
먼저오심 하나님을 알기 이전 이미 우리 삶에 다가오셔서 역사하신 그분의 은혜를 기억합니다.

만나주심 우리가 있는 이 자리에서 그대로 우리를 받아주신 하나님의 은혜를 함께 나눕니다.

다듬으심 우리를 다듬어가시는 하나님의 손길(성결과 성화의 은혜)을 경험합니다.

들어쓰심 주님께 쓰임 받는 사람으로, 거룩한 삶으로 하나님께 영광을 돌리는 기쁨을 함께 나눕니다.

●첫째주소그룹모임 거룩함을지키라 |민수기 3:1–13
●둘째주소그룹모임 믿음의눈으로 |민수기 13:25–33
●셋째주소그룹모임 쳐다본즉모두살리라 |민수기 21:4–9
●넷째주소그룹모임 모세의리더십과새로운지도자 |민수기 27:12–23
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거룩함을 지키라

새422장 거룩하게 하소서
새425장(통217장) 주님의 뜻을 이루소서

정결한 맘 주시옵소서

01 여는 질문

규칙을지키지않아곤란을겪은경험이나규칙이주는유익에대해서이야기해봅시다.

02 본문 이해

하나님은아론의네아들들에게기름부어구별하신후,제사장의임무를맡기셨습니다.제사장들
은하나님을섬기고,제사를드리며,성막에서봉사하고,백성을위해속죄하고,복을비는일을했
습니다(대상6:49, 23:13).성막이완성된후,하나님은성막의기구들에도기름을부어구별하셨
습니다(출40:9–11).왕을세우실때(삼상10:1)와선지자의직무를맡기실때(왕상19:16)에도기
름을부으셨습니다.기름부음받은자들은거룩함을지키며맡겨진직무를감당해야했고,기름부
음받은물건들도모두하나님의것이기에사람이마음대로할수없었습니다.성막의기구들을옮
기는고핫자손이성물을보거나만지면죽게되는이유도(민4:1–10)그로인해하나님의거룩함
이훼손되기때문이었습니다.
하나님이기름부어구별하신자들중아론의두아들들은하나님앞에거룩함을지키지못했습니
다.하나님께서는제사를드릴때반드시성막뜰의불을사용하라고하셨습니다.이또한하나님
이정하신것이므로반드시지켜야하는규례였습니다.그런데나답과아비후는각기향로를가져
다가여호와께서허락하지않으신불을담아분향했고,하나님이정하신시간도지키지않았습니
다.그들은결국불로죽임을당했습니다(민3:4,레10:1–2).이는하나님의경고입니다.하나님이
세우신제사장일지라도,그행위가하나님께제사드리는일일지라도하나님의거룩을훼손한다
면죽음에이를수있다는경고입니다.하나님의뜻대로행하지않거나하나님의것을만홀히여길
때에반드시죄의값을치르게됩니다.
거룩함을지키는것은하나님의것과세상의것을분명히아는데서시작합니다.또한하나님의뜻
과내뜻을구별하는데서시작합니다.세상을살아가는동안우리의뜻과생각이하나님의뜻을앞

첫째 주 소그룹 모임 본문민수기 3:1–131주
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설 때가 얼마나 많이 있습니까? 하나님이 원하시는 것은 작은 것이라도 우리의 지식과 견해가 아닌 
하나님의 뜻대로 행하는 것입니다. 
성막의 일은 제사장들만으로 감당할 수 없었습니다. 하나님은 레위 지파를 택하셔서 성막 봉사를 
돕게 하셨습니다. 하나님은 레위 지파를 이스라엘의 모든 장자를 대신하여 택하시고 하나님의 소
유로 삼으셨습니다. 사실 장자 지파는 르우벤이었지만, 르우벤은 아버지의 첩인 빌하와 동침함으
로 장자의 자격을 잃었습니다(창 35장). 레위인들에게도 하나님의 거룩함을 지키는 것은 그 무엇
보다 중요했습니다. 그러기에 레위 지파는 하나님을 섬기는 성막의 일 외에는 자기를 위한 다른 직
업을 가질 수 없었습니다.
구원받은 성도들은 모두 하나님의 제사장입니다. 성령으로 기름 부음 받아 세상과 구별된 삶을 살
도록 택함을 받은 왕 같은 제사장이요 거룩한 나라요 하나님의 소유된 백성(벧전 2:9)입니다. 하나
님을 섬기고 봉사하는 거룩한 사명을 받은 자들입니다. 이 사명과 직분을 감당키 위해 우리는 날마
다 우리의 거룩함을 지키기 위해 애써야 합니다.

