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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 2:1-9, 17-19

" God Is Faithful to His Promises

©

Encamped Along the Hills of Light
Standing on the Promises
| am Thine, O Lord, | Have Heard Thy Voice

m Opening Discussion

Do you believe that God will surely complete His promises in His time?

m Understanding today’s passage

God commanded the Israelites to go into the land of Canaan and conquer it. God promised
Abraham and Isaac, the ancestors of the Israelites that God will give the land of Canaan to the

Israelites and He kept his promise a couple of hundred years later. The promise was finally
completed after 40 years in the wilderness following the exodus from Egypt and arriving at
Mount Sinai. God also remembered the covenant with Esau, the brother of Israel and Lot, and
He gave the lands to the descendants of the Moabites and Edomites. This proved that the
promises of God go beyond the limits of time and space and His promises are surely complet—
edforevery person.

It took 38 years just to make an attempt to enter the land of Canaan after the time when the
Israelites blamed and disobeyed God by the negative reports from the spies at Kadesh-Bar-
nea. This is the result of the behaviors among the Israelites who did not fully trust and obey
God. If the Israelites trusted God's will and power and fully obeyed God, they could have
conquered the Canaanites in 2 years. However, after witnessing how big and strong the Ca-
naanites were and how their fortresses were solid and strong, the Israelites felt defeated and
discouraged. They blamed God that they would never be able to defeat the Canaanites. The
Israelites talked among themselves that they would be totally destroyed by the Canaanites
and that they would rather die in the middle of the wilderness instead of being killed by the
Canaanites as they engage in battle. God let the predictions of the Israelites come true as
they spoke it. Their fear, anticipation, and blame made it happen. As result, no one in the first
generation of the exodus who was over 20 years old except Caleb and Joshua survived and
entered the land of Canaan. However, after 38 years, the new generation of the Israelites
developed a deeper faith that God will definitely complete His promises no matter what. Their
absolute faith in God made the impossible possible.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

God is faithful, true to Himself, and always sincere in His promises. Therefore, the promise
God made with you will definitely be completed. However, we have to remember that the
promise of God willbe done in God's own willand God’s own way.

\We want God's promise to be completed in our time, in our favorite ways, and in our antici—
pated processes. We assume that it should be completed how we believe and how we pray.
However the promise of God is completed in God’s time, God'’s favored ways, and the best
methods of God’s anticipation. It would be the best blessing and grace to witness how God'’s
promise is completed in God’s own ways since God's will, power, and authority are tran—
scended over human’s. Even though it took over 40 years, God'’s promise on conquering the
land of Canaan is completed. It was the best time for the Israelites to conquer the Canaanites.
Let us trust that God surely keeps his promises in the best time and best ways.

m Into the Word

1. What are the reasons for believers to not worry about anything in any situation? (v. 7)

2. How did God prove that He is faithful with His promises in other matters for the Israelites
along with the conquering of the Canaanites? (vv. 5,9,19)

m Into our life

1. Have you ever received answers to your prayers after faithfully enduring for a long time?

2. Do you anticipate God's blessings and grace to be completed in God’s ways and time or in
your ways and time?
m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 2.7

For the Lord, your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He knows you're going
through this great wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you. You
have lacked nothing.”

m Sharing with your children

1. Can you wait and keep praying to God even in the times when the answer to your prayers is
delayed?

2. Do you believe that all the promised blessings of God in the Bible would be completed in
God's time?
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 4:1-13

-~ Whatever You Say

©

Come to the Saviour, Make no Delay
Whosoever Heareth, Shout, Shout the Sound
Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise

m Opening Discussion

Between the laws and rules of the world and God’s laws and commands, which is more im-
portant to you? Which one do you prefer to follow?

m Understanding today’s passage

This text is the conclusion of the first of three farewell sermons that Moses delivered right
before his entry into Canaan. It refers to the blessings that were given when they obeyed
God's commands. Moses instructs the Israelites to obey God's law that becomes the source
of power and authority to make Israel a great and powerful nation.

