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Small
Croup
Study

Daniel's Prayer [ -

Recognized as a Man of Prayer
ir

| Must Tell Jesus
Nearer, my God, to Thee
Yield Not To Temptation

[D] Opening Discussion

How many times do you pray a day? Share some of the contents of your prayer.

[Dj] Understanding today’s passage

According to scholars’ chronological classifications, Daniel was taken captive to Babylon when he
was about 15 years old. When southern Judah is invaded and King Jehoiakim is taken to Babylon,
young Daniel and his friends are taken to Babylon with him. This reveals how the victorious Baby-
lonians are taking the children of the king of Southern Judah and their servants as pawns, making
Southern Judah a vassal state of Babylon. Imagine the feelings of Daniel and his friends. They wit-
nessed the horrors of war firsthand at an early age. Young Daniel and his friends must have been ter-
rified by the harsh conditions of being separated from their parents and taken to Babylon. Under mis—
erable circumstances, the first incident Daniel and his friends encountered was to reject the king's
orders. “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief
official for permission not to defile himself this way” (Dan 1:8). Daniel's situation is so distressing that
it even seems more reckless to have violated the king's orders at such an early age. Through this
event, even if it is written that God ‘gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and
learning” (Dan 1:17), in the end it may not be a “loss,” but he would not have rejected the royal court’s
laws in anticipation of this outcome. Clearly, Daniel had faith to kneel one—on-one before God and
ask for supplication at or before the time he made his decision.

As Daniel interprets King Nebuchadnezzar's dreams, Daniel’s friends are thrown into the furnace and
the events of King Belshazzar unfold, Daniel’s life is built more firmly in faith. Through this process,
Daniel is thrown into the lions’ den during the reign of King Darius. The chief ministers and dignitaries
of Babylon were jealous of Daniel and sought permission from King Darius to frame him to “enforce
the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except the king,
shall be thrown into the lions” den” (Dan 6:7).

Inthe NIV Bible, “ask” is translated as “pray” and in the ESV Bible it is translated as “petition” to God,
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indicating that the prime ministers and dignitaries attacked Daniel’s prayer. In other words, among
the Gentiles, Daniel was recognized as a man of prayer to God. Moreover, Daniel's prayer was a ‘prayer
of thanksgiving.” Here we must ask. What kind of prayer of thanksgiving was Daniel saying three
times a day? Even before interpreting King Nebuchadnezzar's dreams, what prayer of thanksgiving
did Daniel offer when he made up his mind? Was he grateful to survive the war or to be taken hostage
but to be prime minister? What was God'’s will that caused Daniel to have many visions of the future?
Daniel’s prayer of thanksgiving would not have been a prayer of thanksgiving to the present, looking
only to the past. Daniel's prayer must have been a prayer of thanksgiving for the future, including the
pastand present. Thus, Daniel, the man of prayer, prayed, knowing that he would be thrown into the
lions” den. He would have said a prayer of thanksgiving for God's guidance and thanksgiving for God’s
protection. Instead of saying, “Thank you for nothing,” Daniel was praying, “Thank you for making me
believe that you will be with me in anything.” That's why God even gave him the future. | earnestly
hope that Daniel’s prayer of thanksgiving to God will be a prayer of thanksgiving for all believers.

[]:U] Into the Word

* How long was Daniel’s test? (v. 7)

* How is Daniel praying? (v. 10)

[]]j] Into our life

* What prayer did you say to God today? If you said a prayer of thanksgiving, was it in the past,
present, or future tense?

* What would you do if you were given a situation (like Daniel’s) in which you could not be penalized if
you did not pray to God for only 30 days out of 365 days? (What if you have to hide your faith to avoid
punishment?)

(7] Memory Verse | Daniel 6:10

“Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the
windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving
thanks to his god, just as he had done before.”

[Dj] Sharing with your children

Did you do anything different from what you thought you should do so as not to be scolded? Describe
how you felt.
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Daniel's Prayer I1 -

A Prayer of True Repentance
ir

Sweet Hour of Prayer
Open My Eyes, that | May See
The Trusting Heart to Jesus Clings

[D] Opening Discussion

\When you pray, what words are repeated in your prayer? What prayer habits do you have?

(7] Understanding today’s passage

Daniel learned from the scriptures, according to the Word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet,
that the Babylonian captivity would end soon and he began to pray about it. His prayer was a prayer
of waiting. It was for the coming salvation and future restoration. Daniel’s prayer was structured
through format and content. First, Daniel prepared the format of how he would enter the prayer by
fasting and putting on sackcloth and ashes to enter into the prayer of petition (v. 3). Celebrating the
end of captivity seemed appropriate but instead, he composes himself with the attitude of repen-
tance. As he awaits restoration, he readies himself with holy consecration.