03 말씀 속으로

1. 하나님이 레위 자손을 택하여 사용하신 이유는 무엇입니까? (13절) 

04 삶 속으로

나답과 아비후처럼 하나님의 일을 소홀히 하거나, 하나님의 거룩을 훼손하는 삶의 태도들은 무엇
이 있는지 생각해보고, 거룩한 습관을 세우기 위해 결단합시다.

05 암송 구절 민 3:3

이는 아론의 아들들의 이름이며 그들은 기름 부음을 받고 거룩하게 구별되어 제사장 직분을 위임 
받은 제사장들이라

06 자녀와 나눔

주일 예배(교회학교)를 드릴 때 우리의 마음과 자세는 어떠해야 하는지 이야기해봅시다. 

● 기도 ● 찬양 ● 말씀교제 ● 함께기도 ● 교제
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믿음의 눈으로

새359장(통401장) 천성을 향해 가는 성도들아
새546장(통399장) 주님 약속하신 말씀 위에서

믿음으로 서리라

01 여는 질문

출렁다리를건너본적이있습니까?다리를건너는동안어떤생각이들었나요?

02 본문 이해

출애굽2년,시내광야를떠난지1년이지난때에이스라엘은가나안과매우근접한바란광야에
이르렀습니다.애굽에서노예로살던이스라엘이왕같은제사장이되어서약속의땅에서거룩한
나라를세우는일만남았습니다.그러나이스라엘은이곳에서광야40년과출애굽1세대의절멸
이라는절망적인상황을맞이하게됩니다.
모세는하나님의말씀대로열두지파에서각한명씩을정탐꾼으로선택했습니다.각지파중에서
지휘관된자(2절),이스라엘자손의수령된사람들(3절)이선발되었습니다.이스라엘을하나님의
뜻대로인도하고돌봐야하는사람들이었습니다.누구보다하나님의뜻을알고그뜻대로행하는
자들이어야했습니다.
정탐꾼들은사십일동안약속의땅을돌아보고진으로돌아왔습니다.가나안은하나님께서말씀
하신대로젖과꿀이흐르는땅이었습니다.그들의어깨에커다란포도송이를멘것을보면열매가
풍성한땅이었을것입니다.그들은그복된땅을차지하기만하면됩니다.그런데열두정탐꾼중열
명의보고와다른두명의보고가매우달랐습니다.열명의정탐꾼은그땅이좋기는하지만성읍
은견고하고,클뿐아니라사람들도너무크고강해서우리는들어갈수없다고합니다.반면다른
두정탐꾼중갈렙은“우리가곧올라가서그땅을취하자능히이기리라”(30절)라고말합니다.각
기다른두가지보고를들은이스라엘은소리높여밤새통곡하며모세를원망했습니다.
열두명이모두들어갈수없다고말한것도아닙니다.그땅이척박하고황폐하다는것도아니었습
니다.그럼에도불구하고이스라엘은들어갈수없을것같다는말에만반응합니다.스스로를메뚜
기같이여기며두려움에떨었습니다.차라리애굽으로돌아가거나광야에서죽는게낫겠다고말

