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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Kings 5:1-14

God Works Through Obedience

53

Just a Few More Days
Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise
This Love

[Dj] Opening Discussion

Why is it challenging to obey God?

[]:[j] Understanding today’s passage

God makes us experience His grace through our obedience. However, we are not familiar
with obedience. This started with Adam'’s disobedience (Gen 3:4-6), which is humans’ in—
nate nature.

2 Kings b tells the story of Naaman, the commander of the army of Aram. Aram boasted of its
military power and threatened neighboring countries. Naaman was the commander of the
armies of Aram and suffered from leprosy. He received instructions from Elisha to dip himself
seven times in the Jordan River for healing.

With high expectations, Naaman brought generous gifts but was soon given an illogical
treatment order. He was aghast at the suggestion of bathing in the Jordan River, considering
itinferior. Naaman became enraged and exploded in anger due to the disdainful reception. At
this point, Naaman's servants intervened and said, “O master, if the prophet had told you to
do some difficult task, you would have been willing to do it. It seems you should be happy
that he simply said, ‘Washand you will be healed™” (v. 13).

Perhaps they were more accustomed to obedience than Naaman since they always had to
obey their master (to survive). Finally, Naaman, persuaded by his servants, humbled himself
and bathed in the Jordan seven times. Then, his leprosy was entirely gone. Despite all his ef-
forts overthe years, his illness did not improve until he bathed in the Jordan River.

Often, we struggle due to our faith or apprehension. You know it is God's answer, but you are
apprehensive when you don't have concrete evidence. In times like that, “not obeying’
makes more sense. However, when we set aside our disobedient hearts by obeying, we will



experience God's deep grace.

Then there are times, when we obey without full conviction because we don't know what
else to do, just like Naaman. We do it thinking, “It is better than not obeying.” However, God
comes through even with that small and feeble faith. We experience victory not because of
our faith but because God promised to honor our obedience. We experience God's grace ful-
ly reigning in our lives.

[[D] Into the Word

* Inwhat manner did Naaman expect to be healed? (v. 11)

[D:H Into our life

+\Was there a time God demanded obedience from you? What was the result of your obedi—
ence or disobedience?

* Why is it difficult to obey God's will?

([T Memory Verse | 2Kings 5:14

So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the
man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

[D:I] Sharing with your children

Parents should teach their children why obeying God’s Word is how to experience God's
presence. Also, share your experience of overcoming a crisis through obedience. Listen to
the reason your children have difficulty obeying.

155



156

The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Kings 12:1-21

Be Obedient to the End

53

| Hear the Saviour Say
All to Jesus | Surrender
Heart and Soul

[]:]:ﬂ Opening Discussion

Why is it hard to keep the heart when we experienced our first love for God?

[]:]j] Understanding today’s passage

If you were to identify the most wicked woman in the Bible, it would be Jezebel. She was a
Baal worshiper and the wife of King Ahab, the seventh king of the Northern Kingdom. Jezeb-
el's daughter, Athaliah, also worshiped Baal. The Northern Kingdom of Israel and the South—
ern Kingdom of Judah arranged a royal marriage to maintain the political alliance. Athaliah
married Jehoram, the king of Judah, and became queen. She brought Baal with her, and after
her son's death, she killed her husband'’s relatives and ruled as queen for six years. Jehoiada,
the high priest, reformed Judah by reinstating Jehoash, the surviving prince on the throne,
and getting rid of Athaliah and all the idols in the land.

Jehoash restored Judah's faith in the Lord God during his reign. His most remarkable
achievement was restoring the temple of the Lord. The temple was in horrible condition
since Athaliah worshiped Baal and it needed to be cleaned and repaired. However, the prigsts
stalled the progress. Finally, Jehoash intervened and brought reformation, ordering all offer—
ings to be used for temple reconstruction.

Sadly, it didn't last long. When the high priest Jehoiada died, King Jehoash turned away from
Godand turned to idol worship. Scripture says that after the death of the high priest Jehoiada,
Jehoash served Asherah poles and idols. In addition, just before the invasion of Aram, when
Jehoiada's son Zechariah rebuked Jehoash's idol worship, Jehoash had Zechariah executed,
repaying kindness with evil. Before his execution, Zechariah pleaded with God to remember
his innocence and have vengeance on the wicked.

Scripture records various stories of people who turned back to God. Saul, who became the



apostle Paul, exemplifies this. At the same time, there are people like Jehoash who initially
obeyed God but later turned away from Him. The former were the people who turned around
to come to God in obedience, and the latter faded away by losing faith. Our Lord forgives our
past, and He delights in our present faithfulness. If you have turned to God and lived obedi-
ently, God will forgive your sins. Do not fall back to the old sinful ways of life. Continue to obey
asachurchanda believer until the end.

[]:]j] Into the Word

*What are the deeds of Jehoash recorded in verses 2-3?

[Dj] Into our life

* Why is it difficult to believe and obey until the end?

*\What do you steadfastly obey before God? What are the areas where you fail to obey God?

(7] Memory Verse | 2Kings 12:14

For that was given to the workmen who were repairing the house of the LORD withit.

[]:]j] Sharing with your children

Find out which plans the children have been able to keep so far and which they still need to
do. Discuss the benefits of obeying God's Word until the end.
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Kings 18:15-37

When Our Faith Falters,
We Hold on to God's Steadfast

Promises &

Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Have Found a Friend in Jesus
Let the Flowers

[]Iﬂ Opening Discussion

Have there been any moments in your life of faith when your faith in God has wavered?