Second, Daniel confesses all of his sins without withholding anything. He acknowledges the reason
for the captivity. “[W]e have turned away from your commands and laws. We have not listened to
your servants, the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to
all the people of the land” (vv. 5-6).

Third, he was also acknowledging God’s attributes in his prayer. “O Lord, great and awesome God
who is faithful to his covenant with those who love him and keep his commandments” (v. 4). You are
righteous, O Lord, but we are humiliated this day (v. 7). O Lord our God, who brought your people out
of the land of Egypt with great power and made a name for yourself that is remembered to this day—
we have sinned and behaved wickedly (v. 15). Knowing the persona of the one who receives the
prayer is vital to guard against arrogance (exalting oneself or indulging in self-conceit and self-pity).
Lastly, Daniel shows how we should reclaim God's covenant. Listen attentively, my God, and hear!
Open your eyes and look at our desolate ruins and the city called by your name. For it is not because
of our own righteous deeds that we are praying to you, but because your compassion isabundant (v.
18).

Daniel followed the pattern of King Solomon when the king offered the prayer of dedication as he
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finished the temple construction (1 Kgs 8). His intent in using the expression “a city named by the
name of the Lord” and “the temple and the curtains” was to make a petition to reinstate God’s cov—
enant and ask God to make it valid for His people. Also, he humbly acknowledged before God that it
is not human righteousness that will save, but that the righteous will be saved through God's mercy.
This is a product of a humble person who was trained and disciplined with thanksgiving and fear of
the Lord. We need to be reminded that these are the prayers that will move God's heart. It will move
God's heart to answer our prayers and God will receive it with delight (v. 23). | pray that we can learn
from a well=formatted and good content prayer of the prophet Daniel. We also can be disciplined in
our prayers so that our prayers will be answered according to God'’s perfect plan.

[[D] Into the Word

*What was the cause of sin, crime, disobedience, evil acts and rebellion which were confessed in
Daniel’s prayer? (vv. 6, 10-11)

* What does Daniel mean by paying the price (being punished) for sin? (vwv. 7,8, 16)

[]:D] Into our life

» God delivers his Words through God'’s servant prophets. (vv. 6, 10) Then who are the servant
prophets giving God'’s words?

» Do you believe that there are true servants of God? How can we verify what s God's \Word or not? (v.
7.11)

(7] Memory Verse | Daniel 9:18

O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is
called by your name. For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but
because of your great mercy.

[Dj] Sharing with your children

How do you pray? What worries you the most when you pray to God?
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Israel Turned Away From Jehovah

and Became a Nation of Adultery
ir

Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay
0, Come Home
Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling

[D] Opening Discussion

Read Hosea 1:2 and share your honest thoughts.

[[D] Understanding today’s passage

Some of the incidents in the Bible are so extreme to the point of being disturbing. The first example
is from Exodus 32. After Moses’ delayed return from Mt. Sinai as he met with God, the people and
Aaron made a golden calf —calling it a god that brought them out of Egypt —and offered burnt offer-
ings and fellowship offerings before it. They ate, drank and celebrated. The result of this worship
caused the death of 3000 people and the dead were recorded as brothers, friends and neighbors. At
the end of this incident, Moses said, “You have been consecrated today for the Lord, for each of you
was against his son or his brother, so he has given a blessing to you today” (Exod 32:29). According
to Moses, this was the time the Levites were setting themselves apart and gave themselves to the
Lord.

By the way, this may have been a moment filled with conflict as the emotions of sorrow and pain
were experienced when they had to kill their sons and siblings who had committed idolatry. Killing
family and friends could have been the most tragic event for them. They must have thought, “Why
them? Why do we have to kill them?”

The second example comes from Joshua 2. When the city of Jericho was destroyed, God com-
manded them to bring valuable objects to God’s treasury of the Lord’s house, and people were not
to keep them. But Achan stole the goods. Because of his action, Achan and his family had to be pun-
ished. Like the first incident, Joshua and the Israelites took part in the killing of a man and his family.
Most likely, the siblings of Achan and his neighbors may have thought, “Why them? What about
me?”

Second, in Joshua 10, Joshua and his army destroy numerous nations. They had to annihilate those
nations, and while doing it, they may have thought, “l want to stop killing.” As they were witnessing
the death of many people, they may have wondered, “Why do | have to kill?” Lastly, this is the story
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of Hosea from Hosea 1. When he heard from God, “Go take yourself an adulterous wife and children
of unfaithfulness.” Hosea may have questioned, “Why me?”