둘째 주 소그룹 모임 본문 본문민수기 13:25–332주
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합니다. 이에 갈렙과 여호수아는 옷을 찢으며 이스라엘을 설득합니다. “여호와께서 우리를 기뻐하
시면 우리를 그 땅으로 인도하여 들이시고 그 땅을 우리에게 주시리라…”(민 14:8), “…여호와는 
우리와 함께 하시느니라 그들을 두려워하지 말라 하나”(민 14:9). 두 정탐꾼은 하나님이 주시기로 
약속하신 땅에 대한 확신으로 가득 차 있었습니다. 하나님이 우리와 함께 하시기에 두려워 할 필요
가 없다고 외칩니다. 하나님이 주시기로 약속하셨기에 주저할 까닭이 없다고 설득합니다. 그러나 
이스라엘은 그들이 말한대로, 하나님의 귀에 들린대로(민 14:28) 광야에서 죽임을 당하여, 약속
의 땅에 들어갈 수 없는 처지에까지 이르게 되었습니다. 
두려움 그 자체를 잘못이라고 할 수는 없습니다. 그러나 그 두려움을 이기게 하시는 하나님을 잊어
버리고, 하나님을 원망하는 것은 불신앙입니다. 우리와 함께 하겠노라 약속하신 하나님을 신뢰하
지 않는 것이 바로 불신앙, 불순종의 죄입니다. 노예의 삶에서 구원하시고 비옥한 땅을 주시겠다는 
하나님의 약속을 신뢰하지 못한 출애굽 1세대처럼 어린 양의 피로 구속된 우리가 그 구원의 은혜
를 잊어버리고 하나님의 뜻에 불순종하며 살고 있지는 않은지 돌아보아야 합니다.

03 말씀 속으로

1.   10명의 정탐꾼이 가나안을 차지할 수 없을 것이라고 이야기하는 이유는 무엇입니까?  
(28–29절, 32–33절)

2.   여호수아와 갈렙이 가나안 땅을 차치할 수 있을 것이라고 설득하는 이유는 무엇입니까?  
(민 13:30, 민 14:7–9)

04 삶 속으로

죽음, 질병, 헤어짐, 실패 등 다양한 이유와 종류의 두려움이 삶을 엄습합니다. 두려움을 이기기 위
해 우리는 무엇을 해야 합니까?

05 암송 구절 민 14:8

여호와께서 우리를 기뻐하시면 우리를 그 땅으로 인도하여 들이시고 그 땅을 우리에게 주시리라 
이는 과연 젖과 꿀이 흐르는 땅이니라

06 자녀와 나눔

새 학기가 얼마나 기대되고 설레나요? 또는 마주하기 싫은 두려운 일들이 있나요? 

● 기도 ● 찬양 ● 말씀교제 ● 함께기도 ● 교제
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쳐다본 즉 모두 살리라

새304장(통404장) 그 크신 하나님의 사랑
새250장(통182장) 구주의 십자가 보혈로
새268장(통202장) 죄에서 자유를 얻게함은

01 여는 질문

하나님께서나와내가정,속회와교회에주신가장큰은혜는무엇인지함께나눠봅시다.