[]:D] Understanding today’s passage

Hezekiah's father, Ahaz, was the wicked king of Southern Judah. Ahaz was a king who not
only did not act uprightly in Jehovah's eyes but also made an idol of Baal and even burned his
children in imitation of the detestable things of the nations. In defiance of the Lord’s com-
mand to rely on God alone, they pursued an international policy of reliance on the king of As—
syria because Assyria was the most powerful nation of its time.

However, during his reign, King Hezekiah carried out a major religious reform in Southern Ju-
dah. Hezekiah also decided to rely on God alone, unlike Ahaz, the former king, who relied on
Assyria. Thus, Judah cut off the tribute that had been paid to Assyria in the time of King Ahaz.
When Judah's tribute was over, Sennacherib led his army to invade southern Judah. This
was the first attack of Assyria. During the first attack, King Hezekiah sent a man to Lachish,
which was under Assyrian occupation. He sent an envoy to convey his surrender to King
Sennacherib of Assyria. WWhen Hezekiah admitted defeat, King Sennacherib of Assyria de—
manded three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold as reparations. At this point,
Hezekiah gathered all the gold of the country and presented it to the king of Assyria. Howev-
er, Assyria again invaded Judah with an army. This time, they marched directly to the capital,
Jerusalem.

Rabshakeh mocked them in Hebrew, which all Jews could understand. It was a strategy to
sway people’s minds. Hezekiah, who had already surrendered all the gold of the country to
the Assyrians, was once again at a crossroads. Eventually, King Hezekiah ordered the people
of Judah to remain silent. He responded with silence so as not to fall into the trap of Rab-



shakeh’s words.

Just as Hezekiah, who wanted to carry out the Reformation and sever ties with Assyria, was
tempted, we may find ourselves in a more difficult situation even if we are walking a path that
is good in God'’s eyes. Naturally, in the midst of these circumstances, our faith may be shak-
en. But when our faith falters, it does not mean that God's promises are shaken. Just as
Hezekiah commanded Judah to be silent and wait for God's timing, we need faith to wait for
the Lord's timing in our life of faith.

[]:]j] Into the Word

* Inwhich language does Rabshakeh mock Judah? (v. 28)

[]:]j] Into our life

*\What is the key to victory in our ongoing tests of faith?

* Have you ever been forced to remain silent in the face of difficult circumstances and trials?
How did God lead you at that time?

[T]] Memory Verse | 2 Kings 18:36

But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the king's command was, “Do
notanswer him.”

[Dj] Sharing with your children

Let's share a time when you had a problem and were unable to tell anyone. Share what your
state of mind was at the time and how it was resolved.
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urth Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Habakkuk 3:15-19

The Lord Turns My Song of Despair

into a Song of Hope
ir

There's a Dream that | Dream
I'm Pressing on the Upward Way
Though the Fig Tree Does Not Bud

[]:D] Opening Discussion

Have you ever had a hard time watching the prosperity of the wicked? Have you ever strug—
gled with the ongoing challenges of living by faith? Let’s share some of those experiences.

[]:ﬂ] Understanding today’s passage

\When the prophet Habakkuk was called by God, Assyria was nearly destroyed by Babylon. In
the midst of this power struggle between the great powers, Judah was living an anxious time
in which it could not relax at all. At this time, God called the prophet Habakkuk to deliver the
Word of God to Judah. However, unlike other prophets, he is said to have received the Word
of God and never preached to the people. On the contrary, we can see that the prophet Ha-
bakkuk complained against God through the words of Habakkuk 1. “How long?” “Why is God
silent?” Prophet Habakkuk questioned God.

In particular, the prophet Habakkuk did not understand the continued rise of Babylon, which
persecuted Judah at that time. God tells us that ultimately the wicked will be judged, and the
righteous will be saved through faith (Hab 2:4). In response, the prophet Habakkuk con-
fessed his faith to God and asked God in faith to revive the work of the Lord. “Lord, | have
heard of your fame; | stand in awe of your deeds, Lord. Repeat them in our day, in our time
make them known; in wrath remember mercy” (Hab 3:2).

But in spite of Habakkuk's pleas for faith, Babylon’s strength was undiminished. Despite Ha—
bakkuk'’s faith, Babylon continued to expand her territory by attacking neighboring nations.
Moreover, the news that Judah would be next spread far and wide, and the whole nation be—
came paralyzed. Rumors were circulating that the fierce and swift cavalry of Babylon was
coming to attack them. In the midst of his suffering, the prophet Habakkuk began to pray.
When a prophet prays, God’s reign and God’s presence begin to be revealed. The prophet



was also frightened by God's presence, but that fear soon turned into peace. For God'’s pres—
ence is judgment for the wicked, but peace for the righteous. In the midst of the threat of
Babylon, Habakkuk's song, which began as a song of despair, was transformed into a song of
hope because of the presence of the Lord. This was never the prophet’s own intention. He
simply began to pray in the midst of a frustrating, bleak reality. But the Lord turned his prayers
of despair into songs of hope.

Even today, as we live on this earth, we are faced with a frustrating and grim reality. Every
time we see the wicked flourishing, our hearts may be broken. At that time, like the prophet
Habakkuk, lift up your heart to the Lord. The Lord will turn our despair into hope. “Though the
fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the
fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet |
will rejoice inthe Lord, | will be joyful in God my Savior” (vv. 17-18). May this confession be our
confession.

[]:]j] Into the Word

*What did the prophet Habakkuk experience in verse 167

[]I[] Into our life

« Even though your situation didn’t change, were you able to find peace in your prayers? Let's
talk about the situation at that time.

* The prophet Habakkuk's “The fig leaves do not bud -+ | will be joyful in God my Savior!”
How can we apply the confession to us today?

[T]] Memory Verse | Habakkuk 3:19

God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my
high places. To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments.

[]:U] Sharing with your children

When is your mind most anxious? Have you ever prayed to God with that anxious heart?
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