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Small
Group
Study

Our True Citizenship

ir

Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken
Yield Not To Temptation
Are You Weary

(7] Opening Discussion

Where is your true citizenship?

(7] Understanding today’s passage

When we read Job b, a continuation of Eliphaz’s discourse from Job 4, we can see
that the chapter opens with a harsh response to Job. Job, who lost everything he had,
even his children, and who is now going through hardship, seems to hold down his
fury. Eliphaz continues to humiliate him, implying that Job is not an innocent victim of
the calamities that he is experiencing.

The harshest criticism comes in the next verse. Eliphaz says, “Their children are far
from safety, they are crushed in the gate, and there is no one to deliver them.” (v. 4)
Eliphaz seems to assert that the tragic demise of Job's children is in fact Job’s respon-
sibility. Because Job is somehow impious and wicked, his children could have not
been protected.

One interesting point in Eliphaz’'s words in verse 4 is his reference to the gate which
refers to the city gate. In ancient Israel, the city gate is where justice was dispensed,
official transactions were completed, and final decisions were made for legal cas—
es. So, when Eliphaz mentions that children are not safe but crushed in the gate, he
means that Job’s children are not the ones who would be protected by the law, even
the heavenly law. For Eliphaz, there are no other reasons but Job’s own impiousness
and wickedness which lead to his suffering.

When we or our friends suffer, we begin to think, “What have | done?” or “What has
he/she done?” Sadly, it is not a question we can answer all the time. Sometimes, we
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did do something bad but sometimes we didn’t and have no answer. Sometimes, our
life doesn't work based on cause and effect.

Sometimes, we suffer for no reason, meaning it is beyond our comprehension and
knowledge. But suffering becomes greater if it is caused by something that happens
to our children. If we are in this distressing situation, we tend to give up our faith. But
we shouldn’t do that because we belong to the kingdom of heaven.

70 Into the Word

* Howis God’s dispensing of His justice and mercy described? (vv. 10-11)

[T Into our life

*When is suffering even more difficult?

[Tl Memory Verse | Job 5:9-11

9who does great things and unsearchable, marvelous things without number:
19he gives rain on the earth and sends waters on the fields:
he sets on high those who are lowly, and those who mourn are lifted to safety.

[]:ﬂ] Sharing with your children

Ask your child(ren) what makes them the angriest and based on the passage talk about
what the consequences of anger are.
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Small
Group
Study

Windy Knowledge

ir

Come into My Heart, Blessed Jesus
More About Jesus Would | Know
Simply Trusting Every Day

(7] Opening Discussion

Are people around you encouraged by you in their faith seeking journey?

(7] Understanding today’s passage

It is very interesting but at some point, we feel pity for Job when we read the Book of
Job. It's because even though he was “blameless and upright, one who feared God
and turned away from evil” (1:1), he suffered a lot. His situation doesn’t change even
through the first one third of the book.

Furthermore, no one is willing to understand Job and console him for his suffering and
losses. So, Job finally spoke to God as if he was in a courtroom (13:20-28). But soon,
he is accused by his friend again. In Job 15:2, Eliphaz says, “Should the wise answer
with windy knowledge, and fill themselves with the east wind?” Eliphaz believes that
Job’s “windy knowledge” makes him think that he is innocent. Eliphaz compares Job’s
knowledge with the “east wind.” Why the east wind?

We know that Job is a man who lives in the land of Uz. There are a couple of possible
locations for Uz. One of the possible places is below the Dead Sea, where the Edomite
lived. The Arabian Desert is to the southeast. So, the “east wind” is the wind that is
blowing from the desert. Therefore, this wind is very dusty, very hot, and very dry. It
parches and withers everything.

Actually, the Old Testament mentions this east wind in many places, and it is described
as a destructive force. The Book of Job is not that different. Job 1:18-19 describes how
Job’s children died. Job 1:19 says, “and suddenly a great wind came across the des-
ert, struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are
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dead; | alone have escaped to tell you.” It’s the same wind blowing from the east. So,
when Eliphaz says that Job’s knowledge is like the east wind, he means that his mere
knowledge destroyed everything that he had including his children and himself as well.
But we know Job is innocent and Eliphaz, along with other friends, is later rebuked by
God. In fact, the knowledge that Eliphaz has is like the east wind that hurts Job more.
Eliphaz's knowledge doesn’t console Job and doesn't help him to overcome the suf-
ferings. Rather, his knowledge is like salt and he pours salt on Job’s open wounds.
Knowledge is indispensable. Depending on how deep our knowledge is on specific
fields or businesses, we can be very successful and thrive. But the Book of Job begs
us to answer whether our knowledge is a life-giving wind or a destructive wind. We
don’t have to think about other worldly knowledge. We can limit our scope and think
only about our knowledge about God. Does our knowledge about God help us to come
closer to God everyday? Does it encourage others to encounter God and come back to
God? If not, our knowledge about God is like Eliphaz's, like the east wind.

7] Into the Word

» How does Eliphaz describe the unwise? (v. 3)

[[D] Into our life

*\When we are with others, what are the topics we talk about?

[T Memory Verse | Job 1515

Behold, God puts no trust in his holy ones, and the heavens are not pure in his sight:

(7] Sharing with your children

Ask your child(ren) what is their understanding of being successful in their studies and
extracurricular activities. Also talk about whether our worldly desires are well aligned
with Christian virtues.
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Small

Group
Study

The Rich Man and Lazarus in Job

ir

Yield Not To Temptation
| Must Tell Jesus
Standing on the Promises

(7] Opening Discussion

Canyou fix your eyes on God even in the midst of the storm?