02 본문 이해

광야에는수많은위험이도사리고있었습니다.갈증과굶주림,낮의무더위와밤의추위,이방민
족의물리적ㆍ영적공격은물론이고,광야에살고있던뱀과같은맹독성의짐승들도있었을것입
니다.이스라엘이광야를걷는동안뱀에물려죽지않은것조차하나님의보호하심이었습니다.이
스라엘의광야행진은결코쉽지않았습니다.하나님이함께하지않았다면가능하지않았을것입
니다.그러나이스라엘은틈만나면불평으로하나님의마음을아프게했습니다.
광야유랑을마친이스라엘이다시가데스에이르렀습니다.이스라엘은물이없다고불평하기시
작했고,모세는반석을쳐서물을내었습니다.그러나모세는하나님의말씀대로하지않고두번
바위를쳐서하나님의거룩을훼손함으로가나안에들어갈수없게되었습니다.비록가나안에들
어갈수없었지만모세는광야여정을멈추지않았습니다.에돔왕에게그땅을지나가게해달라고
청원을보내지만에돔왕은용납하지않았습니다.
에돔왕의거절에이스라엘은마음이상하였습니다(4절).다시하나님과모세를향한원망을쏟아
냅니다.민수기에등장하는열번째불평입니다. ‘매일먹는만나가이제지겨워서못먹겠다’, ‘우리
는이하찮은음식이싫다’(5절)는것입니다.물이없음에불평하여하나님이물을내어주신지긴
시간이지나지않았습니다.뿐만아니라하나님은애굽에서부터권능과능력으로이스라엘을인
도하시고광야40년을함께하셨습니다.감사할것이차고넘치는데도이스라엘은여전히불평하
고원망하고있습니다.40년을돌보셨음에도여전히땅의것만바라보며하나님이주신약속을붙
들지않았습니다.
하나님은죄에대하여심판하시는분이십니다.불평하는이스라엘에불뱀을보내백성들을물게
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하셨습니다. 많은 사람이 불뱀에 물려 죽게 되자 이스라엘은 저들의 죄를 회개하며 용서를 구합니
다. 하나님은 회개하는 자에게 은혜를 베푸시는 분이십니다. 모세가 하나님의 말씀대로 놋뱀을 장
대에 다니 놋뱀을 보는 자는 모두 살았습니다. 놋뱀이 치료의 능력을 가진 것이 아닙니다. 놋뱀을 
위해 지불해야 할 값이 있었던 것도 아닙니다. 놋뱀을 보는 자를 치료하시는 하나님의 능력을 믿는 
믿음으로 살 수 있었습니다. 순종하면 살고 불순종하면 죽습니다. 
예수님은 영생이 무엇인지 묻는 니고데모에게 “모세가 놋뱀을 들었던 것 같이 인자도 들리울 것” 
(요 3:14)이라고 말씀하셨습니다. 예수님은 우리 죄를 용서하시고 죄의 형벌에서 구원하시기 위해 
친히 십자가에 달리셨습니다. 또 십자가의 예수님을 “믿는 자마다 영생을 주시겠다”(요 3:15)라고 
약속하셨습니다. 그 약속의 말씀을 붙들고 믿음으로 순종하여 영생을 얻는 하나님의 자녀들이 되
시기를 바랍니다.

03 말씀 속으로

1. 이스라엘이 불뱀의 심판에서 구원을 얻을 수 있는 방법은 무엇입니까? (7절)

04 삶 속으로

우리 인생에서 계획한대로 되지 않아서 실망하고 낙담했던 적이 있었습니까? 우리의 뜻대로 일이 
진행되지 않았을 때 우리는 어떻게 반응합니까? 

05 암송 구절 요한복음 3:14-16

모세가 광야에서 뱀을 든 것 같이 인자도 들려야 하리니 이는 그를 믿는 자마다 영생을 얻게 하려 
하심이니라 하나님이 세상을 이처럼 사랑하사 독생자를 주셨으니 이는 그를 믿는 자마다 멸망하
지 않고 영생을 얻게 하려 하심이라

06 자녀와 나눔

예수님을 바라본다는 것은 무엇일까요?

● 기도 ● 찬양 ● 말씀교제 ● 함께기도 ● 교제
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모세의 리더십과 
새로운 지도자

새347장(통382장) 허락하신 새 땅에
새485장(통534장) 세월이 흘러 가는데

누군가 널 위해 기도하네

01 여는 질문

가족이나이웃을위해중보기도한이야기나중보기도의응답을받은경험을나누어봅시다.