God's law for Israel was to provide God's special providence to bless and prosper Israel. Set-
ting apart Israel to be a holy chosen nation that worships and obeys God was to let all nations
fear God and let all nations know that He is the true one and holy God. Therefore, the law was
the foundation and guidance for the lives of the Israelites. God's laws were their duty and re-
sponsibility to keep and obey.

The relationship between God and man is simple. It is a relationship where God commands
and humans obey. But aren’t we obedient only to what we can accept when it falls under our
common sense and logic? It means that the limits of obedience are set. We justify that even
God must not deviate from common sense and rational thinking.

And it means my common sense and rationality and the standard of living are more import-
ant than God'’s will, right? In the Bible, there are many promises of God'’s blessings, namely,
the covenant of a blessing. However, it is clear that God's covenant of a blessing sets a clear
boundary of obedience. “Whatever God says,” must be obeyed. There is no negotiation
outside this condition. Whatever God says, directs, or commands, God’s covenant must be
fulfilled according to God'’s words, direction and order regardless of your logic, situations,
emotions, and volition.

Conquering Canaan required absolute obedience. It was because the conquest of Canaan
was impossible with the power and strength of man. However, the conquest of Canaan was

158



Small Group Discussion Guides for January

something God had already planned, and it was the path that God led with His power. There-
fore, Israel had to absolutely obey God who was leading them. Our lives are entirely in the
hands of God. If we truly believe and trust in God, all we have to do is obey “whatever God
says.”

m Into the Word

1. What is the standard of obedience that God requires of his people? (v. 2)

2. What was God's blessing to Israel who kept the law? (vv. 1,6)

m Into our life

1. Among God'’s commands, what are some things you can obey and some things you cannot
obey?

2. Which do you trust more and make it as your living standard: your common sense, your
knowledge, or the Word of God?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 4:2

Do not add or subtract from the words | command you, but keep the commandments of the
LORD your God that | give you.

[} Sharing with your children

1. Do you believe that anything can be accomplished if God speaks and commands it?

2. Can you obey whatever God says?
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Deuteronomy 12:1-3, 29-32

" You Cannot Serve Two Masters

©

O Worship The King All Glorious Above
Jesus, My Lord to Thee | Cry
To Jesus Who Redeemed Me My life, My Love | Give to Thee

m Opening Discussion

\We confess that we love God. But do you really love God wholeheartedly?

m Understanding today’s passage

After conquering the Canaanites and entering into Canaan, God commanded the Israelites to
destroy all idols that had filled the land with sin and that had polluted the land. Canaan was a
land of blessings flowing with milk and honey that God had promised to give to Israel through
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God wanted this land to flow with God's good ‘milk and honey’.
When the land was filled with His righteousness, the abundance and blessings from God
were to overflow in the land. Therefore, in order to have Canaan become a righteous nation
ruled by God, all detestable idols and sins had to be eradicated in advance.

After Israel conquered Canaan, they had to get rid of all idols that could turn Israel’s hearts
away from God and remove all the sinful elements that would tempt them. God said that
nothing should be more precious and be more loved than God, and there cannot be human
laws that take precedence over God's commandments. You cannot serve God and the world
at the same time. Just as a servant cannot serve two masters, so those who believed in God
could value nothing more than God. Obeying God's commandments and laws had to be the
top priority inlife.

