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Small

Group
Study

What I Do Have I Give to You

ir

Throw Out the Life Line
| Hear the Saviour Say
Since Christ My Soul from Sin Set Free

[]:lj] Opening Discussion

Out of everything | have, what do | wish to share with others and what can | do?

[m] Understanding today’s passage

Peter and John headed up to the temple at the ninth hour, which was the time for prayer.
This demonstrates that even after the Holy Spirit descended on Pentecost, the disciples
continued to live a life centered on prayer. We are also blessed when our prayers never
end. It is because we are too frail to survive with only one potent spiritual encounter in our
lives, revealing the fragrance of Jesus in our ordinary lives and in the hostile world.

In a life of constant prayer, miracles take place. First, a life prioritized around prayer is one
that God is pleased with. Today around three o'clock in the afternoon is my ninth hour.
Prayer over a meal, prayer before bed, and prayer when you get up in the morning are all
prayers that delight God. My ninth hour is three o'clock in the afternoon, when Peter and
John walked up to the temple to pray. It refers to the time in the middle of the day when
daily life has been going on for a while. Stop what you're doing and head to the place of
prayer even when there are several tasks to complete and numerous pleasures to experi-
ence. Itis the Word that elevated prayer before God to the top position. Look through your
daily priorities.

It reminds me of the worship leader of the praise school | used to go to. The worship held
in the auditorium every morning was truly warm and gracious. Due to the fervent pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit, the worship service went beyond the set time, and there were
cases where the first period class was disrupted. The students all liked the worship leader
who led the worship service, and they wanted to be close to each other. During lunch—
time, they sat around the table where the worship leader was sitting, had a meal together,
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus Acts 3:1-6

and had a conversation that made them laugh. However, the worship leader used to leave
in a hurry even after spending time like that. As it turned out, that time was a personal
prayer time. In the midst of the busy daily life, the time alone with God was a time that
could not be yielded to anything. It was the moment when | learned the secret of worship
with anointing.

Second, because the life of prayer is always connected to Jesus, the source of living wa-
ter. Peter said to the lame man begging in front of the temple, ““I have no silver and gold,
butwhat | do have | give toyou. Inthe name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise upand walk!” (v. 6).
Peter and John, who were filled with the Holy Spirit, gave the sick man the name of Jesus,
the name of salvation and power. Only if | possess it can | give it to others. How can | give
away what | lack? A life of persistent prayer gives us the ability to live a life that connects
us to Jesus and distributes his power and redemption, much like a water pipe connected
to a water source causes water to flow forth when the faucet is opened.

[m] Into the Word

* How was the prayer life of the members of the early church after the Pentecost?

* What did the person who couldn’t walk from birth do after being healed?

[]:D] Into our life

* Check the prayer time in your daily life. What is the prayer life you desire?

* What kind of person is Jesus in me that | want to share with others?

[Tl Memory Verse | Acts 3:6

But Peter said, ‘I have no silver and gold, but what | do have | give to you. In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”

[ﬂ] Sharing with your children

Evangelism is to convey Jesus who is in me. Let’s talk about what | can do so that Jesus
can dwell more fully in me.
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Small

Group
Study

A Truly Active Life

ir

How | Praise Thee, Precious Savior
Be Thou My Vision
Since Christ My Soul from Sin Set Free

[]:lj] Opening Discussion

How would you describe an active life?

[m] Understanding today’s passage

There was Saul at the center of the persecution towards Christians. No one seems to
stop Saul’s zeal for the protection of the law. \Where did his murderous momentum that
seemed to pierce the sky come from? Paul introduces himself this way in Philippians 3:
‘circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righ-
teousness under the law, blameless” (Phil 3:5-6). He claims to be perfect according to the
law’s righteousness. What incredible assurance, what incredible confidence! However,
if you take a closer look at Saul, you can see that he is an energetic person who fervently
upholds his own righteousness. Saul himself must have been shocked by what he went
through on the way to Damascus. Even though his eyes were open, he was unable to see
when he dropped to the ground at the appearance of the light from heaven and had to rely
on someone else.

When you encounter Jesus, a person who has lived by his own convictions and self-righ—
teousness will live a life enthralled by the Holy Spirit. It is possible to say that someone
who once led a very active life now leads a passive one. No need to interpret a passive
life negatively in this situation. It's because a life lived in grace and in accordance with the
Holy Spirit’s leading is an active life in the genuine sense of the word. It is because of the
restoration of the relationship with God.

Saul suffered through three days of deep darkness, just like Jonah did when he spent
three days in the belly of a big fish. He needed to let go of his sense of superiority. Pre—
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viously fully engaged ways of living were falling apart now. What happened next? Saul's
eyes lost their scales. The eyes that had been wide open with the law’s standard were
now fixed only on Jesus. All the predictions and regulations of the Old Testament point—
ed to Jesus Christ, according to the feet that were busy trying to capture and imprison
Christians. Now that we are filled with the Holy Spirit and are offering our life to create the
Church of God wherever we go, we are no longer devoting all our energy to upholding the
law as we formerly did.

| pray that despite the challenges we are currently facing, each of us will live a life suc—
cessfully walking under the direction of the Holy Spirit. | hope the scales covering our
sight will fall off. In the life | have lived, relying on my convictions and strength, | aspire to
live a blessed life under the direction of the Holy Spirit.

[0 into the Word

* How does the Bible describe Saul’s persecution of Christians?

*What happened when Ananias laid hands on Saul?

[]:Ij] Into our life

*Have | made things difficult for others because I've been obsessed with my own beliefs
like Saul was?

*Have you ever had your values shift, like when the scales came off your eyes?