02 본문 이해

모세는하나님께서 “네가네조상에게로돌아가리니” (13절)라고말씀하셨을때,하나님께반기
를들지않았습니다. ‘하나님,제가못한다고여러차례거절했음에도저를부르셔서바로앞에세
우시더니,40년을고생하며이스라엘을인도하고,저들의불평과원망을다들으며여기까지왔는
데가나안을바라보라고만하시고죽을것이라고말씀하시니너무한것아닙니까?’라고할법도한
데,오히려모세는믿음의고백과함께이스라엘을위해중보합니다. “여호와,모든육체의생명의
하나님이시여원하건대한사람을이회중위에세워서그로그들앞에출입하며그들을인도하여
출입하게하사여호와의회중이목자없는양과같이되지않게하옵소서”(16–17절).
40년동안모세로하여금차라리여기서죽게하십시오(민11:15)라고할만큼괴롭히던이스라엘
을위해하나님께간구합니다.본인의죽음후에이스라엘을인도할지도자를세워달라고요청했
습니다.모세의추천이나의견도없었습니다.하나님의뜻대로고르시면따르는것입니다.
모세는여호수아를택하신하나님께도온전히순종합니다. 하나님은여호수아를 “그안에영이
머무는자” (18절)라고하시며모세의뒤를이을후계자로세우셨습니다.모세는늘그러했듯“여
호와께서자기에게명령하신대로” (22–23절) 여호수아를가나안정복을이끌새로운지도자로
세웠습니다. 안수하고(18절), 위탁하고(19절), 복종하게(20절) 하였습니다. 모세의모든지도력
을넘긴다는뜻입니다.모세는순종했습니다.
모세의자리는여기까지였습니다.모세가대대로이스라엘에서추앙받는지도자가되었지만,하
나님께서허락하지않으시면가나안에도들어갈수없습니다.교회사역이나직장,가정의일을하
다보면원하지않는때에그만두어야할상황이생깁니다.그러나내가맡은일을마무리하거나,더
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좋은 결과를 위해 내가 필요할 것이라는 착각에 미련을 남기기도 합니다. 하나님의 일은 하나님의 
섭리 가운데 순종하는 사람을 통해 이뤄지는 것입니다. 손을 떼어야 할 때, 새로운 지도자를 위해 
중보하고, 남겨진 사역들이 하나님의 뜻대로 이뤄지도록 기도하는 것도 떠나는 이들에게 주신 하
나님의 사명입니다. 

03 말씀 속으로

1. 모세가 가나안에 들어가지 못하는 이유는 무엇입니까? (민 27:14, 민 20:1–13)

2. 하나님이 여호수아를 택하신 이유는 무엇입니까? (18절)

04 삶 속으로

지금 내가 맡고 있는 공동체의 일원으로서 또는 리더로서 맡겨진 사명과 사람들을 위해 할 수 있는 
일들은 무엇이 있을까요?

05 암송 구절 히브리서 9:15

이로 말미암아 그는 새 언약의 중보자시니 이는 첫 언약 때에 범한 죄에서 속량하려고 죽으사 부르
심을 입은 자로 하여금 영원한 기업의 약속을 얻게 하려 하심이라

06 자녀와 나눔

다치거나 몸이 아플 때 가장 먼저 생각나는 사람은 누구인가요?

● 기도 ● 찬양 ● 말씀교제 ● 함께기도 ● 교제
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01 OpeningDiscussion

Let’s talk about a time when you struggled with not following the rules or when you
realized thebenefits of following the rules?