(7] Understanding today’s passage

One of the things that we can hardly bear is to experience or even to witness injustice.
Forms of injustice vary. Nowadays, injustice isn't limited to bullying others with one’s
physical power. Many crimes and bad acts are committed but the culprits get away
with it because they have means and know how to abuse the system. Some of them
not only get away with what they did but also enjoy life with wealth that they have un-
justly accumulated. Whenever we see this happening, we cry out, “How long:--”

This is a preeminent theme of the Book of Job. But as we have seen, there can be
two different perspectives on this. A classic view is that the wicked will receive just
retribution. This position is maintained by Job’s friends. They use this classic view to
accuse Job, saying that Job must have done something wrong which is why he lost
everything and has been suffering. Behind this, there is a just God. The other view is
that the wicked often go unpunished. This position is maintained by Job himself. With
this fact, Job not only points out a logical fallacy of their friends’ theology, but also ar-
gues for his innocence—a possibility that the innocent and righteous suffer.

Job’s words in 20:23-26 summarize this point well. Job said, “One dies in full prosper-
ity, being wholly at ease and secure, his loins full of milk and the marrow of his bones
moist. Another dies in bitterness of soul, never having tasted of good. They lie down
alike in the dust, and the worms cover them.” \What Job is describing is very similar to
the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. We are enraged by seeing the wicked go



The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus Job 20:20-26 \

unpunished and prosper. However, when we read this parable of the Rich Man and
Lazarus, indeed, we can see that the wicked receive just retribution.

It depends on the scope. If we only count what we see in this world, there are some,
probably many, wicked people who go unpunished and enjoy their life more than the righ—
teous and devoted. But if we have faith and eyes to see the things that are not visible with
our physical eyes but the things that we can see only through the spiritual eyes, there is
judgment at the end. Through the parable in Luke, we can see that that is irreversible.

It is our nature to want a good life in this world and the life after this world as well. But if
the two worlds are radically different, then it is hard to have good things in both worlds.
Many of us are not the rich man in the parable. Nor are we “the wicked” who go unpun-
ished, | hope. But many of us are not Lazarus either. The best description of our current
status would be that we're in between the rich man and Lazarus. So, what we're doing
right now is critical. Are we going through difficulties? We should pray that the difficulties
end soon. But we may be able to use the difficulties as an opportunity for us to turn to
God. We don't want to hear God saying, “You had my signs but you didn't listen to them.”

1] Into the Word

*Why can’t we have peace and not distress even in full sufficiency? (v. 22)

[]:D] Into our life

* Are you standing on God with both feet?

(7] Memory Verse | Job 20:22

In the fullness of his sufficiency he will be in distress; the hand of everyone in misery
will come against him.

(1] Sharing with your children

Because children are very busy with their school work and other things, they hardly
find time for their faith development. Discuss how we can manage time as believers
with your child(ren)
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Small
Group
Study

The Most Important Wisdom

ir

Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee
I'd Rather Have Jesus
| Could Not Do Without Thee

(7] Opening Discussion

Am | searching for eternal truth?

(7] Understanding today’s passage

A 1997 scifi film, Gattaca, depicts a future society where we can give our children
genetic perfection. The main character’s parents hesitated to have their second child
altered with genetic engineering. Originally, they didn't want to alter their child’s genes.
But they were persuaded by a doctor that they have the means to give their child the “best”
start. WWho doesn’t want to give their child the best start?

Especially for parents in the 21st century, when there is no limit for their children’s edu-
cation, I'm sure many parents would do anything, as long as it’s legal, for the possibility
to increase their children’s performance in their studies and extracurricular activities.
The sad thing is that it became our norm and a virtue to pursue worldly wisdom and
knowledge. I'm not saying that Christians need no education or that Christians should
retreat from the world and live in remote places by themselves. I'm talking about what
wisdom and knowledge we should build up in our life and what we should pass on to
the next generation.

Job 28:12-19 talks about wisdom. Verse 12 says, “But where shall wisdom be found?”
In our current culture, it is in our education because we believe that education is a
means that brings us to an ideal or at least better life here on earth. Surely, worldly wis—
dom can bring us worldly comfort and tranquility. Yet, some achieve more than enough
and enjoy a so—called luxurious life. The problem is whether this worldly wisdom and
knowledge will ensure comfort and tranquility after life on this earth.
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Wisdom in Job 28:12 refers to one that encompasses both worlds. Where can we
find it? Verse 13 says, “Mortals do not know the way to it, and it is not found in the land
of the living.” It voids our effort in the world to get rich and fulfilled life through worldly
wisdom and knowledge. Verse 14 says, “The deep says, ‘It is not with me.” Ancient
people didn’t know much about nature. So, it seems like “the deep” must have been
beyond their knowledge. Yet, we who have achieved great scientific advancements
also don’'t know much about “the deep” nor “the wisdom” that can't be purchased with
gold, silver orany other precious stones (v. 15).

What is this wisdom that Job is talking about? The one that we can't buy with money?
We know that Job is in horrendous pain. For him, worldly richness doesn’'t matter. So,
we should understand the wisdom that Job is talking about is not for or of the world,
but for his soul. It is the wisdom that helps us to come closer to God. It is about the
wisdom of God. Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” If we believe that is true, then we not
only strive to get this timeless wisdom, but also we should help our children obtainit.

1] Into the Word

*\erse 13 says that we don’t know the way to “wisdom,” then how can we seek and
have it?

[ Into our life

*\What governs your life and makes you do things in a certain way?

(7] Memory Verse | Job 28:12—13

“But where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? Man
does not know its worth, and it is not found in the land of the living.

[]:ﬂ] Sharing with your children

Talk with your child(ren) about the challenges that they are exposed to and experience
atschool as Christians. Discuss how they should respond to those challenges.
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