For humans, it is impossible to love and treat people or things the same. There is a Korean
expression regarding the love of their children. There are no differentials between any chil-
dren as all ten fingers feel the same pain if it gets bitten. But the intensity of the pain for each
finger could be different. There are definitely children who are more sympathetic than other
children. There are certain things that you value more and love more than a particular some-
thing. Likewise, not all people will receive God's love because there will be people who reject
God's love. Those who love God, obey His Word wholeheartedly and act according to His
Word, God considers them special and He values them. Jesus says: “No man can serve two
masters; either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
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despise the other, for ye cannot serve both God and riches” (Matthew 6:24). As Christians,
we cannot serve both God and the world. | am not saying the world and wealth are horrible. As
Christ-followers, our God should be honored and feared above all things and His name should
be glorified. We ought to acknowledge all wealth is entrusted to me by God and | should use
it to give glory to God. Those who love God the most will be loved by God, and those who
exalt God the most will be exalted by God. It is a clear fact that God loves those who love Him.
Therefore, it should be our deepest desire to live as a child of God.

m Into the Word

1. What were the commandments and ordinances that Israel had to keep in Canaan for the
rest of their lives as the highest priority for them? (vv. 1-3)

2. Why did God tell Israel to destroy idols as the first thing they ought to do when they entered
Canaan? (vv. 29-31)

m Into our life

1. If there is something you love and value more than God, it is an idol. What is your idol that
you serve?

2. Do you love and honor God wholeheartedly, or is God for your convenience when you are
desperate orin need?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 12:32

Be careful to do all these words that | am commanding you, and you must not add to them or
take away from them.

m Sharing with your children

1. Canyou love God above all things?

2. Canyou promise in your prayer that you will obey the Word of God and live accordingly?
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Deuteronomy 20:10-20

Spiritual War of Israel

©

Encamped Along the Hills of Light
They That Wait upon the Lord
There’s a Royal Banner

m Opening Discussion

s it your utmost value and goal to reveal the glory of God and lift up the name of Jesus Christ?

m Understanding today’s passage

God gave regulations of war to Israel in order to conquer the land of Canaan. The campaign of
Canaan'’s conquest was supposed to be a holy war to establish a nation where the righteous-
ness of God prevailed. Israel, however, should not have done unrighteous things disgracing
the justice of God even if Israel won the war by defeating the enemies. Therefore, this war
was not an easy one which is why Israel sought the will of God as well as the help of God. That
is the very reason why the spiritual war of Christians is difficult. There are many situations that
obscure whether something is right or wrong. There is a time for us to give in to things which
surely would be for my benefit. There is a time for us to be criticized even if we did the right
thing. There is a time for us to give up things for someone else even if we desperately need
them. There is a time for us to turn things down even if we have irresistible opportunities.
There is a time for us to do things even if we don't want to. Because of the difficulty of our
spiritual war, even though we must win this war, we always have to seek God's will and help.
In general, the word “fight” has a negative connotation. God, however, gave Israel the strict
commandment to fight. Fighting is not good. Then why did God ask his chosen people to be
fighters? It is because fighting is not always bad. That is, there is a good war. 1 Timothy 6:12
explains this as “the good fight of the faith.” The good fight of Israel’s faith was the proclama-
tion of the desolation of those enemies against God, the unchangeable truth of the victory to
those following and obeying God'’s will, and the absolute truth of God'’s reign with righteous-
ness.

We have to fight the good fight of the faith to be Christians witnessing God'’s justice. This
fight is the fight that we must absolutely win to protect our faith in the name of God. There
are events where we must fight the good fight of faith such as fighting against those who
keep us from praying to God and reading the Bible, fighting lust of the flesh, fighting against
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the lure of money, fighting against hate and jealousy, fighting against arrogance and greed,
fighting against an unforgiving mind, and fighting against injustice. Let’s get the victory of the
good fight. Because it is difficult for us to win regardless of the good fight, we must fight the
spiritual war with the faith of God's promise to be with us and with dependence on God'’s will.
[tis the flag of lifting the glory of God and the name of Jesus that we must raise in our spiritual
war. If the goal of our spiritual war is lifting the glory of God and the name of Jesus Christ and
building up the virtue of believers, God will give us victory and use us as a precious means of
revealing the glory of God.
m Into the Word
1. Why did God command Israel to destroy the Canaanites completely, even if he allowed the

peace treaty with the peoples outside the land of Canaan? (20:17-18)

