the fact that Moses’ face was radiating as he was coming down
from the mountain after spending time with the Lord. This shows
that Moses’ heart was full of joy, gratitude, gladness and peace
when he was with the Lord on the mountain.

In the Book of Acts, we read that the face of Stephen was like
that of an angel when he boldly witnessed Christ at the council. His
face probably radiated with gratitude and glory even as he was be-
ing stoned to death. Have you wondered what other people might
see in your face? Will they see radiance or the face of an angel?
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Reading Insight

Moses was collecting the materials for building the Tabernacle.
And the people of Israel brought whatever they could for the
project. When people gave willingly as the Spirit moved in them,
there was more than enough to start building the Tabernacle.

3 Hymn213 - Take My Life, and Let It Be

Meditation  Exodus 36:1-7 Reading Pl - Exodus 35-36

1 “Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whom the
LORD has put skill and intelligence to know how to do any
work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in ac-
cordance with all that the LORD has commanded.”

2 And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every crafts-
man in whose mind the LORD had put skill, everyone
whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work.

3 And they received from Moses all the contribution that the
people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanc-
tuary. They still kept bringing him freewill offerings every
morning,

450 that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of task
on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was doing,

5 and said to Moses, “The people bring much more than
enough for doing the work that the LORD has commanded
ustodo.”

6 So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed
throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman do anything
more for the contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people
were restrained from bringing,

7 for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work,
and more.
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What is the condition of my
heart when | participate in
God's work?

135



rok
=
ol

ML FO O
o2 r e
g
r=
ron
ng
it
mjo

ol
i
il

ARt 3], 0157|(NJ)
g9l 268, ZESNJ)

SINE et 7=

136

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

02

53_ H|%' Scream with Joy

HRER 9| 0| AREASUCE ZAI7H HESHAH 2st
SAE 7N S SIU=D, WES0| shLigel 88 =0 AU &
S HF H0| 7ML= HHE| 205 2Of TIX0| LH Y=g
LICt. “8-40] OFIOICY KHioh= OlES 2SI 7B 2" (3H),
JtH2 02 Felot=at 82 AZ0 Yolivt E= XZ0IABLIC
M g8 s HYAE2 ZM0A RES ST HES0AH 2
NS O & 7HMQE Holl FHL, XIg U= Re2E FE5| Al
T 5L OfA| B2 Y=ot HIF OFH7R. SHtES| d2ts A7)
AZU=], G20l AFSE MEE HESOA 72t HHU, L
7 HO0| 7QIM HOt= XIF0| AT, SOt At OFSC
2 =1te?

360M= 2otz AfE, DHS0| Eot= AE, OFS0| XIHZ2 A
1S0| 0[ZA ot &S AL 7IF5k USLICE St L2 L
ZHO|Lt §F2 ot= 0| Otz 262 03, 48 Sttet ot
ot= ZAYUCE sttge| S & M, 22| 7I2H(0ME 5 "Xt
ZLICY ot= d=ot H|HO| BN Q7S 2FLICE

o gu
mun
iS)

|'|-| |0 0||'

= 0Olo
oL

The building of the Tabernacle began. When Moses summoned
people to bring the materials for the building of the Tabernacle,
people brough too much that it caused disruption in the work.
When “the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning af-
ter morning (36:3),” workers had to spend time and energy to sort
the donated materials instead of in building. So the workers asked
Moses to tell people not to bring anymore materials as what they
already received was more than enough. This is what “screaming
with joy” looks like. How wonderful it is to have a need fulfilled far
beyond one’s expectation and hope! How can anyone not scream
with joy in this kind of situation?

In chapter 36, it is said that volunteers, people who were willing,
people with wisdom, carried out this precious work of building the
Tabernacle. The work that we do for God is work that ought to be
done not with our skills or abilities alone but, more importantly, with
our willing heart that is guided by the Spirit. May you also get to
scream with joy in carrying out God’s work as you experience
overflowing provisions of all that you need.
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Reading Insight

While Chapter 36 provided the overall structure of the Taberna-
cle, Chapter 37 and 38 records the construction of the furniture
for the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. The ark of the cov-
enant and the atonement cover for the Holy of the Holies, the
table of showbread, golden lampstand, and altar of incense are
constructed. For the Outer Court, bronze laver and the altar of
burnt offering is constructed.