02 Understanding today’s passage

After anointing Aaron’s four sons, God set them apart and entrusted them with
priestly duties. The priests served God, offered sacrifices, served in the tabernacle,
made atonement for the people, and offered blessings (1 Chr 6:49, 23:13). After the
tabernacle was completed, God also anointed the utensils of the tabernacle to set
themapart (Exod40:9-11). He anointed the king and theprophetswhenhe appoint-
ed a king (1 Sam 10:1) and when he entrusted the office of a prophet (1 Kgs 19:16).
The anointed had to maintain their holiness and perform their assigned duties, and
since all the anointed items belonged to God, men had no control over them. The
reason why the Kohathites who carried the tabernacle’s utensils would die if they
saw or touched the holy things (Num 4:1-10) was because the holiness of God was
damaged.
Among those whom God anointed and set apart, the two sons of Aaron failed to
keep holiness before God. God commanded them to use the fire in the courtyard
of the tabernacle when offering sacrifices. This was also an ordinance that was or-
dained by God and must be followed. But Nadab and Abihu each took their censer
and burned incense with fire that the Lord had not allowed, and they did not follow
the timeset byGod. Theywereeventually killed by fire (Num3:4, Lev 10:1-2). This is
a warning fromGod. It is a warning that even if it is a priest ordained by God, even if
it is a sacrifice to God, if it damages the holiness of God, it may lead to death.When

Keeping Holiness

Make Me Holy in My Life
Have Thine Own Way, Lord
Create in Me a Clean Heart
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you do not do God’s will or neglect God’s things, you will inevitably pay the price for 
your sins.
Keeping holiness begins with a clear knowledge of what is of God and of the world. 
It also begins by distinguishing between God’s will and mine. How many times in our 
lives do our will and thoughts take precedence over God’s will? What God wants is 
for us to do the will of God, not our knowledge and opinion, even if it is a small thing.
The work of the tabernacle could not be handled by the priests alone. God chose the 
tribe of Levi to help with the service of the tabernacle. God chose the tribe of Levi 
to replace all the firstborn of Israel and made it God’s property. In fact, the firstborn 
tribe was Reuben, but Reuben lost his birthright by sleeping with his father’s concu-
bine, Bilhah (Gen 35). For the Levites, keeping God’s holiness was more important 
than anything else. Therefore, the tribe of Levi could not have any other job except 
for the work of the tabernacle to serve God.
All saved saints are priests of God. A royal priesthood, a holy nation, and God’s own 
people (1 Pet 2:9), anointed with the Holy Spirit and chosen to live a life separate 
from the world. They are those who have received a holy mission to serve God. In 
order to fulfill this mission and office, we must strive every day to keep our holiness.

03 Into the Word

1. Why did God choose and use the Levites? (v. 13)

04 Into our life

Like Nadab and Abihu, let’s consider our attitudes in life that neglect God’s work or 
undermine God’s holiness, and let us be determined to establish a holy habit.

05 Memory Verse Numbers 3:3 

“These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, whom he ordained 
to serve as priests.”

06 Sharing with your children

Let’s talk about what our hearts and attitudes should be like when we hold Sunday 
worship services (Sunday School or Youth Group).

Small Group Discussion Guides for January
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01 OpeningDiscussion

Have you ever crossed a suspension bridge? What were your thoughts as you crossed the
bridge?