2. What must be the standard of deeds and rules of conduct in the Christian spiritual war?
(20:17)

m Into our life

1. What do |, as a Christian, have to eliminate completely in order to fight the spiritual war in
the world?

2. Am lliving for either the glory of God or for my glory, my satisfaction, and my pleasure?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 20:17

But you shall devote them to complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Ca-
naanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the Lord your God has com-
manded.

m Sharing with your children

1. When my thoughts and God's words are different, can | obey God's will?

2. Am I willing to give up what | like for God'’s sake?
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The fifth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 15-19

~Consequences of Obedience
and Disobedience

©

Hear Longings
Trust and Obey
Are Ye Able, Said the Master

m Opening Discussion

What are the worldly temptations that cause my heart to turn away from God even though |
know | must obey God's Word?

m Understanding today’s passage

Israel was able to decide for themselves their future before God. God has made Israel’s fu-
ture in Canaan dependent upon Israel themselves. While He made it clear that blessings are
the result of obedience and curses the result of disobedience, He said that all blessings and
curses will be given as a result of Israel’s choices. Identity and status do not always guarantee
blessing and salvation. Even if Israel was a distinct chosen people, their disobedience would
have brought judgment. God's Word was clear and easy to understand. The result of disobe—-
dience was judgment, and the fruits of obedience were prosperity and blessing.

The words “obedience”™ and “fulfillment of the covenant” are inseparable. The condition of
obedience must be fulfilled so that the covenant of God's blessing will be fulfilled in our fu-
ture. Thus, these words become a conditional future tense. The condition of obedience in the
present must be satisfied, so that the covenant of blessing can be fulfilled in our future. Amid
the pain and anxiety of human life, God fulfills the covenant of blessing through obedience.
Our life is not easy. There are far more things that don’'t happen than things that go according
to our will. There are more prayers not answered than those answered even if we pray. We
don't know how many times the difficulties we face in our homes, at work, in our businesses,
in our studies, and in our lives seem insurmountable. \We are blocked on all sides and there
is no exit. But when there is no way out, we must rely on God for the only way out. Because
in any circumstance, through absolute obedience to God, | fulfill the covenant that God has
promised me. People always face a situation in which they have to choose something. Not
only are you in the midst of life’'s major events such as going to school, employment, marriage,
immigration, but also shopping, eating, and working — you always have to make day-to—-day
choices. In this way, when you make clear decisions and judgments about everything big and
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small, and choose the right one, you won't regret it. God also asks us to make clear choices
before Him. “Will you become one who prays or a sinner who rests in prayer?” “Will you follow
the Word of God and live in obedience to it, or will you chase after the world and pursue the
joy and pleasure of the world?” “Will you be a church-builder or a church-destroyer?” “Will
you be the one who leads others or the one who is dragged around by others?” God asks us to
choose between living the life set aside as the one who is called by God or being a person who
is conformed to the world in compromise. God has placed ‘life, blessing, death, and curse”
before me. The choice is simple. It is an alternative between obedience according to God’s
Will or disobedience to live according to my life and my will. Choice is in my hand. And I have to
be responsible for the consequences of that choice.

m Into the Word

1. What has God placed as conditions and consequences of the choice before Israel?
(28:1,15)

2. |s there anything | think has been unfairly given to me in the present that are the conse-
quences of right choices in my past?

m Into our life

1. The blessings and curses of my life are given only as a result of the choices | have made. As
a result of my choices, will | be blessed with salvation and eternal life, or will | be rebuked
and disciplined? Let’s be honest with ourselves.

2. s there anything you think that the results of the right choices in my past have now been
given to me unfairly?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 28:1

And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his command-
ments that | command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of
the earth.

m Sharing with your children

1. Doyou believe that God knows everything | have said and done and will repay me exactly as
| have done?

2. Is God always fair and fair to me, or is He unfair?
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