3 Hymn425 - Have Thine own way, Lord

Meditation » Exodus 38:21-31 ReadingPlan - Exodus 37-38

21 These are the records of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of
the testimony, as they were recorded at the commandment of
Moses, the responsibility of the Levites under the direction
of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

22 Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah,
made all that the LORD commanded Moses;

23 and with him was Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe of Dan, an engraver and designer and embroiderer in
blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen.

24 All the gold that was used for the work, in all the construc-
tion of the sanctuary, the gold from the offering, was twen-
ty-nine talents and 730 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctu-
ary.

25 The silver from those of the congregation who were re-
corded was a hundred talents and 1,775 shekels, by the shek-
el of the sanctuary:

26 a beka a head (that is, half a shekel, by the shekel of the
sanctuary), for everyone who was listed in the records, from
twenty years old and upward, for 603,550 men.

27 The hundred talents of silver were for casting the bases of
the sanctuary and the bases of the veil; a hundred bases for
the hundred talents, a talent a base.

28 And of'the 1,775 shekels he made hooks for the pillars and
overlaid their capitals and made fillets for them.

29 The bronze that was offered was seventy talents and 2,400
shekels;

30 with it he made the bases for the entrance of the tent of
meeting, the bronze altar and the bronze grating for it and all
the utensils of the altar,

31 the bases around the court, and the bases of the gate of the
court, all the pegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs around
the court.
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Can you remember an experi—
ence that your trials served to

purify your faith in some way?
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Are the impurities in your heart
removed regularly so that you
may enter into the holy pres—
ence of God?
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What is the Tabernacle? It is the place where people encounter the
Lord, worship the Lord, receive the grace of forgiveness for their sins,
and glorify the Holy Lord. For this reason, people are making this holy
place with pure gold. Gold is used to overlay certain things, put a gold
molding around other things, and some other items are made with pure
gold. We can only imagine how beautiful and sparkling everything was!

Gold always has been used as a standard of value. People often buy
gold believing that the value of gold will not depreciate even when the
value of money does. Gold is something that exists in rocks mixed with
other minerals. But when the rock that contains gold is passed through
fire and purified, pure gold is extracted. Even when 1 ton of ore con—
tains 2 grams of gold, it is called gold ore. So, one can imagine how
difficult it is to extract gold from gold ores. In order to extract pure gold,
the ores must go through process of purification that involves passing
through a furnace that is hotter than 1000 degrees, melting away any
existing impurities.

We no longer decorate the churches with pure gold. But one thing that
we need to remember is that we cannot enter into the Holy presence of
God with our hearts full of impurities. If we want to encounter Holy God,
we must first have our sins forgiven by the blood of Jesus Christ, be
clothed with Christ, and have our hearts purified like pure gold.
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Reading Insight

The tabernacle building project is completed with making the
priestly garments. The work of making the needed items for
different parts of the tabernacle has been completed and the
work of putting together these items and setting up the taber-
nacle is outlined in chapter 40. When the time came to dedicate
the Tabernacle, the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

J3 Hymn600 - The Church’s One Foundation

Meditation * Exodus 40:33-38 Reading Pl - Exodus 39-40

33 And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the al-
tar, and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So Moses
finished the work.

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory
of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting be-
cause the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD
filled the tabernacle.

36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was
taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would
setout.

37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out
till the day that it was taken up.

38 For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day,
and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Isra-
el throughout all their journeys.
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Have you obeyed the Lord in
your faith journey life?
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Why is obeying the Lord’s
command difficult?
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In the last two chapters of Exodus, the statement, “Moses did
everything just as the Lord commanded him” is recorded seven—
teen times. If there is one rule in doing God’s work, it is this, doing
everything “just as the Lord commanded.” And when people obey
what the Lord command, people will experience the Lord’s bless—
ings. Here, we learn the most important principle of life for believ—
ers, which is that they should live a life of obedience, according to
God’s Word and as God commanded.