02 Understanding today’s passage

In the second year of the Exodus, one year after leaving the Wilderness of Sinai, Israel
reached theWilderness of Paran, which was very close to Canaan. All that remained was for
Israel, who had lived as slaves in Egypt, to become a royal priesthood and establish a holy
nation in the Promised Land. However, Israel faces the desperate situation of 40 years in the
wilderness and thedestruction of the first generation of theExodus in thewilderness.
Moses chose one spy from each of the twelve tribes, according to the Word of God. From
each tribe, the commanders (13:2) and the chiefs of the childrenof Israel (13:3)were selected.
Theywere people who had to lead and take care of Israel according to God’s will. They had to
knowGod’swillmore than anyoneelse and act according toHiswill.
The spies toured the Promised Land for forty days and returned to the camp. Canaan was
a land flowing with milk and honey, as God had said. It must have been a land of abundant
fruit, as they carried large clusters of grapes on their shoulders. They only need to occupy
the blessed land. However, the report of ten of the twelve spies was very different from the
report of the other two. The ten spies said that the landwas good, but the citywas strong and
large, and the peoplewere too big and strong for them to enter. Caleb, on the other hand, one
of theother twospies, said, “Let us goup immediately and takepossession of the land, forwe
are well able to overcome it” (Num 13:30). When Israel heard the two different reports, they
raised their voices andwept all night long andcomplained toMoses.
All twelve did not say that they could not successfully enter. Nor did they say that the landwas
barren and desolate. Nevertheless, Israel reacted solely to the report that said it was unlikely
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that they would be able to enter the land. They saw themselves as grasshoppers and were 
terrified. They said they would rather go back to Egypt or die in the wilderness. Caleb and 
Joshua tore their clothes and tried to persuade Israel, “If the Lord is pleased with us, he will 
bring us into the land and give it to us…. The Lord is with us; do not be afraid of them” (Num 
14:8-9). The two spies were full of confidence in the land God had promised to give them. 
They claimed that there is no need to fear because God is with them. God convinced them 
that there was no reason to hesitate because He had promised to give it to them. But Israel 
was killed in the wilderness just as they had said and heard in the ears of God (14:28) to the 
point where they could not enter the Promised Land.
Fear itself cannot be called wrong. However, forgetting God who helps us to overcome that 
fear and blaming God is unbelief. Not trusting in the God who promised to be with us is the sin 
of unbelief and disobedience. Like the first generation of the Israelites in Exodus who did not 
trust God’s promise to deliver them from slavery and give them a fertile land, we, who were 
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, need to reflect on our lives to see if we have forgotten 
the grace of salvation and see if we are living in disobedience to God’s will.

03 Into the Word

1.   Why did the ten spies say that the Israelites would not be able to take Canaan? 
 (Num 13:28-29, 32-33)

2.   Why were Joshua and Caleb persuaded that they would be able to take over the land of Ca-
naan? (Num 13:30, 14:7-9)

04 Into our life

Death, sickness, separation, failure, and many other reasons and types of fear take over our 
lives. What must we do to overcome our fears?

05 Memory Verse Numbers 14:8 

“If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with 
milk and honey.”

06 Sharing with your children

How excited are you about the new school year? Or are there things you fear that you don’t 
want to face?
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01 Opening Discussion

 Let’s share the greatest grace that God has given to me, my family, small group, and 
church.

02 Understanding today’s passage

There were many dangers lurking in the wilderness. Thirst and hunger, the heat of 
the day and the cold of the night, physical and spiritual attacks of the Gentiles, as 
well as the venomous beasts of the wilderness, such as snakes, must have been 
encountered. Because of God’s protection Israel did not get bitten by a snake while 
walking in the wilderness. Israel’s march in the wilderness was never easy. Without 
God it would not have been possible. However, Israel broke God’s heart by com-
plaining whenever they had time.
After wandering in the wilderness, Israel arrived in Kadesh. Israel began to complain 
that there was no water, and Moses struck the rock and water poured out. However, 
Moses did not obey God’s Word and struck the rock twice, thereby damaging the 
holiness of God, so that Moses could not enter Canaan. Although he could not enter 
Canaan, Moses did not stop his journey in the wilderness. He petitioned the King of 
Edom to let them pass through the land, but the King of Edom did not allow it.
Israel was offended by the King of Edom’s refusal (v. 4). Again, they poured out their 
grudges against God and Moses. This is the tenth complaint in Numbers, “I can’t eat 
the manna I eat every day because I’m tired of it” and “We hate this trivial food” (v. 5). 
It was not much earlier that God provided water because they complained about lack 
of water. Not only that, God led Israel with power and might from Egypt and was with 
them for 40 years in the wilderness. Despite the abundance of things to be thankful 
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for, Israel is still complaining and resenting. Even after 40 years of caring for them, they 
still looked only to the earth and did not hold on to the promises God had given them.
God is the judge over sin. He sent fiery serpents to a complaining Israel to bite the 
people. When many people were bitten by fiery serpents, Israel repented of their 
sins and asked for forgiveness. God is gracious to those who repent. Moses car-
ried the bronze serpent on a pole according to God’s command, and everyone who 
looked to the bronze serpent lived. The bronze snake did not have healing powers. 
Nor was there any price to be paid for the bronze serpent. People lived by faith in the 
power of God to heal those who looked at the bronze serpent. If you obey, you live; if 
you disobey, you die.
When Nicodemus asked Jesus what eternal life was, Jesus said, “As Moses lifted 
up the bronze serpent, so will the Son of Man be lifted up” (John 3:14). Jesus Himself 
died on the cross to forgive our sins and to save us from the penalty of sin. He also 
promised that “everyone who believes in Jesus on the cross will have eternal life” (John 
3:15). I hope that you will become the children of God who will receive eternal life by 
holding on to the Word of promise and obeying it in faith.