(7] Memory Verse | Acts 9:5

And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.

[[D] Sharing with your children

Talk about what type of person you admire and why.
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Smmall
Group
Study

According to the Guidance
of the Holy Spirit

ir

Great is Thy Faithfulness
| Can Hear My Savior Calling
If the Lord Tells Me So

[]:D] Opening Discussion

There were instances when | didn't grasp the advice of the elderly because | didn't fully
understand life at that moment. Share your experience when you felt like the counsel you
received was later understood.

[]:D] Understanding today’s passage

Paul’s second missionary journey began. At this time, Paul and Silas revisited the church-
es he had planted in the southern region of Asia Minor during his first evangelism jour-
ney and aimed to strengthen the churches. There could be no greater joy than to leave
a church and be reunited with the people there. In addition, how did Paul feel when he
observed the believers’ growing and maturing faith and the church’s consistent day—to-
day growth in numbers? | would have been extremely content and pleased. Now, Paul in-
tended to travel to northern Asia Minor and spread the gospel there. He had plans to travel
through the nations of Phrygia and Galatia, the side of Mysia, and into Asia Minor from the
north. God’s will, however, was for Paul to spread the gospel throughout Europe in ad-
dition to Asia. Paul desired for the spiritual upheaval in Asia Minor's south to immediately
spread to the north, but the Holy Spirit stopped it.

When everything is going well, itis difficult to obey the voice of the Holy Spirit. If 'm doing
something wrong, it's acceptable for me to change course, but what if God closes the
path and directs me in a different direction when the ministry is flourishing? If even a little
bit of my ego is present, grumbling will come out before thanksgiving. \What does a Chris—
tian’s life entail? God is praised at that point because it is a life that carries out God’s will
rather than my will or my intentions. In Numbers 9, the one thing required of the Israelites
to pass through the wilderness was to obey God's guidance. \When the cloud rises over
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the tabernacle, they march, and all the Israelites camp where the cloud stays. No one
knows how long the clouds will stay. It could be two days, a month, or a year. The tab-
ernacle was set up, all the equipment was set in place, and millions of people had set up
the camp and were ready to stay. Even then, if a cloud rises, the Israelites have to pack up
their belongings and leave. If | was there, | think | would complain without even realizing it.
But Christians must cling to a certain fact that is obvious. Everything that God plans is
wonderful because God is good. It is true that God desires to give His children the best;
He has huge and grand plans that we are unaware of; and He brings these plans to fruition
via those who obey. We are all fortunate to walk forth in trust knowing that we are all in—
cludedin God's plan for today.

[m] Into the Word

*How does the Bible introduce Timothy whom Paul met in Derbe and Lystra?

 \What was the reaction of Apostle Paul after seeing the Macedonian vision in Troas?

[]:D] Into our life

* What were the ways that God helped me to understand his will for my life?

*Do you remember a time when you followed God’s instructions despite not
understanding them?

(7] Memory Verse | Acts 9:5

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging
him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”

[[D] Sharing with your children

Let’s talk about what to do when my thoughts and parents’ opinions are different.
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Smmall
Group
Study

A True Captain in the Storm

ir

If, on a Quiet Sea
| am Thine, O Lord, | Have Heard Thy Voice
Since Christ My Soul from Sin Set Free

[]:lj] Opening Discussion

What do you initially do when a challenging scenario arises unexpectedly?

[m] Understanding today’s passage

Finally, it was decided that they would send Paul to Rome. They sailed for Italy from Cae-
sarea aboard the Alexandrian ship after taking the Adramyttium voyage to Mura. Paul
advises pausing the cruise for a while since he worries that the storm will get worse while
it is going on. Paul made such decisions in a spiritually sensitive manner using the insight
that God gave him. Who will pay attention to Paul now that he is tied and being transport-
ed to Rome, though? Paul is ignored by the centurion, the captain, and the ship's owner.
However, it wasn't long before the Alexandrian ship, sailing along the coast of Crete, met
the Northeaster. Eventually they were caught in a storm and began to drift out of control.
Everyone aboard the ship was stunned and felt helpless before nature’s great power.
They throw the cargo they were carrying into the sea and even throw important equip-
ment overboard. Both the captain and the centurion were in a situation where there was
only despair as they lost command, and everyone was losing hope to live. Then Paul says,
“Yet now | urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the
ship. For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom | belong and
whom | worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And
behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you™” (vv. 22-24). It is the grace of re-
versal.

God reveals what kind of person a man of the Holy Spirit is in the storm. Who is the cap-
tain of the Alexandrian ship now and who is the commander? In a fierce storm, a man of
the Holy Spirit is the leader. An interesting scene appears in the text. During the previous
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two weeks, everyone was just drowsy and didn't have the energy to eat. At that time, Paul
had the food brought out, gave thanks to God, and ate it. Only then did the people gather
courage and start eating. Those who were caught in despair and trembling in fear are only
encouraged by Paul’s words. Christians are such beings in the world. \We confess that
Godis with us. “Whether the road | take in my life is smooth and always like a calm river, or
itis frightening and difficult with great storms, my soul is always at peace.” Hallelujah!

[]:Ij] Into the Word

* What actions did people caught in fear in the storm take?

* What did Paul say to reassure those who were gripped by fear?

[ﬂ] Into our life

*\What is the word that God has given me in the difficult circumstances of life?

*\When a crisis occurs at home or at church, what role do | act out?

(7] Memory Verse | Acts 27:24

And he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has
granted you all those who sail with you.’

[ﬂ] Sharing with your children

What part do | play in my friends’ lives? Let’s talk about the words | use to reassure my
friends at difficult times. Let's discuss if any of my friends are courageous role models.