We all look for ways to succeed in life and to live a happy and
blessed life. And there are no shortages of answers to how this can
be done. But the answer is surprisingly simple and clear. It is by liv—
ing according to what the Lord commanded. The work of building a
beautiful tabernacle was achieved through obeying the Lord’s
commands and, through obedience, people experienced the glory
of the Lord. In the same way, our life can be beautiful and glorious
when we obey God fully in our lives. May you live a life of true obe-
dience and come to know the wonderful blessings of God in your
life.
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Exodus 2:1-10

Choosing by Faith

©

Hymn279 Pass Me not, O Gentle Saviour

m Opening Discussion

Have you ever felt that it's hard to bear and raise children in this evil world? Have you ever
struggled with choices because you are a Christian? What is it like to live by faith?

m Understanding today’s passage

Moses was born during a very difficult time. The Hebrews were ordered to throw their
sons into the Nile and kill them. It was a time when the birth of a child could not be cele-
brated with joy. Moses' parents hid Moses for three months. Israelites were nothing more
than slaves. Disobeying the orders of the King of Egypt as a slave was dangerous. Doing
sowas risking your life. How did Moses’ parents feel as they hid and raised their son? He—
brews 11:23 says, “By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born,
because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.”
This verse says that Moses’ parents did this by faith, not simply because they had pity on
their sonand could not kill him. Moses’ parents, by faith, chose to follow God's will, not the
command of the world.

The situation may be different now, but the world often requires saints living in the world
to choose between following the world or following God. Whether it's raising children,
choosing a job, buying a home or paying taxes, the world we live in now demands the
saints to follow evil things. Sometimes we make religious remarks at school and we are
disciplined. We are wrongfully disadvantaged in this world for believing in Jesus. The
world is never favorable to saints who want to live by faith. People in the world emphasize
understanding and embrace the differences in the world, but they also speak of living with
faith as bigotry and exclusive. In this world, how should people of faith live? Can we, like
Moses’ parents, face the world without fear by faith? Can we choose the path God told us
to take without accepting wrong as the reality?
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It can't be done by your strength or determination alone. If you have decided that you will
keep the faith and follow God, you must seek God’s help. Just as Moses’ parents entrust-
ed him to God and placed him in the Nile when they could no longer hide him, we too must
place our difficult problems down before God and seek God'’s help. Then, God will give
you wisdom and guide you on the best and most blessed path.

[ imtothe Word

What happened to Moses when he was three months old? (2:3) What did Pharaoh’s
daughter do when she found the baby on the Nile? (2:9,

m Into our life

How should we live in this day and age as we look at the forefathers of faith who risked
their lives to keep their faith? How should a Christian who lives in this world distinguish
between the values of the world and the values of faith?

m Memory Verse Exodus 2:10

“Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join
our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.”

[} sharing with your children

What are the things you learned at school that are different from the teachings of your
church? How did you respond when your friends asked you to join them in evil deeds?



The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Exodus 8:20-32

Facing Plagues

)

Hymn322 Gather Us in, Thou Love

m Opening Discussion

\What did the Egyptians and Israelites think when ten plagues fell on Egypt? What do you
think of the disasters that occur in nature or in the world? What did you think of the Covid
pandemic that has nearly paralyzed the world over the past two years? Did you have any
questions for God?

m Understanding today’s passage

Natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, tsunamis, wildfires, etc. can make you
fearful. | thought it was an era of conquering the universe with great human skills and
knowledge, but | feel now how helpless human beings are before the power of nature.
Especially over the last two years, something unthinkable has happened. The invisible
virus spread, and the whole world almost stopped. People were afraid to go out as if they
were on the brink of death. During the pandemic everyone probably asked, “What is God
doing? What is God's plan?”

Consider the disasters that hit Egypt thousands of years ago. For example, what was it
like when a swarm of flies overcame the whole country? When flies swarm, | don't like
the sound, | don't like the texture. It's horrible to think that they might even carry a terrible
disease. If you've placed your food on the table and flies land on the food, you'll be scared
and shoo them away. But imagine a swarm of flies covering the whole Egyptian land at
the time. If there were a great number of flies to cover the world, not just one or two, we
couldn’t have avoided them. It would have been a very serious disaster, as the flies devas—
tated the country. Here are a few things to think about as you look at the plague of flies in
Egypt. First, God did not send the plague of flies to the Israelites. God said in Exodus 8:22-
23, “But on that day | will deal differently with the land of Goshen, where my people live,”
and in fact, only Egypt was afflicted, and the Israelites were protected. People of God can
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know God's love and grace to protect and help them in the midst of calamities.

Second, everything is under God’s control. People use the word “luck” or “chance” about
things that happen in their lives. But nothing happens by chance or luck. Everything hap-
pens under the sovereignty of God. We can rest in peace since God, the creator and the
sustainer, is still in control.

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, attempts to compromise before this plague. He told Moses to
offer sacrifices in the land of Egypt and told him not to go too far. He even asks Moses to
pray for him. But when the flies left after Moses prayed, Pharaoh hardened his heart again
and changed his words.