03 Into the Word

1. How was Israel saved from the judgment of the fiery serpent? (v. 7)

04 Into our life

Have we ever been disappointed and discouraged when things didn’t go as planned 
in our lives? How do we react when things don’t go our way?

05 Memory Verse John 3:14-16

“14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.”

06 Sharing with your children

What does it mean to look to Jesus?
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01 OpeningDiscussion

Let’s share stories of intercession for family or neighbors or experiences of receiving
answers to your intercessory prayers.

02 Understanding today’s passage

Moses did not rebel against God when God said, “You will return to your fathers” (v.
13). “God, even though I refused many times saying I couldn’t do it, you called me
and put me in front of Pharaoh. I suffered for 40 years to lead Israel and listened to
all their complaints and grumblings. Isn’t it too harsh to tell me that I will only have a
glimpse of Canaan before I die?” Instead,Moses intercedes for Israel with a confes-
sion of faith. “O Lord, God the life of all flesh, please raise up aman over this congre-
gation to come and go before them, and to lead them in and out, so that the congre-
gation of theLordwill not become like sheepwithout a shepherd” (vv. 16-17).
He prayed to God for Israel, who tormented him for 40 years to the point that Mo-
ses pleaded to let him die then and there (Num 11:15). He asked for a leader to lead
Israel after his death. There was no recommendation or opinion fromMoses. If God
chooses according toGod’swill, youwill follow it.
Moses iscompletelyobedient to theGodwhochoseJoshua.GodcalledJoshuaas“the
one whose spirit abides in him” (v. 18) and selected him as Moses’ successor. As
always,MosesappointedJoshuaasanew leader to lead theconquest ofCanaan, “as
the Lord commanded him” (Num 22:23). He laid his hands (Num 27:18), entrusted
him (Num 37:19), andmade him submissive (Num 27:20). It means handing over all
the leadership ofMoses to Joshua.Mosesobeyed.
Moses’ rolewas extensive. AlthoughMoses has been a revered leader in Israel from
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generation to generation, he cannot enter Canaan unless God permits him to. When 
we do church ministry, work, or family work, sometimes we come to the point where 
we have to quit even though we don’t want to. However, we sometimes hide regrets 
behind the illusion that I will be needed for better results than be needed to com-
plete the work I started. God’s work is accomplished through those who obey God in 
God’s providence. When we have to let go of our involvement, it is God’s mission for 
us to intercede for new leaders and to pray for the remaining ministries to be fulfilled 
according to God’s will.

03 Into the Word

1. Why was Moses unable to enter Canaan? (v. 14; also see Num 20:1-13)

2. Why did God choose Joshua? (v. 18)

04 Into our life

As a member of this community or as a leader, what can I do for the people and the 
mission entrusted to me?

05 Memory Verse Hebrews 9:15 

“Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.”

06 Sharing with your children

 Who first comes to mind when you are sick or get hurt?
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