All of the above incidents were carried out under God's judgment, and we may accept this without
much thought. However, the pain of the people who were engaged in the battles can't be over-
looked. After much contemplation and reflection, | gleaned something. | believe it was a hard de—
cision for God to take peoples’ lives. God had no delight in this. He is the one who gave life and took
away lives and God'’s pain and agony can't be fathomed.

Hoses took Gomer, the prostitute, as his wife and had three children: Jezreel, Loruhama, and Loam—
mi. God took in Israel and the children of all nations. God's heart may have been more afflicted than
Hosea's. In our daily life, sometimes we question, “Why me” and we hear God saying, “Why not
you?” God endures all things, and | pray that we will be able to have the heart of our heavenly Father.

[Dj] Into the Word

* Whatare the names of Hosea'’s children, and what do they mean? (vv. 4-9)

* How does God want to save Israel? (v. 7)

[[D] Into our life

* \What was the final purpose and lesson that God was trying to achieve through Hosea? (v. 10)

* What s the overall meaning of “becoming a child of God?” What does the expression “child of God”
mean to you?

(7] Memory Verse | Hosea 1:10

Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured
or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to
them, “Children of the living God.”

[Dj] Sharing with your children

How do you think parents feel when their child doesn't comply?
At the same time, share how children feel when their parents disagree with them.
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[srael, Come Back to YHWH

53

God's Great Grace It Has Brought Us
The Love of God is Greater Far
Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound!

[[D] Opening Discussion

Share how you felt when you lost your precious and beloved treasure(s).

[[D] Understanding today’s passage

Who would be sad and disappointed most if the kingdom of God is getting destroyed? You are right.
The King of that kingdom would be sad and heartbroken most if the kingdom is getting destroyed. It
is absolutely impossible to think that a king wants his own kingdom to be destroyed since the king is
the very representative of the whole authority and a great number of people revere the king. Like—
wise, it would be God who would be sad and heartbroken most for the destruction of Israel. In Hosea
11, God described Israel as a young child and informed that God's love and care for Israel has been
long and deep. In Hosea 12, God mentioned that He remembers the life journey of Jacob until Jacob
confessed that YHWH was his God. Therefore, God confirmed that He has been faithful to keep
the covenant which God made with Abraham. In other words, there is no reason why God would be
pleased or want the destruction of Israel. However, God continually proclaimed judgment over Israel
and spoke through various prophets that Israel would be destroyed. There is an underlying basis why
God would want to solve some fundamental problems of Israel through the judgments. It is idol wor-
ship. God wanted to punish the Israelites to cut off from their every words and deeds related to idol
worship which is stated in Hosea 14:3 “Say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made.” In other
words, God did not pour down judgment to destroy the Israelites, but God wanted to heal the land of
Israel who worshiped, bowed down and relied on what they made with their hands. So God allowed
them to fall into the hands of their neighboring countries temporarily. Despite the deep consideration
and faithfulness of God, the Israelites repeated their mistakes. The judgments of God continued
through generations since the Israelites never gave up the sinful ways of relying on what they made
with their hands. This became their sinful habits. God revealed His steadfast love which desired to
repair the sinful nature and habits of Israel through the dramatic marriage between the prophet Ho-
sea and the prostitute Gomer. And even in the midst of the infidelity and broken relationship between
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Gomeland the prophet Hosea, God commanded them to keep their marriage. This is a revelation and
commandment that eventually the long term and fundamental sinfulness of idolatry in the Israelites
would be healed by God's faithfulness and steadfast love.

Who would keep their marriage and family in modern society if they were in Hosea’s situation? It
would be almost impossible. No one would blame nor judge modern day Hosea if he breaks up his
marriage and family. God wants to instruct us that getting divorced due to the issue of relying on what
we made with our own hands will not solve any problem. Only the steadfast love of God which will
never give up on anyone in any case will heal the idol worship issues in any relationship. Let us learn
that every issue in family relationships starts with idol worship — relying on what we made with our
own hands. Only the way of God which heals these problems with His own steadfast love will solve
our family problems. | pray that your family relationships be restored by God's steadfast love.

[Dj] Into the Word

* What do we need to bringand what kind of mindset do we need to have when we approach God? (vv. 2-3)

« What does it mean to be healed by God? (vv. 3-4)

[[D] Into our life

* Imagine what will happen in your life when God's work of restoration starts. Then share with the group. (vv.
5-8)

* Imagine the cases when the restoration of God'’s works began but was rejected or not completedin
some people’s lives. Then share with the group. (v. 9)

(7] Memory Verse | Hosea 14:3

Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our God, to the work
of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.

[Dj] Sharing with your children

Read verse 3and share when in our lives we could be “saying ‘Our God’ to what our own hands have
made.”
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