Saints are humbled before calamities. We must recognize Almighty God as the lord of all
things, and seek God'’s guidance and help. And we need to always pray. We tend to pray
earnestly when we face a serious problem and change our mind and forget about it as
soon as the problem is solved. Still, we need to pray for ourselves, our family, the Church,
and the world..

[ imtothe Word

What was the fourth plague God sent to the land of Egypt? (8:24) What was Pharaoh’s
condition facing the plague of flies? (8:28)

m Into our life

\What should the saint’s attitude be toward natural or social disasters? How did our faith
grow during the Covid pandemic?

m Memory Verse Exodus 8:22

“But on that day | will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no
swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that | am the LORD in the midst of the
earth.”

[ sharing with your children

Have you thought about why something like the Covid virus came into being? What would
you pray for if there was a wildfire in your backyard?



The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Exodus 20:1-17

Ten Commandments

)

Hymn393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

m Opening Discussion

What kind of influence do laws or rules have on people’s lives? What do you think when
you hear a sermon about the Ten Commandments? Why did God teach people the laws
they needed to follow?

m Understanding today’s passage

Understanding today’s passage:

Exodus 20 is a story about the Ten Commandments we are very well familiar with. There
are several lessons that we may learn. First, the Ten Commandments teach believers to
be set apart from the world. People in the world may have heard of the Ten Command-
ments, but they are not interested. They don't have any intention of following them. What
does it mean to them to keep Sabbath day holy, and what does it have to do with not serv—-
ing another god? But saints are different from the people of the world. Believers are peo-
ple who have been called as people of God. They are the ones who have been saved from
the sinful world. They know that God is the Savior and the Lord. They are extraordinary
people who have received commands from God whom the world does not know. Even if
we are still a little far from holiness and perfection, we need to always remember that we
must live according to the laws of God as God's people set apart from this world.

Second, the Ten Commandments are an abiding truth. One of the expressions that de—
fines modern society is “an era without absolute truth.” It's an age when people live as
they see fit. The era of Judges comes to mind, doesn't it? Just as people then did what
they saw fit their opinions, they still insist on their differences and insist that their differ—
ences need to be respected. These days, many of this generation are trying to determine
right and wrong on their own. | don’t know how nicely packaged, evil, and dangerous it
is to say, ‘It is not wrong simply because it’s different.” So, sexually, economically, and
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morally, people judge, decide, and live as they see fit in their own minds. Even among
church—goers there are some who claim that it is impossible and ancient to obey the
words of the Bible and that they should live according to their situations. But the Bible, the
Word of God, is always true, all the time. Right and wrong, good and evil are not what we
decide. If God says good, it is good, and if God says right, it is right. If God says wrong, it is
wrong, and if God says bad, it is bad. We need to always remember that the fear of God is
the beginning of wisdom and listen and obey God’s Word and commandments.

Third, the Ten Commandments require obedience. If you don't expect people to follow,
you won't even make or proclaim laws. The law, of course, demands obedience. The
reason God gave the Law is, of course, a call for obedience. God’s commandments do
not end with listening well and memorizing them in order. King Saul wrongfully thought he
could disobey God's Word and offer sacrifices. We cannot say that we are following the
Word of God without obeying, just as sacrifice without obedience means nothing. | hope
that this obedience is not forced, but rather voluntary out of love. 1 John 5:3 says, “In fact,
this is love for God: to keep his commandments, and his commands are not burdensome.”
Obeying God's commandments because of love for God is not a heavy burden, but a joy.

m Into the Word

What did God proclaim before he gave the Ten Commandments? (20:2) What are the Ten
Commandments? (20:3-17)

m Into our life

Do you acknowledge that God is the savior and guide of your life? \What correlation is there
between the Ten Commandments and the greatest commandments Jesus taught?

m Memory Verse Exodus 20:2

“l am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery.”

[} sharing with your children

Do you follow the rules at home and at school? If not, why? Which commandment of the
Ten Commandment is hard to practice?
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Exodus 30:11-16

Atonement Money Ransom

)

Hymn259 Have You Been to Jesus

m Opening Discussion

If someone paid for my release when | was sold into slavery, what would | have said to that
person? Do you know Jesus who freed me from the slavery of sin and death and led me to
the path of eternal life?

m Understanding today’s passage

Exodus 30 introduces the regulation on ransom. It says adult men over 20 years old need
to pay a half shekel for atonement. Then God will protect their lives and health. Exodus
30:12 says, “When you take a census of the Israelites to count them, each one must pay
the Lord a ransom for his life at the time he is counted. Then no plague will come on them
when you number them.” What does it mean to “atone”? Ransom means money that
pays for sin. At that time, the word “ransom” was used to pay and release slaves or to re—
imburse others for damages. So to give ransom for one’s life is to confess that life comes
from God, and that God alone is the savior of life.

One interesting thing about ransom is that God told everyone to pay the same amount
of ransom. Exodus 30:15 states, “The rich are not to give more than a half shekel and the
poor are not to give less when you make the offering to the Lord to atone for your lives.”
The rich could have afforded more and the poor would have appreciated a little discount.
Why did God require the same amount? The value of the atonement to save our lives is the
same for everyone. Whether we are rich or poor, learned or ignorant, our sins are forgiven
with the same price.

“For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the prop-
ertime” 1 Tim 2:5-6.

The word ‘ransom” used here is the same word for atonement money. In other words,
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to save each one of us Jesus paid the ransom with his own life. The ransom that saves
everyone is paid only by the blood of Jesus Christ. Only grace in the blood of Jesus Christ
saves everyone from their sin and gives eternal life. | pray that each of us may walk with
Jesus Christ, the Savior, in love and gratitude for his saving grace.

m Into the Word

How much did adult men over 20 years old have to pay for atonement money? (30:13)
How was the atonement money used? (30:16)

m Into our life

You will cherish the items that you paid a high price for. Do you cherish yourself? The love
and grace of Jesus Christ who bled and died for me is equally given to others. Do you treat
people around you preciously? y

m Memory Verse Exodus 30:16

“You shall take the atonement money from the people of Israel and shall give it for the ser-
vice of the tent of meeting, that it may bring the people of Israel to remembrance before
the LORD, so as to make atonement for your lives.”

[} sharing with your children

\What comes to your mind when you hear that Jesus died for you? Are you aware that you
are a precious person bought with the life of Jesus?
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MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance: # 3022132
Country : Brazil

Serving At : Leadership Development for Women
in Latin America

Home Country : Brazil, Latin America and the Caribbean

Soares, Andrea Reily Rocha

Andrea Reily Rocha Soares is a missionary with the General Board of
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, serving as a regional
missionary for leadership development with women in Latin America.
Regional missionaries are selected and supported by United Methodist
Women and placed in collaboration with the church’s General Board of
Global Ministries. Andrea was commissioned in October 2015.

Andrea serves as the main connection to the national office of
United Methodist Women on health, empowerment, and gender issues
throughout Latin America. The regional missionary program was
launched in 2000 to support leadership and organizational development
of ministries among women, children, and youth in broad areas.

Andrea is a native of Ribeirdo Preto, Brazil and after November 2015,
an elder in the Methodist Church in Brazil. Prior to entering mission
service, she was assistant pastor of the Central Methodist Church in

Birigui, Brazil. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in religion and



Spanish Cultural Studies from Emory and Henry College in Virginia; a
bachelor’s degree in theology from the Methodist University of Sdo Paulo,
and a Master of Divinity degree in mission studies from Boston University
School of Theology. She has worked as an English teacher and an interim
pastor in Ribeirdo Preto.

Born into a home with a Brazilian Catholic father and an American
Protestant mother, Andrea was surrounded by Christian love, baptized
as an infant, and became a member of the Methodist Church in Brazil at
age 14. Her faith journey, she states, has been one of discovery of “who
God is and who I am. It has been a voyage of learning to love, hope, and
have faith—a journey of living out the extraordinary, of encountering the
divine.”

Her journey included living in Brazil, Chile, Northern Ireland, England,
and the United States in her youthful years. She is a citizen of both Brazil
and the US. Her personal and spiritual search led her to her discovery of
mission. In college, she developed an interest in religious studies and in
teaching. “After four years in college, my sense of inner call to mission
service continued to be confirmed on a regular basis,” she recalls.

Andrea says a “little spark of God’s grace” led her to seminary. In
those years, she worked with immigrant church communities and
did internships with faith-based social organizations in London. She
prepared for many years for mission service, taking in all the experiences
she could in many settings and contexts, constantly searching for
experiences to get her ready for new paths and doors to God’s reign.

She was married to Heber Sanches Soares in May 2015.

Contact Info : areily@umcmission.org
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